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AAP SEEKS DIVISION 28
SO

The Association for the
Advancement of Psychology
recently contacted this
. office regarding support
for their activities by
il the Division and its
memters. At the 1975
meeting in Mew Orleans, the Executive
Committes voted to support ARP in the form
af two corporate memberships.

In his recent letter, Clarence J. Martin,
AP Executive Director, said, "As you
know, the Association for the Advance-
ment of Psychology will have been in
operation, representing psychology in
the public policy arena, for a year and
a half by the date of the 83rd Annual
APA Convention in Chicago this fall”.

"BAP was established upon the recommenda-
tion of APA's Policy and Planning Board,
after a strong vote supporting the
reconmendation on the part of the Council
of Representatives in Jarmary 1974. Thae
AAP Trustees are striving for broad
representativeness among 1ts corporate

as well as individual mombers. The
divisions represent substantive diversity,
emach with a somewnat different perspective
on legislation and related public policy
matters."

"ewowe would hope that you would take
positive action to encourage your
membership to become individual AAP
members: a $25 irvestment in the

future of pesychology is a low cost, indeed.”

"AAP is the arm of all psychol-
ogy on Capitol Hill and is striving to
support your interests. To accamplish
this we need your support.”

As editor and President of Division 28,

I encourage our membership to consider
ARP's plea for support. Their activities
are significant and timely and worthy

of our careful consideration.

T:.Thompson, Fh.D.

SUMARRTES

OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF

SPECIAL INTEREST

Einstein, S. w

Pergamcn Press, 1975,

H_e;,_;'n-&ma iz an attempt to generate
a ra approach to evaluating drug
use and drug users in our society by
replacing myth with fact, and by offer-
ing sober suggestions for the interven-
tion of maladaptive drug taking. »After
introducing the reader to drugs, drug
effecta, and pertinent terminoloqy,
Beyond Drugs provides a cursory treat-
ment of theories explaining the use

and misuse of drugs, explores the range
of drug use in our sociesty, and then
describes a ratiomale for intervening
in the misuse of drugs. There is no
particular emphasis on’ an operant
interpretation of drug dependence. At
the end of esach chapter project problems
are provided to engender the reader's
personal familiarity with drug use and
drug misuse in his immediate world.
Bevond Drugs is directed at any person
with a cocncern for drug use in his or
her commnity but who has little of no
background in the area.

MNew York:

Frike, Hormykiewicz ,and Sigg, The

Pharmacologqy of Psychotherapeutic Drugs.

This book is a short but indepth

report on the most common clinically

and experimentally employed Dﬁ‘p’d‘ﬂ'
pharmacologic drugs. Major sections

are devoted to chloropromazine and
reserpine. Smaller but not less complete
gections deal with the Butyrophenones
(e-g. haloperidol), minor tranquilizers,
moneoanine oxidage inhibitors and the
tricyclic antidepressants.

Most of the book deals with drug-
physiology interactions. The influence
of the drug groups on the activity of
major brain areas, the central nervous
gystem as a whole, the peripheral
nervous systom and homeostatic mechanisms
are reported. Commen clinically seen
side sffects are also noted as are
adverse drug-drug interactions.




Basic pharmacologic information concern-

ing biotransformations, metabolic path-
ways and major metabolites is brief and

well-written, but presumes some previous

exposure in this area to be understand-
able.

Drug-behavior interactions are not
discussed in detail. Quite often only
cursary treatment iz given to the
major behavicral effects of the drug
groups. The book concludes with a
helpful section on chemical structures
of the most commonly used drugs and
their prescribed human dose ranges.

WANT ADS
POSTTION AVATLAHRLE
Lectureships in psychology available

September 1975 - 4 openings; terminal
degree or equivalent required. Salsry

dependent on previous teaching experience.

Positions open: 1. Child-cliniecal

Send any Position Available or Position
Desired ads to be included in the next
Nesmlettar to:

Ms. Patricia Evans
Psychiatry Research Unit

Box 392 Mayo

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455
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WHAT'S HAPFENING AT...

BEHAVIORAL PHARMACOLOGY AMD TOXICOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF BOCHESTER
by Bernard Weiss

Our program in Behavicral FPharmacology

and Toxicology is located within the
Department of Radiation and Riophysics,

and was established at Fochester in 1965

v Victor Laties and myself. Both of us
had mowed from John fopkins, where we had
pursued research in behavioral pharmacology
during the previous ten years. The provo-
cation for our coming to Rochester was the

with emphasis on application with handi- imminent development of a doctoral train-
capped children or general school context; ing program in toxicology. The Department
2. Blucational psychologist with special of Radiation Biology and Biophysics, al-
emphasis on child development, learning, ways deeply inwvolved in toxicological

and psychological assessment; 3. gquestions, came into being as part of the
Genaral -experimental with emphasis on Manhattan Project in arder to evaluate
teaching introductory psychology and mamy of the poisonous substances involwved
baginning research methodology; 4. Bio- in nuclear weapon production. After World
peychology with emphasis on teaching under-War II, the Atomic Energy Project became
gracduate lecture and laboratory courses. the Department of Radiation Biology. The
Interasted applicants should send vita to: Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
Dr. Henry Peterson, Chairman, Depart- grew out of the Atomic Epergy Project and
ment of ogy, California State both departments jointly sponsored the
University, Chico, CA 95929, An Bgual  doctoral training program in Toxicology.
Opportunity Emplover. William Meuman, Aser Fothstein, and Harold
Hodge zaw the desirability and perceived
the role that a behavioral group might
play in such an enterprise and; as a
result, we were imvited to mowe to
Rrchaster.

