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Dr. Mark Stover was awarded the 
American Psychological Association’s 

Excellence in Librarianship Award at 
the Educational & Behavioral Sciences 
Section (EBSS) Research Forum at the 
annual meeting of the American Library 
Association on June 23, 2007.

Stover is the Assistant University Librarian 
for Research Services at San Diego State 
University (SDSU) Library and is one of 
the 2006-07 recipients of the San Diego 
State University Alumni Association Award 
for Outstanding Faculty Contributions. 
He is also the editor of Behavioral & Social 
Sciences Librarian, the former president 
of the Association of Mental Health 

Librarians, and a member of the California Academic Research Librarians and 
the Association of Jewish Libraries. 

Stover became interested in librarianship while working as a student assistant 
in the university library. “I’ve always enjoyed helping people, and this, 
together with my love of computers and books, brought me to a career where 
I could combine all of these passions.”

One of Stover’s early professional positions put him on the path with a focus 
in psychology librarianship. “One of my first professional jobs as a librarian 
was at Phillips Graduate Institute, which has graduate programs in marital 
and family therapy, organizational behavior, and school psychology,” he said. 
“This led to my position as psychology librarian at San Diego State University, 
where psychology is one of the largest majors on campus. While I am not a 
psychologist, I do enjoy both the scientific aspects of psychology as well as the 
‘people-oriented’ aspects. It has been a good fit and a great career.” 

The APA award recognized Stover for the development of San Diego State’s 
Test Finder tool, an electronic database for finding psychosocial tests and 
measures. He was inspired to create this tool by Helen Hough at the University 
of Texas who created an online index of psychosocial test compendia. “I 
adapted her approach and then decided to expand the scope of the project 
to index monographs and edited works that might contain a small number 
of complete tests. After researching the journal literature, I found that there 
were hundreds of complete instruments that were ‘hidden’ in journal articles. 

Mark Stover Receives APA’s Excellence 
in Librarianship Award



When discovered, these instruments can be used 
by students, researchers, and clinicians, within the 
constraints of copyright, of course.” Test Finder 
provides comprehensive access to these resources.

Stover continues to update and maintain Test Finder. 
“Currently, I am working on providing online subject 
access using a controlled vocabulary to Test Finder, 
which is a huge task,” he said. 

Upon receiving the award, Stover took the opportuni-
ty to speak for librarians everywhere. “I am honored 
to receive this award,” he said at the June meeting. 
“All librarians know that individual awards like this 
are never fully deserved, because so much of our work 
is done collaboratively. My thanks go to the folks at 
the American Psychological Association, who created 

and funded this award, and have shown their appre-
ciation for all librarians serving students and research-
ers in the behavioral sciences.”

About the Award
The American Psychological Association’s Excellence 
in Librarianship Award was created to recognize sig-
nificant contributions or research within psychology 
and social sciences librarianship. The award is open 
to both mid-career librarians and allied professionals 
(10 or more years of experience) who have demon-
strated significant achievement in librarianship in 
psychology or the social sciences. APA employees are 
not eligible. For more information, please contact 
psycinfo@apa.org.	                                              
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Librarian Focus: 

An Interview with Alice Perez
Teaching Students to Use PsycINFO 

PsycINFO is always interested 
in how librarians are teach-

ing the databases at their institu-
tions. We recently spoke with 
Alice Perez at the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Library at the 
University of California, San Diego 
(UCSD) about her experiences 
using and teaching PsycINFO. 
Ms. Perez is the library liaison 
and bibliographer for Psychology, 
Cognitive Science, and the 
Education Studies program. In this 
capacity, she provides library skills 
and research techniques training 
to students in the psychology and 
cognitive science departments. The 
library subscribes to PsycINFO and 
PsycARTICLES® on ProQuest’s CSA 
Illumina platform.

The APA databases are used by a 
number of disciplines at UCSD 
including psychology, education, 
cognitive science, human devel-

opment, linguistics, medicine, 
and more. Both PsycINFO and 
PsycARTICLES are “well-received 
by faculty and students.” The 
library allows patrons to access 
the databases and full-text articles 
remotely. Upon learning about 
the journal backfiles added to 
PsycARTICLES last year, a graduate 
student responded “Awesome!”

Ms. Perez teaches both undergrad-
uate and graduate students and 
tailors her instruction to fit each 
group. 

“Undergraduates must first learn 
what a database is,” says Perez. 
Then, she shows students how 
to identify key concepts in their 
research topics and how to use 
the Thesaurus of Psychological Index 
Terms® to find descriptors for these 
concepts. She also explains the 
difference between keyword and 
descriptor searching and how to 

use Boolean  
operators to  
construct a  
search.

