Decembar 15, 1974

w._ FROM THE PRESIDENT
psydole

. -

The American Psy-
chological Association
has recognized the
need to solicit more
..f. ﬂ.ﬂtl‘llEl}" the partici-
pat:l.m of students
¥ HILSE in Association acti=
vities. APA Division 25, Experimental
Analysis of Behavior, has provided
exemplary leadership in this regard,
providing for student membership
status and for two student members
on the Bwecutive Comittes, both with
voting privileges. In the
Division 28 by-laws (enclosed) on
which you will vote, we are recom
mending the establishment of student
mambership status in Division 28. It
is proposaed that such memicers must be
graduate students majoring in psychor
logy and fulfill the other reguire—
ments listed by A.P.A.

In an effort to make student

token gesture, we have also suggested
that one student member, with voting
status, be elected to the Executive
Committee of Division 28. Moreover,
I am urging that consideration be
given to establishing student paper
sessiems at the annual meeting. Such
paper sessions need not be in lieu of
authoring or coauthoring papers at
the larger cormvention, but would pro-
vide students with an opportunity to
present their findings in a slicghtly
less formal atmosphere than the major
paper sessions; these sessions would
also set the occasion for rubbing
elbows with peers and fellow profes-
sionals. In this day and age of
limited job opportunities it may
also provide a mechanism for early
job hunting which might othervise

not present itself,

I can think of no better way for
students to become enculturated with
the attitudes and professional behay-
iors expected of members of their
profession than by attending and

giving papers, participating in Divi-
sion business, and incroasing their
contact with an array of investigators
in the field of psychopharmacology.

I encourage you to think over
carefully the question of student mem-
bership, to discuss the proposal with
colleagues and students, and then to
cast your vote. WVotes must be in by
January 31, BRemember: two-thirds
of those voting must support an ammend-
ment for it to become part of the
Iy=laws.

REPORT OF THE BY-LANS COMMITTEE

The By-Laws Committee, composed of
Travis Thampson, George lleise, and Roy
Pickens, have met and discussed pro-
posed changes in the by-laws. If those
charges are to be accepted and to go
into effect before the 1975 meeting, a
two-thirds vote Ly mail ballot (enclosed)

= theretfore solic—
it your inc:':‘ul-:}m'm in reading the pro-
posed by-laws, and request that you
return the hallot no later than Jamuary
31, 1975.

Youl will note that there is a slate
of officars and their terms through
December 30, 1977, If the proposed
by-law changes are approved (and we urge
you that you do accept them), these
officers and terms will also have been
approved. The primary changes in the
by-laws are as follows:

(1) Terms of Officers:

a) Term of President will be
o years rather than ope;
b) Term of Sccretary will be
three vears rather than onej
¢} Term of Treasurer will be
b vears rather than one;
d) Term of Representative(s)
to Council will be two years
rather than one;

(2) Additiomal Officers: I
a) Merbership Chairperson: to




be elected by a majority of
the Fxecutive Comittee, for
a term of two years;

b} Mowsletter Editor: to be
elected by a majority of the
Exccutive Committee for a
three=year term.

(3) Composition of Executive
Comiittes:
a) Voting: President, Past-
President, President-Elect,
Secretary, Treasurer, APA
Counci]l Representative(s),

person-Elect, APA Council
Representative (Alternate),
ASPET-Division 2B Liason Rep—
rescntative

(4) Fellow status would be re-
quired of all members of the
Executive Comittes exoe
Council Representative and
Student Morber.

(5) Student member status: A
student member status has been
added (dues to be set at a re—
duced level by the Executive
Camittee at the 1975 meeting) .
Student members would partici-
pate as voting members in all
Division affairs.

