APA PsycNET® Search Lessons

Refining Results in APA PsycNET

he American Psychological Association’s search platform, APA PsycNET, features

functionalities that address the needs of a wide range of searchers, including students,
faculty, researchers, and librarians. Although it is important to provide sophisticated search
technologies for expert searchers, many users simply type a word or two into the search
box and hit “Search.” Particularly in a database the size of PsycINFO®, the results can be
overwhelming. Two features, Search within Results and Narrow Results by, give the
user the opportunity to refine the search results on the results page itself.

Search within Results allows users to add search terms to their current results to narrow
down to more relevant hits.

Narrow Results by is an at-a-glance overview of the search results and gives searchers
several options to quickly narrow their results to relevant records.

Although these tools provide a quick, convenient method for refining searches for anyone

searching APA PsycNET, novice searchers may find these features useful as a discovery tool to
build more advanced searches.

The Narrow Results by list displays the top ten most frequently occurring
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Search Example

If you were to search for “Autism” in the Index Terms field, you would get more than 12,000
results. After you scan the results, perhaps you realize that you are interested only in articles
about the treatment of autism. To narrow your results, type “treatment” in the Search
within Results box.
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Narrow Results by
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Your results list will be redisplayed to show articles concerning the treatment of autism. You
also have the option to further refine your results. Perhaps you want to see only empirical
studies about the treatment of autism. To do this, scroll down the Narrow Results by list
until you come to Methodology and select “empirical study.”
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You have now narrowed your original search on autism to empirical studies about the treatment
of autism. You can continue narrowing using these tools until you find manageable results.

Searches shown were conducted in October 2008
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