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MESSAGE FROM FRESIDENT JARVIE

"I am plessed to report that at the September 10966
meeting of the Americen Psychological Associstion
Exacutive Council in New York City we were formelly
approved as Divisien 28. The menbers nf the present
Executive Councll and the charter members contributed
considerable effnrt to our crestion, but most of the
credit for the spade work gpes to Herley Hanson and
Carl Scheckel. HNow that we gre launched I am sure that
we ocaf becrme cne of the most setive apd productive
dlvisions in the APA.

Paychrphariacnlogy has been a subject nf intenaive
investigation for ebout 8 decade now and psycholopists
have played an important though pot exclusive role in the
development of this ares. Certain types of behavior are
atrongly influenced by certain types of drugs. Psycholo-
gists have come to reglife that drugs ere important tools
for understanding and contrmlling behavier. By the same
ioken psychiatrists; phearmecologists, and biochemiets have
crma b realize thet behavior may be used to undersetand
the action of drugs. The advent of the phencathiszines and
rauwnlfis slkalecids heve made paychiatristz swere that
verbal communicaticn, though important, 18 not the only
way to treat patiemts. The appearance of other classes
of drugs has reinforced this view. Phermscologists and
binchemizts are beginning to accept the fact that the
function of the brain is more complex than merely trans-
mission of nerve impulses and that the actinns nf a drug
like chlorpromeszine nr L8D ar imipramine espnot be umder-
gtand solely by studylng an snesthetized animal in the

laborstory or & brain homogenste in s test tube. Eehaviorsl

scionce is invading the most sscred precinctes of molecular
investigetiomn.
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0f course, psychopharmacology must promise much more tham 1t has
delivered. We still cannot comprehepd the full peychological potentisl
of drugs. We have only hints to the snewers to such questions as the
follewing: Are there drugs thet meke us happy and drugs that mske us
cery? Can drugs affect our sppetite and our slesp? Are there drugas that
will facilitate learning and rememberingt? What psychologicel functions
cannct be influenced by drugst Clearly it will teke people with psychological
training to answer these gquestions but the interdisciplinsry implications are,
of course, grest.

Ope of the main functions of cur division will be to encourage research
into the behavioral effects of drugs. If certsin orgapizations have been
overenthusiastic in their expectatiomns in the past of psychological miracles
from drugs; we would like to prevent the converse reaction of rejection. Ome
of the ways we can heilghten interest in our field is to have s successful
scientific progrem at the American Psycheological Association Convention and
I am gppesling to members to contribute peapers for the next meeting.

Altbhough we have much in common with Divisions 3, 6, and 25 and hope

to effect appropriate lialson with them, we alsc can gain something from
branches of psychology desling with more complex forms of human behavior.
There is scarcely a division of the APA which could not have some interest
in drugs. Certainly the socisl and clinical implications of dArugs are
tremendously important and the influence of youth and old age upon drug
effects would be hard to underestimste. We should be gble to develop some
interesting programs in collsborstion with these other divisions.

I hope that our membership will send us suggestions for our programs
Bt well sg for other possible metivities. Some of these can be printed in
our Kewsletter and others brought up at the time of our meeting. Further-
more, it would be extremely helpful if our present members would help to
recruit other members to our division. With an active membership we can
lock forwerd to e highly successful division."

SPECIAL NOTICE

"Through an unfortunate error certain charter members received a dues
gtatement with their designetion ag fellows. They still remain charter
members but thelr election to fellowship status bhas not been completed and
is being considered carefully by the membership committee. Thelir election
must follew the ususl AFA rules. We hope that all of our cherter members
will ultimetely become fellows of the division.™
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CALL FCR FAFERS AND SYMPCEIA

Division 28 has been allocated 11 hours program time during the 1967
Convention which is being held in Washingten, D.C. September 1-5. The
division's time is scheduled for the 1st and Snd of September (Friday and
Baturday) sll sessions to be at the Bheraton Park Hotel.

All members of the Divigion are encouraged to submit papere snd idess
for syaposia keeping in mind that the deadline is March 1, 1957. See pages
1¥Ee 1101 af Americsn Psychologist 21 November 1966 for details of prepara-
tion. Dend ahketencks endfor requests for information ta:

Dr. Carl Scheckel
Department of FPharmacology
Hoffmann Ia Roche

Nutley 10, New Jersey

HOMINATIONS FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT

The membership ie reminded to give attention to the pemination for
president-elect. The ballots heve been semt out, plesse return yours; if
you have not received a ballot contact pur secretary, Cerl Scheckel.

NEW JOURKAL

It was called to our attention that the "Social Science and Medicine
will te published monthly sterting in January 1957 by Pergemon Fress Inc.
The editors invite originel reports of systematic studies snd research in
"all areas of commom interest to the eocilo-behgwioral sclences and medicine,
including psychietry snd epidemiclogy™ Editor-in-coisf Dr. Feter J. M.
McEwan, Harverd Medical School, 4 Fenwood Foad, Boston, Measachusetts 02115,
Fublished quarterly, subscription $10.00 or ES U.K.

Our bylaws provide for a class of membership, corporate affiliates.
Any member knoving of s proper organization which might be intereasted in
being elected b5 membérship, or if there sre members interested 1n promoting
thig cless of membearship, contact Becretary Goheckel.
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S8ince this is the first number of The Needle it is still somewhst
uncertain what ite role in the Division should be. Any comments or

suggestions will be apprecisted by the editor:
Dr. Harley M. Hanson
Merck Institute
West Foint, Pennsylvania 19486