Graduate students receive similar 
instruction if necessary, but “psy-
chology graduate students usually 
have more experience searching 
PsycINFO, therefore, I focus more 
on advanced searching techniques 
of the database, such as Boolean 
operators and wildcard symbols,” 
she says. Her graduate instruc-
tion also includes information on 
how to set up alerts and how to 
browse individual journal issues in 
PsycARTICLES.

Ms. Perez prefers to teach students 
in classrooms with workstations 
to allow them to do hands-on 
searching of PsycINFO. She keeps 
her sessions informal and interacts 
with the students during the class. 

continued on page 5
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Refining Results in APA PsycNET®

The American Psychological 
Association’s redesigned search plat-

form, APA PsycNET, features a number 
of new and enhanced functionalities 
that address the needs of a wide range 
of searchers, including students, faculty, 
researchers, and librarians.

Although it is important to provide 
sophisticated search technologies for 
expert searchers, many users simply 
type a word or two into the search 
box and hit “Search.” Particularly in 
a database the size of PsycINFO, the 
results can be overwhelming. Two new 
features added to APA PsycNET, Search 
within Results and Narrow Results 
by, give the user the opportunity to 
refine their search results on the results 
page itself.

Search within Results allows users 
to add search terms to their current 
results to narrow down to more 
relevant hits.  

Narrow Results by is an at-a-glance 
overview of the search results and gives 
searchers several options to quickly nar-
row their results to relevant records.

Although these new tools provide a 
quick, convenient method for refin-
ing searches for anyone searching APA 
PsycNET, novice searchers may find 
these features useful as a discovery tool 
to build more advanced searches.

The Narrow Results by list displays 
the top ten most frequently occurring

✧	 Index Terms
✧	 Authors
✧	 Publication Types
✧	 Journal/Book Titles
✧	 Years
✧	 Age Groups
✧	 Population Groups
✧	 Methodologies
✧	 Test & Measures
✧	 Languages
✧	 Classification Codes 

Search Example
If you were to search for “Autism” in the Index Terms field, you 
would get more than 10,000 results. After you scan the results, 
perhaps you realize you are only interested in articles about the 
treatment of autism. To narrow your results, type “treatment” in 
the Search within Results box. 

Your results list will be redisplayed to show articles concerning the 
treatment of autism. You also have the option to further refine 
your results. Perhaps you want to see only empirical studies about 
the treatment of autism. To do this, scroll down the Narrow 
Results By list until you come to Methodology and select 
“empirical study”.

You have now narrowed your original search on autism to 
empirical studies about the treatment of autism. You can continue 
narrowing using these tools until you find manageable results.   
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Open Access Journal Coverage in PsycINFO
Title Publisher URL

Activités ARPACT Association 
Recherche et 
Pratiques sur les 
ACTivité

http://www.activites.org

Advances in Cognitive 
Psychology

Vizja Press & IT Ltd. http://ac-psych.org/index.
php?id=1

AeJAMH (Australian 
e-Journal for the 
Advancement of 
Mental Health)

Auseinet (Australian 
Network for 
Promotion, 
Prevention and Early 
Intervention for 
Mental Health)

http://auseinet.flinders.edu.
au/journal/

American Indian and 
Alaska Native Mental 
Health Research

National Center for 
American Indian 
and Alaska Native 
Mental Health 
Research University 
of Colorado Health 
Sciences Center

http://www2.uchsc.edu/ai/
ncaianmhr/journal_home.asp

Applied Psychology in 
Criminal Justice

Prescient Press A 
Division of Prescient, 
LLC

http://www.apcj.org

Athletic Insight: 
Online Journal of 
Sport Psychology

Athletic Insight http://www.athleticinsight.
com/

Australasian Journal of 
Disaster and Trauma 
Studies

Massey Univ http://www.massey.ac.nz/
~trauma/

Current Psychology 
Letters: Behaviour, 
Brain & Cognition

DeBoek Univ http://cpl.revues.org/
document215.html

Current Research in 
Social Psychology

Univ of Iowa http://www.uiowa.edu/
~grpproc/crisp/crisp.html

Eurasia Journal of 
Mathematics, Science 
& Technology 
Education

Moment 
Publications Gazi 
University

http://www.ejmste.com/

Evolutionary 
Psychology

Idium AS http://www.human-nature.
com/ep/

Gestalt! Gestalt Global 
Corporation

http://www.g-gej.org

Internet Journal of 
Mental Health

Internet Scientific 
Publications LLC

http://www.ispub.
com/ostia/index.
php?xmlFilePath=journals/ijmh/
front.xml

Journal of 
Computer-Mediated 
Communication

Blackwell Publishing http://jcmc.indiana.edu

Journal of Gambling 
Issues

Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health 
(CAMH)

