
December 15, 1974 

FROM THE PRESIDENT -- 
by Travis Thompson 

The American Psy- 
f ' " " 7 chological A-!sociation 

h a s  recOqmzed the 
need to s o l i c i t  more 

t ively the partici-  
pation of students 
i n  Association acti-  

Division 25, Experimental 
ior ,  has provided 

exemplary' leadership in t h i s  
providing' for  student membership 
status amd for  two student members 
on the Executive Ccninittee, both with 
voting privileges. In the proposed 
Division 28 by-laws (enclosed) on 
which you wi l l  vote, we are reccm- 
mending the establishment of student 
membership s tatus i 28. 
is proposed that su must 
graduate students majoring i n  psycho- 
logy and f u l f i l l  the other require- 
mts listed by A.P.A. 

In an e f fo r t  to make student 
membership scmethinq other than a 
token gesture, we have also suggested 
that one student member, w i t h  voting 
status,  be elected t o  the Executive 
Camittee of Division 28. Moreover, 
I am urging that consideration be 
given t o  establishing stud 
sessions a t  the annual mee 
paper sessions need not be i n  l ieu of -- 
authoring or co-authoring papers a t  
the larger convention, but would pro- 
vide students w i t h  an opportunity to 
present the i r  findings 
less formal atmosphere 
paper sessions; these sessions 
also s e t  the occas 
elbows with peers fellow profes- 
sionals. In  this day and age of 
limited job opportunities it may 
also provide a mechanism f 
job hunting which might ot 
not present i t s e l f .  

I can think of no better way for 

giving papers, p a r t i c i p a t i q  i n  Divi- 
sion business, and incrcasinq their 
contact with an array of i n v e s t i g a t o r s  
in the f i e ld  of ~syci1q~h~"irma~co1oqy. 

I enmurage you to think over 
carefully the question of s tudent  meni- 

bership, t o  discuss the proposal with 
colleagues and students, and then t o  
cast  your vote. V o t e s  must be i n  by 
January 31. P~emesid~r: two-thirds -- 
of those voting roust support an anmend- 
merit for it to part of the 
by-laws . 

CcCTTUttee r composed of 
, George IIeise, and Roy 

Pickens, have nyt arid discussed pro- 
posed changes in  the by-laws. If those 
changes are to be accepted and to g o  
into effec t  before the 1975 ~ i e e t i n q ,  a 
two-thirds v o t e ;  mil ballot (enclosed) 
must be obtained. Wa therefore solic- 
it indulgence i n  reading t h e  pro- 
POS -laws, and request t h a t  you 
return the ballot no l a te r  than  January 
31, 1975. 

there is a slate 
of off icers  and terms through 
December 30, 1977. If the proposed 
by-law changes are; approved (and we urge 
you that you do accept them), these - 

tern, will also have been 
The primary changes in the 
e as follows: 

Officers : 
of President w i l l  be 
s rather 
of Secre 11 be 

three years rather than one; 
em of Twdsurer w i l l  be 
years rather than one; 

of Representative (s) 
cil will be two years 



be elected by a majority of 
the Executive Qannittee, for  
a term of two years; 
b) Newsletter Editor: to be . -- 
elected by a majority of the 
Executive Committee for a (4)  
three-year term ,, 

(3) Corposition of Executive -- - 
C m u t t e e  : 
a)  Votincj : President , Past- 
President, President-Elect, (5) 
Secretary, Treasurer, APA 
Council Representative ( s ) , 
Membership ChaUrperson, Pro- 
gram Chairperson, Newsletter 
Edi tor ,  Student Member 
b) Non-Votinc[: Past-Program 
Chairperson, 1Prc1gram Chair- 

person-Elect, APA Council 
Representative (Alternate), 
ASPET-Division 28 Linson Rep- 
resentative 

Fellow status would to re- 
quired of a l l  members of the 
E3cecutive chnnittee except 
Council Representative and 
Student bfember. 

Student member status: A 
student member status has been 
added (dues to be set at a re- 
duced level by the Executive 
C d t t e e  a t  the 1975 meeting). 
Student members would partici- 
pate a s  voting members i n  a l l  
Division affairs .  