December 30, 1975

F. \I’::rt@
Past-President G. Heise
President T. Thompson
President=Elact P. Carlton
Secretary R. Pickens
Treasurer P. Carlton
APR Courcil
Fepresentative H. Barry
Mewsletter Editor T. Thanpson
Student
Representative none
Membership
Chairperson B. Beer
Frogram Chairperson D. (verton
B, t-i:n—".?::lﬂ'
Past—Program
Chairpersom I. Geller
Frogram Chairperson-
Elect R. Leaf

AFA Council Rep—
resentative (Alt.) V. Laties
MPET=-Div. 28 Liascn

Representative B. Weiss

Jamaary 1, 1977—
December 30, 1977

January 1, 1976—-
December 30, 1976

T. Thanpson none

P. Carlton P. Carlton
none electad M)
R. Pickens elected (M)
nominess elected (M) .
naninees elected (M) .
elected (E) .
nane naminees electad (SM)
B. Bear electad (E)
R. Leaf

D. Overten R. Leaf
electad (E) elacted (E)
electad (E) nd
B. Weiss electad (E)

M: Elected by Division 28 members
E: Elected by Division 28 Executive Comittoe
gM: Elected by Division 28 student members
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WIAT'S [IAPPENING AT...

THE DR PROJECT
UNIVERSITY {F FLORIDMA
contributed by Henry Boudin

The Dreg Project in Gainesville,
Florida, is looking forward to expand-
ing iks services three-fold in 1975,
according to Dr. Henry Boudin, Direc—
tor. The expansion, from 20 to 60
clients, is dependent upon an antiei-
pated three—year grant from the
Mational Institute on Drug Abuse.

The projected expansion of the
project will test three methods of
treatment: (1) 20 clients will be
in its reqular contingency—-contract
program; (2) 20 clients will ba in a
quided group-management group, in which
group mambers will create and mendtor
contracts, providing group reinforce—
ment methods and group contingencies;
and (3) 20 clients will have a
combination of individual contingency
contracts and group psychotheramDy.

"Contingency contracting” is the
basic structure of the Drnyg Project's
treatment program, although this is
supplemented with a wide variety of
other technigques that appear approp-
riate fer the individual. The con-
tracts set out certain respomsibilities,
oonsequences if these responsibilities
are not carried out, and a series of
privileges and bonuses for positive
reinforcement.

While the am is roneresi=
dential, the typical client has 50
"contact points” with the project
each week. These include five or six
phone calls each day, two ar three
managerial aprointments each week, one
or two therapy Sessions a month, four
monitered urine checks sach weok, and
spot checks upon the client's location
and activities. This structure per-
mits referrals from the courts whan
Jjudges want close supervision of the
offenders. Sixty percent of the
clients have been incarcerated prior
to entering tha project.

CHILDRFM'S RESEARCH CFMTFER

UNIVERSTLY OF JLLIMDIS
AT WOl AT

contrilwtod by Rolert L. Soramque

The fifth year of the oodiatric
peychopharmacology research project
sponsored by ND'H is beginning under
the direction of Dr. Rolert L. Sprague.
During the past four years, the pro-
ject has focussed primarily on the
exploration of effects of stimulant
medication wpon hyperactive/minimally
brain-damaged cutpatient children
from neighboring communities, with
emphasis on dose-effect relationships
on different target behaviors.

Considerable emphasis has bean
placed upon developing standardized
procedures for diagnosing hyperactive
children. A rating scale developed by
Comners for use with teachers has been
standardized on ahout 300 children in
the United States and 400 children in
a cooperating Mew Zealand laboratory.
The abbreviated scale (10 items of the
original 39 Conmers items) has repeat-
edly been shown to be sensitive to drug
and dosage manipulation; e.g.,as little
as a 0.10 ar 0.20 mg/kg change in the
dose of methylphenidate can be readily
detected by the child's teacher in
double-blind studies.

Humerous measures are taken on the
child during the course of the study,
bhut learning performance is emmhasized:
€.g., a short—term memory task and the
Continuous Performance Test have been
oconsistently used. An imverted U-shap-
ed dose-response curve is reliably
obtained from thess measures, and it
has besn repeatedly demonstrated that
methylphenidate at a dose of 0.30 mg/kg
leads to the peak enhancement of learn-

ing performance.

After an initial participation of two
o three months, all children are fol-
lowed on a long—term basis looking for
data on the natural history of hyper-
activity, cutcome with and without
treatment, and long-term side effects
of medication. Careful height and



