http://www.camh.net/
egambling/

Journal of Interactive 
Media in Education

Journal of Interactive 
Media in Education

http://www-jime.open.ac.uk

One of the most common coverage ques-
tions PsycINFO gets is “what is your 

policy on covering open access journals?” 
According to the Directory of Open Access 
Journals, these periodicals are “journals that 
use a funding model that does not charge 
readers or their institutions for access.” Over 
the past few years, changes in the publish-
ing technology and public policy have cre-
ated an environment in which the number 
and importance of open access journals has 
grown.

There is no difference in the way PsycINFO 
considers open access journals as compared 
to traditional journals. To be covered in 
PsycINFO, a journal must

✧	 Be relevant to psychology. 

✧	 �Be of a quality and scope of interest to 
an international audience. 

✧	 Be peer reviewed. 

✧	 Have an ISSN. 

✧	 �Follow standard conventions for schol-
arly journals. 

✧	 �Contain usable abstracts, titles, and key-
words in English.

✧	 �Demonstrate diversity of reviewers and 
authors.

✧	 Include all or mostly all original articles. 

✧	 �Contain articles that are substantiated 
with empirical data or other means. 

✧	 �Be published on a regular schedule 
appropriate for the established frequency 
of the journal.

Up until recently, staff did not even collect 
data on a journal's revenue model (such as 
subscriptions, page charges, advertisements). 
The quality and usability of the articles in a 
journal is paramount to any coverage con-
sideration for PsycINFO.

Making our coverage lists more usable for 
today's audience, however, requires a bit 
more thought about this issue. Applying the 
definition of open access can be difficult as 
different organizations apply this label to 
different types of access models. The jour-
nals listed here, however, conform to most 
definitions of open access:

continued on page 5
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Please note that there may be additional 
open access journals indexed in PsycINFO. 
If a journal does not clearly state its busi-
ness model as open access, it is difficult 
for the APA staff to make this determina-
tion. If you find open access titles that 
you’d like to recommend for inclusion in 
PsycINFO, or if you have any questions 
about PsycINFO coverage policies, please 
contact Lynn Willis at lwillis@apa.org or 
phone 800-374-2722.

Related links: 
Journal Coverage Information  
for Publishers  
http://www.apa.org/psycinfo/publishers/
journals.html 

Directory of Open Access Journals  
http://www.doaj.org                               

Journal of Medical 
Internet Research

Gunther Eysenbach http://www.jmir.org

Journal of Vision Assn for Research 
in Vision & 
Ophthalmology 
(ARVO)

http://www.journalofvision.org/
info/about_the_journal.aspx

M@n@gement DMSP Research 
Center

http://www.dmsp.dauphine.
fr/management/

Pistes: Perspectives 
Interdisciplinaire sur le 
Travail et la Sante

Univ du Quebec a 
Montreal

http://www.pistes.uqam.ca

PsyART Univ of Florida http://www.clas.ufl.edu/ipsa/
journal/index.htm#contents

PsychNology Journal PsychNology Journal http://www.psychnology.
org/232.php

Psyche: An 
Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Research on 
Consciousness

Assn for the 
Scientific Study of 
Consciousness

http://psyche.cs.monash.edu.
au/

Pragmatic 
Case Studies in 
Psychotherapy

Rutgers University 
Libraries

http://pcsp.libraries.rutgers.
edu/index.php

Psychology in Spain Colegio Oficial de 
Psicólogos

http://www.psychologyinspain.
com/

RICYDE. Revista 
internacional de 
Ciencias del Deporte/
The International 
Journal of Sport 
Science