POSITION AVALLABLE

Program director for Commumity Compre-
henzive Drug Abuse Control Program.

Challenging new program coordinated

by Mental Health Center serving South
Kane and Kendall Co. in Ill., with the
city of Murora as hub., Advanced degree
in psychology, mental health or related
field and administrative experience;

experience in drug-abuse control services

preferred. Salary range, 514,000 -
$18,000. Send resume to: Director,

Due to the setting in which we found our-
selves, our interests evolved in the direct-
ion of Behaviocral Toxicology, a field now
undergoing an enommous growth  gpurt. It
was only as late as 1972 that the first

Ue5: conference on PBehavicral Toxicology
was held. The proceedings of that con-
ference have now been published (Behavio-
ral Toxicoloagy, IBd. by B, VYeiss and V.G,

FFOMHC, Box 472, Aurora IL 60507. An Egual Laties; Plenum Publishing Corp. ,1975).

Opportunity Affirmative Action Emplover.
.—2—



Rochester has also beome the recipient
of a grant to found an Enwirenmental
Health Sciences Center, and Behavrioral
Toxioologqy cocupies a major role in
the Center's programs.

A large part of our current program in
Behavioral Toxioology focuses on heavy
metals, with a special emphasis on
methylmercury. Ralatively early
during our caresr in Rochester, we be—
care interested in the behavioral effects
of mercury vapor, an agent known since
antiguity as & polson and whose primary
effects at low and moderate concentra-
tions seem to spring from actions with-
in the central nervous system. In the
midst of same early attenpts to study
the effects of mercury vapor on fine
motor performance in the squirrel monkey,
we became enmeshed, in 1970, in a
study with humans who had been exposed
in the course of calibrating glass
pipettes. We switched our interest
from monkeys to humans and examined the
course of recovery in three women
following the cessation of exposure.

Almost at the same time, methylmercury
was discovered in fish from Lake 5t.
Clair, and then fish fram the Great
Lakes, and oceanic fish. Since methly-
mercury is the most toxic of all mercury
arul had been respon-
sible for an ecological disaster at
Minamata, Japan, many governmental
agencies became concerned about the
possible extent of the problem, espec-
ially its implications for health.
Rochester's previous history in heavy
metal research and, particularly, its
background in mercury,; led to a large
grant to support work on the health
aspects of mercury exposure. The
program took on another dimension when
Bochester became involved in a collabo-
ration with Iragi investigators to deal
with the consequences of a mass cuthreak
of methl poisoning in Irag in
the winter of 1971-72 arising from
the consumption of grain treated with
a methylmercury fungicids.

So far, our laboratory has concentrated
on studies with animals, in part, howesver,
with a view to the develcpment of tech-

nicues that can be adapted for field
studies of exposed population, where the

exposure comes from the consumtion of
fish carrying high body burdens of
methylmercury. Our studies of the

visual system of monkeys, supervised by
Dr. Hugh Fvans, offer a great deal of
potential for these purposes. The visual
system in humans seems to be a particu-
lar target of methylmercury. Clinieal
manifestations appear as constriction

of the visual field, and pathological
consequences are revealed as destruction
of nervous tissue in the visual cortex,
particulrly along the calcarine fissure.
A chain of reasoning based upon the
structure of the visual system in primates
led us to an experimental design in which
monkeys were trained to make discrimina-
tions of form under conditions of both
high and low luminance. A consistent
finding, with chronic exposures, shows
that the earliest detectable towic effect
is diminution in the acocuracy of form
discrimination at extremely low luminance
lewvels, Since paresthesias also appear
to be early symptoms of methylmercury
polsoning, Jaoques Maurissen, formerly
from Liege, is preparing to undertake
studies of vibratory sensitivity in
monkeys, using the same schedule of
chronie dosing emploved by Evans., We

are also planning additional studies

of pain sensitivity with titratiom
schedules bo examine further scmesthesis
as a target symptom.

Mice and pigecns also play a role in

our methylmercury research. e chose
mice for studies on food intake roegula-
tion because of the way they handle
methylmercury and because mice are the
organisms most frequently used for

stixlies of prenatal and necnatal effects.
Dr. Hans B. herthoud, a postdoctoral
fellow from the Swiss Hational Institute
of Technology in Zurich, has trained

mice on a prooressive ration schedule

of milk presentation. e find that under
these situations they emit response

rates comparable to those in pigeons.

Dr. Victor Laties has found that on a
fixed consecutive number schedule, pilgeons
after a course of dosing show a variety
of changes. Vhen dosing is stopped and
the birds allowed to recover, they show
deficiencies in performance for a very
long time, beyond the point at which

the overt sicne of poisoning have faded.
Some of the methylmercury work is reported
is a syiposium in the "Current Status

of Behavicral Pharmacology"” to he published
as an entire Mxmust, 1975 issue of
























