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Violence exists in numerous forms, affects people along the entire age continuum and leaves traces of physical and psychological scars that can best be described as damaging. The fact that violence in the home and violence on the streets is a matter of concern is undeniable, and the effect that violence exerts on a particular population of people is also indisputable. A significant and alarming amount of ethnic minorities are involved in acts of violence, both as perpetrators and victims, and the reasons and mechanisms behind the statistics are still currently under investigation. Although much progress has been made in the field, many factors have yet to be understood. In order to achieve the highest possible level of education and cultural competence in regards to violence, it is pertinent to understand biases, family factors, help-seeking behaviors, motivations and other key components that contribute to violence perpetration and victimization. The following is a synopsis of findings aimed at providing information pertinent to the area of victimization and perpetration of violence in ethnic minority populations. By no means are these findings exhaustive given that this area of research is immense, therefore this provides solely a glimpse into some of the many advances made in the field up to this point. 

· Impact of Alcohol Availability and Advertising on Violence:

A limited yet promising area of research focuses on the effect of alcohol advertising and availability on neighborhood violence (Alaniz, 1998; Alaniz & Wilkes, 1995). The availability and concurrent advertising of alcohol tends to be highly concentrated in low-income ethnic minority neighborhoods and correlates with increased rates of violence. Alcohol availability includes locations where alcohol is consumed and where alcohol may be purchased. Greater amounts of target advertising, such as storefront advertisements and advertisements in the interiors of alcohol outlets, are correlated with increased alcohol-related acts of violence. One promising study demonstrated that alcohol outlet density, or the number of outlets in an area per 1,000 residents, can be a stronger predictor of alcohol-related violence than ethnicity (Alaniz, 1998). Yet since alcohol outlet density tends to be higher in low-income minority neighborhoods, rates of violence are thus increased in such contexts. These findings serve to emphasize one of the detrimental effects that alcohol exerts on communities, particularly those prone to violence and disruption.

· Violence as the Main Culprit of Spinal Cord Injuries:

 
In exploring the main causes of spinal cord injuries (SCIs) in minorities, violence emerged as the primary cause of such injuries (49.4%), whereas vehicular accidents were responsible for the majority of SCIs in non-minorities (Burnett, Kolakowsky-Hayner, White, & Cifu, 2002). Many of these injuries resulted in paraplegia (i.e. loss of movement in the lower limbs) or tetraplegia (i.e. loss of movement in all limbs).  Demographic characteristics of those suffering SCIs included residency in an urban setting, single status, male gender, unemployment, and educational attainment not reaching beyond high school. The current study and related research have yet to determine whether SCIs and participation in criminal activity are correlated, yet once that data is available, the full extent of SCIs in minorities may be better understood.  

· Maternal Violence Perpetration and its Influence on Children:


Maternal partner violence (i.e. a mother directing violence at her partner and/or being a victim of partner violence) and parenting practices were investigated in order to measure their impact on subsequent violence in a sample of African-American and Latino boys from an economically disadvantaged inner-city. Mothers and their adolescent boys participated in a study that found that perpetration, not victimization, was responsible for the effects of parental partner violence (Tolan, Gorman-Smith, & Henry, 2002). Partner violence perpetration and victimization included acts ranging from verbal aggression and minor physical violence to severe physical violence, and maternal violence perpetration was found to impact both monitoring and harsh parenting. As maternal violence perpetration increased, both monitoring (e.g. keeping track of child’s school activities and friends) and harsh parenting were found to decrease. Youth’s involvement in violent acts ranged from misdemeanors to felonies, and as harsh parenting increased, so too did youth violence. Yet as parental monitoring increased, violence in youth decreased. As a result, support is provided for a robust relationship between maternal partner violence (in this case perpetration), parenting practices, and violence in youth. Although further research must be conducted, the vast impact that these factors exert upon one another is undeniable, and steps must be taken to further investigate the role of violence across generations. 

· Domestic Abuse Disclosure Among Minority Women: 


The circumstances surrounding the disclosure of domestic abuse to family and non-family members was explored in a group of African American, Hispanic, and South Asian women (Yoshioka, Gilbert, El-Bassel, & Baig-Amin, 2003). Overall, women who demonstrated a higher perceived social network and those who reported a lower frequency of physical violence were more likely to reveal domestic violence to members outside of the family, such as a counselor, police, or lawyer. The majority of all women approached a family member for assistance, including members of the abuser’s family. Although not statistically significant, compared to half of the sample of African American and Hispanic women who sought assistance from non-family members, only one quarter of South Asian women went beyond their family unit for assistance. South Asian women were also more likely than African American and Hispanic women to be married at the time, and tended to receive advice (from family and non-family members) to remain in the marriage in order to work on the problems, to put up with the abuse, or when a solution to the problem was unknown. In general and across groups, family members were more likely to encourage the women to stay in the relationship, whereas advice provided by friends and professionals more likely encourage the women to leave their abusive partner. Cultural biases and views regarding marriage and divorce emerged as important factors, undoubtedly impacting the advice that was provided by both professionals and non-professionals.