Currently Elected -- 
January 1, 1975-- 
December 30, 1975 

A. Vot ing  
Past-President 
President 
President-Elect 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
APA Council 

Representative 
N e w s l e t t e r  Editor 
Student 

Representative 
Merribelrship 

chairperson 
Program Chairperson 

Be Nan-Voi* 
Past-Program 

Chairperson 
Program Chairperson- 

E l e c t  
APA Council Rep- 

resentative ( A l t  . ) 
ASPETÃ‘Div 28 L i m n  

Representative 

SLATE OF OFFICERS -- 

G. Heise 
T. Thcxnpson 
P. Carlton 
Ro Pickens 
P. Carlbon 

Barry 
T. Thonpson 

none 

B. Beer 
D. overton 

R. Leaf 

E?2Ee! 
January 1, 1 9 7 6 ~  January 1, 1977- 
December 30, 1976 December 30, 1977 

T. Thanpson none 
P. Carlton P. Carlton 
none elected (MI 
R. Pickens elected (M) 
nominees elected (MI 

nominees elected (M) 
elected (El b 

none nominees elected (SMI 

B. Beer elected (E) 

D. Overton R. Leaf 

elected (El elected (El 

elected (EI +Â 

B. Wsiss elected (El 

M: Elected by Division 28 members 
E: Elected by Division 28 Executive Ccmnittee 
EM: Elected by Division 28 student members 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT.. . 
THE DRUG PROJECT 
UNrn 'RSITY OF FLORIDA 
contributed by Henry Boudin 

The Drug P r o j e c t  in Gainesville, 
Florida, is looking forward to expand- 
ing its services three-fold in 1975, 
according to Dr. Henry budin, Direc- 
tor. The expansion, from 20 to 60 
clients, is dependent upon an antici- 
pated three-year grant f m  the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse. 

The projected expansion of the 
project will test three methods of 
treatment: (1) 20 clients will be 
in its regular contingency-contract 
program; (2) 20 clients will be in a 
guided group-management group, in which 
qroup members will create and nonitor 
contracts, providing group reinforce- 
merit methods and group contingencies; 
and (3) 20 clients will have a 
combination of individual contingency 
contracts and group psychotherapy. 

'Contingency contracting" is the 
basic structure of the Drug Project's 
treatment program, although this is 
supplemented with a wide variety of 
other techniques that appear approp- 
riate for the individual. The oon- 
tracts set out certain responsibilities, 
consequences if these responsibilities 
are not carried out, and a series of 
privileges and bonuses for positive 
reinforcement. 

While the program is non-resi- 
dential, the typical client has 50 
'contact points" with the project 
each week. These include five or six 
phone calls each day, tws or three 
managerial appointments each week, one 
or two theracy sessions a month, four 
monitored u r h e  checks each week, and 
spot checks upon the client's location 
and activities. This structure per- 
mits referrals fm the courts 'when 
judges want close supervision of the 
offenders. Sixty percent of the 
clients have been incarcerated prior 
to entering the project. 

CHILDREN'S RESEARCH era7TER 
UNIVEIGITY OF ILLINOIS 
AT LitY3WA-CIWIPAJGN 

contributed by Rober t  L. Snrawn 

The fifth year of the ncdicitric 
psychopharmacology research project 
sponsored by N F I H  is boqinnincr under 
the direction of Dr. Rolort L. Sprague. 
During the past four years, the pro- 
ject has focussed primarily on the 
exploration of effects of stimulant 
medication upon hyperactive/minimally 
brain-damaqed outpatient children 
from neighboring conmunities, with 
emphasis on dose-effect relationships 
on different target behaviors. 

Considerable emphasis has been 
placed upon developing standardized 
procedures for diagnosing hyperactive 
children. A rat* scale developed by 
Conners for use with teachers has been 
standardized on about 300 children in 
the United States and 400 children in 
a cooperating New Zealand laboratory. 
The abbreviated scale (10 itans of the 
original 39 Conners items) has repeat- 
edly been shown to be sensitive to drug 
and dosage manipulation; e.g.,as little 
as a 0.10 or 0.20 q/kg chanqe in the 
dose of mthylphenidate can be readily 
detected by the child's teacher in 
double-blind studies. 

Numerous measures are taken on the 
child during the course of the study, 
but learning performance is emhasized; 
e.g ., a short- term memory task and the 
Continuous Performance Test have been 
consistently used. An inverted U-shap- 
ed dose-response curve is reliably 
obtained iron these measures, and it 
has been repeatedly demonstrated that 
methylphenidate at a dose of 0.30 q/kg 
leads to the peak enhancement of learn- 
ing performance. 

After an initial participation of two 
to three months, all children are fol- 
lowed on a long-tern basis looking for 
data on the natural history of hyper- 
activity, outoone with and without 
treatment, and long-term side effects 
of medication. Careful height and 


