Portal de las Ciencias 
de la Actividad Física 
y del Deporte

http://www.cafyd.com/
REVISTA/

Radical Pedagogy Radical Pedagogy http://radicalpedagogy.icaap.
org

Anales de Psicología Universidad de 
Murcia

http://www.um.es/analesps/

Behaviormetrika Behaviormetric 
Society of Japan

http://www.meteo-intergate.
com/journal/journal-archive_
cm2behav.html

Estudos de Psicologia Estudos de 
Psicologia UFRN

http://www.scielo.
br/scielo.php?pid=1413-
294X&script=sci_serial

Judgment and 
Decision Making

Judgment and 
Decision Making 
Jonathan Baron, PhD

http://journal.sjdm.org

Psicologia: Reflexão e 
Crítica

Univ Federal do Rio 
Grande do Sul

http://www.scielo.
br/scielo.php?pid=0102-
7972&script=sci_serial

Psicologia: Teoria e 
Pesquisa

Revista Psicologia 
Teoria e Pesquisa

http://scielo.br/scielo.
php?pid=0102-
3772&script=sci_serial

Universitas 
Psychólogica

Pontificia Universidad 
Javeriana Facultad De 
Psicologia

http://sparta.javeriana.edu.
co/psicologia/publicaciones/
presentacion.php?len=IN

Title Publisher URL

She always ends classes with a quiz, which 
reinforces the skills learned during class.

To support her instruction at UCSD, Ms. 
Perez has created a number of training 
materials and tutorials. She uses work-
sheets during classes to help students 
develop concepts for their research ques-
tions and to teach them to organize their 
citations. She also distributes bookmarks 
with descriptions of how to use Boolean 
operators and wildcard symbols. Ms. Perez 
has worked with the library’s electronic 
services librarian to create a logo for all 
her handouts and support materials.  

Links to many of these materials appear in 
the “Librarian Training & Support Forum” 
article in this issue, including a set of 
videos on searching PsycINFO hosted by 
YouTube™.				         
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Training Sesssions at Conferences

PsycINFO provides training sessions at these 
major library conferences:

✧	 ALA Midwinter	 ✧	 SLA
✧	 MLA	 ✧	 ALA Annual

Training sessions generally consist of updates 
on all 5 databases plus new fields, new fea-
tures, and search examples on major vendor 
platforms. These trainings are tailored to the 
audience, and we always make time for ques-
tions. At conferences, each training session is 
accompanied by a catered meal. We also offer 
individual training and consultation at our 
booth. For more information about upcom-
ing sessions, please visit http://www.apa.org/ 
librarians/exhibits.html.

Training Articles and Information 
on Database Features in PsycINFO 
Newsletters

We usually include a short training article on 
some function or feature of our databases in 
each newsletter. You can read the newsletters 
at this address http://www.apa.org/psycinfo/
training/pin/.

Winter 2007
How To Use PsycEXTRA  p. 2

Psychology Focus: Terrorism pp. 4-5

Spring 2007
In Search Of: Tests and Measures  pp. 5-6

Live Training via Webinars

PsycINFO Customer Relations staff also offer 
live online training on all vendor platforms. 
These training sessions are currently available 
by request and are tailored to your needs.  
To request training, please contact us at  
psycinfo@apa.org or 1-800-374-2722.

Online Tutorials & Presentations 

You can view or link to presentations we 
have given at past conferences or download a 
PowerPoint file showing APA PsycNET®, APA’s 
new search platform, for your own use at this 

address http://www.apa.org/
librarians/tutorials.html.

Quick Reference Guides

Quick reference guides for search-
ing PsycINFO are available for these 
vendor platforms: APA PsycNET, 
ProQuest’s CSA Illumina, 
EBSCOhost, OCLC FirstSearch, 
and Ovid Gateway. All are avail-
able in  8” x 11” PDF format 
downloadable from the Librarian’s 
Resource Center under the “Search 
Guides” link (http://www.apa.org/
psycinfo/training/searchguides.html).

APA PsycNET, ProQuest’s CSA Illumina, EBSCOhost, and 
Ovid Gateway quick reference guides are also available in a 
pocket-sized guide that can be distributed to students and 
faculty. You can order quantities of the pocket-sized guide 
free of charge by contacting psycinfo@apa.org. 

Interdisciplinary Application Guides

Because of the interdisciplinary coverage of PsycINFO, we 
created a series of application guides that provide insight 
on using PsycINFO for each discipline. Each guide features 
selected index terms from the Thesaurus of Psychological 
Index Terms as well as sample citations. 

We currently have guides on PsycINFO for the following 
specialties:
✧	Consumer Psychology 	 ✧	Education 
✧	 Law 	 ✧	Military Psychology 
✧	Neuroscience	 ✧	Nursing 
✧	Organizational Behavior 	 ✧	Psychopharmacology 
✧	 Sports Psychology 

We also have guides for these topics in PsycEXTRA:
✧	Consumer Health
✧	 Education
✧	 Public Health 
The guides can be downloaded at http://www.apa.org/
librarians/toolkit/guides.html or you can request quantities 
free of charge by emailing psycinfo@apa.org. 
Coming soon are application guides on gerontology and 
nutrition and food.
To request or suggest other training and support materials, 
please contact us at psycinfo@apa.org.                             