· Motives for Violence Resulting in Homicide:


Some of the most extreme cases of violence result in the killing of another human being, and although the consequence is identical, the path that leads to committing murder varies between individuals (Martinez, Nielsen, & Lee, 2003). The circumstances surrounding homicides committed during a ten-year period in Miami, Florida were investigated, and were labeled as follows: drug-related killings, killings between intimates, killings committed during the course of robbery, other felonies (e.g. rape), other circumstances (e.g. family), unknown motives, and “escalation” killings (i.e. arguments that prove fatal). Ethnic/racial groups that were investigated included Anglos, Mariel Cubans, non-Mariel Latinos (other Latinos), Afro-Caribbean (Haitians and Jamaicans), and African Americans. Overall, escalation killings occurred most frequently, accounting for approximately one-third of homicides, drug-related killings and robbery were the second and third leading causes of homicide, respectively. Males were less likely to be perpetrators and victims of killings between intimates, and were more likely to be perpetrators and victims of escalation killings when compared to females. Multiple offenders were found to be involved in drug, robbery, other felony, and other known circumstances when compared to escalation offenses, which were usually perpetrated by one-time offenders. In terms of ethnicity/race few significant relationships emerged, with the exception of Afro-Caribbeans who were significantly more likely to be offenders in drug-related homicides. The paths and motives surrounding violence is essential to consider given that no two crime scenes are identical, and the authors emphasize that since ethnicity in the United States is diverse, so too is homicide and the motives involved. 

· Relationship of Household Income to Violence Experienced by Youth: 


There is much support for the relationship between lower-income and increased rates of exposure to violence, and in order to expand upon these findings, one study looked at the victimization by violence in Caucasian, African American, and Hispanic youth (Crouch, Hanson, Saunders, Kilpatrick, & Resnick, 2000). The association between household income (upper, middle, lower levels) and the frequency of witnessing violence, receiving physically abusive punishment, physical assault, and sexual assault was determined. In comparison to Caucasian youth, an increase in household income did not yield a decrease in the frequency of violence victimization among African American and Hispanic youth (i.e. increased income was not a protective factor for these two groups). In addition, the rates of witnessing violence were significantly higher for African American and Hispanic youth at each income level in comparison to their Caucasian peers. African American youth also reported higher rates of physically abusive punishment at all income levels and higher rates of physical and sexual assault at the higher income level when compared to their Caucasian and Hispanic peers. An increase in household income was associated with a decrease in risk for assault in Caucasian but not minority youth. These findings lead one to question straightforward explanations of the income/violence relationship and instead direct the focus to factors beyond income that may serve as protective or risk factors for victimization in minority youth. 

· Intergenerational Trauma from Violence Among Ethnic Minorities: 


Intergenerational trauma, also known as historical trauma, is a constellation of symptoms that occur as a result of cumulative emotional and psychological trauma that transmits across the life span and generations as a result of colonization and genocide (Yellow Horse Brave Heart, 2003; Struthers & Lowe, 2003).  The sequelae of intergenerational trauma has been shown to be related to substance use, depression, and family violence which tends to be higher among ethnic minorities (Yellow Horse Brave Heart, 2003; Struthers & Lowe, 2003). For example, American Indian youth show significantly higher rates of depression, substance use, and suicide compared to the general population. Moreover, the rates of suicide among American Indian youth are highest compared to other ethnic minorities and twice the national average (CDC, 2007). Intergenerational trauma resulting from post-colonial contact including genocide, loss of cultural traditions from forced assimilation, including residential schooling has been proposed as a possible risk factor for these issues among American Indian youth. A recent study found a significant relationship between having at least one parent who attended a residential boarding school and suicide ideation and attempts among a sample of American Indian youth (Cedar Project Partnership, 2008). Furthermore, effects of intergenerational trauma have been found among children of Holocaust survivors. Several studies have found that children of Holocaust survivors showed increased risk for lifetime rates of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression (Kellermann, 2001; Yehuda & Bierer, 2001; Yehuda, Halligan, & Grossmna, 2001). These studies suggest that violence directed toward ethnic minorities may have a deleterious and lasting impact upon future generations including higher incidence of trauma-related psychological disorders and must be considered as a risk factor for psychopathology among ethnic minorities. 
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