Training and Support Materials 
for APA Databases
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At the Librarian’s Roundtable Breakfast at ALA in June, 
several librarians expressed an interest in having APA host 

a community webpage where librarians could post training and 
support materials they have developed about the APA databases.

APA hopes to create such a site in the near future, but in the 
meantime, links to such materials will appear in the PsycINFO 
News. If you would like to contribute to this list (whether it’s 
something you or your institution has created or something that 
you’ve seen elsewhere), please contact us at psycinfo@apa.org. 
This forum is for you, by you. Please contribute!

Tutorials & Training Support Materials

University of California — San Diego 
Materials
Alice J. Perez, Librarian for Psychology, Cognitive 
Science & Education, University of California—San 
Diego has created a number of training materials 
and tutorials she uses to help students learn to 
develop concepts for their research questions, to 
organize citations, and to search PsycINFO®.

4 Learn to Search PsycINFO
http://sshl.ucsd.edu/instruction/psycinfo/videos/ 

These training videos, hosted by YouTube™, cover 
a variety of topics, including keyword searching, 
thesaurus look-ups, Boolean operators, and finding 
the full text of an article. 

4 How to Set Up an Alert in PsycINFO
http://sshl.ucsd.edu/instruction/guides/psycalert.
html 

This guide shows users how to set up an alert in 
PsycINFO on ProQuest’s CSA Illumina platform.

4 How to Search PsycINFO
http://sshl.ucsd.edu/instruction/guides/psycinfo.pdf 

This guide briefly covers how to do an Advanced 
Search in PsycINFO, and also has information 
about SFX linking with a description of which links 
pertain to journal articles in full text, print, and 
available via interlibrary loan. There is also a brief 
description of RefWorks.

4 PsycINFO Database Worksheet
http://sshl.ucsd.edu/instruction/guides/
psycinfoworksheet.pdf   

This PDF is a worksheet for use during instruction. 
Students fill out the worksheet with their research 
topic, concepts they’ve identified for use in 
searching, thesaurus terms they can use for their 
concepts, and Age Index if applicable. The sheet 
also helps them learn to organize their citations. 

Georgia State University — Port
PORT (Psychology Online Research Tutorial) was 
created by Georgia State University Librarians 
Lyn Thaxton, Tammy Sugarman, Doug Goans, 
Elizabeth Winter and library staff member Jackie 
Hong. This tutorial is a series of short modules 
designed to teach users the “basics of doing 
research in psychology.” PORT was accepted into 
the Association of College & Research Libraries 
Instruction Section’s prestigious Peer-Reviewed 
Instructional Materials Online (PRIMO) project.

4 PORT
http://www.library.gsu.edu/tutorials/port/  

The tutorial units include how to select a research 
topic, how to search for scholarly journal articles in 
PsycINFO, and how to locate these articles in the 
University Library at Georgia State.

Illinois State University Blog
Bruce Stoffel, Education, Psychology, and TMC 
(Teaching Materials Center) Division Librarian 
at Illinois State University, maintains a blog, 

continued on page 8
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November 2007

27th Annual Charleston Conference
November 7-10 
Charleston, SC

Special Events:
Wednesday, November 7th—12:00 to 6:00 
pm
Vendor Showcase
Francis Marion Hotel, Main Conference Area

APA Charleston Librarian Dinner 

For more information or to RSVP for the 
dinner, please email psycinfo@apa.org.

December 2007

Online Information 2007
December 4-6
Olympia Grand Hall—Booth # 300
London, UK

2008
Please watch the Librarian’s Resource Center  
(http://www.apa.org/librarians/exhibits.html)  
for 2008 training sessions, conferences, and 
exhibits.
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2007 Exhibit, 
Conference, and Training Schedule

“Psychology at Milner Library”, which comprises 
information and resources about psychology. The 
blog includes a list of national and state associations 
and organizations related to psychology, information 
about certification and licensure, a list of reference 
sources in psychology, including encyclopedias, style 
guides, and web resources, and much more.

4 Psychology at Milner Library 
http://brstoff.wordpress.com/ 

Topics covered in the blog include 

✧	 �Information on finding psychological tests and 
measures

✧	 �Links to current news in psychology

✧	 �Information on finding articles and books about 
psychology

✧	 �Lists of psychology reference sources

✧	 �Information about certification and licensure

✧	 �Lists of national and state organizations related to 
psychology                                                        

Librarian Training & Support Forum 
continued from page 7


