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AAP SEEKS DIVISION 28 - -. - SW"it1APJES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF 
SUPPORT - SPECIALINTEREST 

The Association for the 
Advancement of Psychology 
recently contacted this 
office regarding support 
for their activities by 
the Division and its 
members. At the 1975 

meeting in New Orleans, the Executive 
Cormittee voted to support AAP in the form 
of two corporate memberships. 

In his recent letter, Clarence J. Martin, 
AAP Executive Director, said, "As you 
knew, the Association for the Advance- 
msnt of Psychology will have been in 
operation, representing psychology in 
the public policy arena, for a year and 
a half by the date of the 83rd Annual 
APA Convention in Chicago this fall". 

'AAP was established upon the reccmnienda- 
tion of APA's Policy and Planning Board, 
after a strong vote supporting the 
recmndation on the part of the Council 
of Representatives in January 1974. "The 
AAP Trustees are striving for broad 
representativeness among its corporate 
as well as individual members. The 
divisions represent substantive diversity, 
each with a scrnewhat different perspective 
on legislation and related public policy 
matters. 'I 

"...we would hope that you would take 
positive action to encourage your 
membership to became individual AAP 
members: a $25 investment in the 
future of psychology is a low cost,indeed." 

"AAP is the advocacy arm of all psychol- 
ogy on Capitol Hill and is striving to 
support your interests. To accomplish 
this we need your support. " 

As editor and President of Division 28, 
I encourage our membership to consider 
AAP's plea for support. Their activities 
are significant and timely and worthy 
of our careful consideration. 

Einstein, S. F3eyond Drugs. New York: 
P e r q m  Press, 1975. 

Eeyond Druqs is an attempt to generate 
a rational approach to evaluating drug 
use and drug users in cur society by 
replacing myth with fact, and by offer- 
ing sober suggestions for the intervon- 
tion of maladaptive drug taking. After 
introducing the reader to druqs, drug 
effects, and pertinent terminology, 
Beyond Drugs provides a cursory treat- 
merit of theories explaining the use 
and misuse of drugs, explores the range 
of drug use in our society, and then 
describes a rationale for intervening 
in the misuse of drugs. There is no 
particular emphasis on an operant 
interpretation of drug dependence. At 
the end of each chapter project problems 
are provided to engender the reader's 
personal familiarity with druq use and 
drug misuse in his tproediate world. 
&yond Drugs is directed at any person 
with a concern for druq use in his or 
her ccrmnunity but who has little or no 
background in the area. 

~ruke, Homykiewicz , and Sigg , The - 
Phmcoloqy of - - Psychotherapeutic Druqs. 
This book is a short but in-depth 
report on the most cannon clinically 
and experimentally employed psycho- 
phannacoloqic drugs. Major sections 
are devoted to chloroprmzine and 
reserpine. Smaller but not less conplete 
sections deal with the Butyrophenones 
(e.g. haloperidol), minor tranquilizers, 
ironoamine oxidase inhibitors and the 
tricyclic antidepressants. 
Most of the book deals with drug- 
physiology interactions. The influence 
of the drug groups on the activity of 
major brain areas, the central nervous 
system as a whole, the peripheral 
nervous system and homeostatic mechanisms 
are reported. C m n  clinically seen 
side effects are also noted as are 
adverse drug-drug interactions. 



Basic phamiacologic information concern- 
ing biotransfonnations, metabolic path- 
ways and major metabolites is brief and 
well-written, but presumes sane previous 
exposure i n  this area t o  be understand- 
able. 
Drug-behavior interactions are not 
discussed i n  de ta i l .  Quite often only 
cursory treatment is given to the 
major behavioral effects  of the drug 
groups. The book concludes w i t h  a 
helpful section on chemical structures 
of the most conmonly used drugs and 
their prescribed human dose ranges. 

WANT ADS -- 
POSITION A\- 

Lectureships i n  psychology available 
September 1975 - 4 openings, terminal 
degree o r  equivalent required. Salmy 
dependent on previous teaching experience. 
Positions open : 1. Child-clinical 
with emphasis on application w i t h  handi- 
capped children or  general school context; 
2. Educational psychologist with special 
emphasis on child development, learning, 
and psycholtogical assessment; 3. 
General-experimental w i t h  emphasis on 
teaching introductory psychology and 
beginning research methodology; 4. Bio- 

Send any Position Available or  Position 
Desired ads t o  be included i n  the next 
N e w s l e t t e r  to: 

M s .  Patricia Evans 
Psychiatry Research Unit 
Box 392 Mayo 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455 

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT... - 
BEHAVIORAL PmIACOLOGY AND TOXICOLOGY 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 
by Bernard Wsiss 

Our program i n  Behavioral Pharmacology 
and Toxicology is located within the 
Department of Radiation and Biophysics, 
and was established a t  Rochester i n  1965 
by Victor Laties and myself. Doth of us 
had moved frcm John Ilopkins, where we had 
pursued research i n  behavioral pharmacology 
during the previous ten years. The provo- 
cation for  our copiinq to Rochester was the 
iimiinent developmnt of a doctoral train- 
ing program i n  toxicoloqy. The Department 
of Radiation Biology and Biophysics, al- 
ways deeply involved i n  toxicoloqical 
questions, came in to  beinq as part  of the 
Manhattan Project i n  order to evaluate 
many of the poisonous substances involved 
i n  nuclear weapon production. After World 

psychology w i t h  emphasis on teaching under-War 11, the A t d c  Energy Project became 
graduate lecture and laboratory courses. 
Interested applicants should send v i t a  to: 
D r .  Henry Peterson, Chairman, Depart- 
ment of Psychology, California State 
University,, Chico, CA 95929. An Equal 
Opportunity Bnployer . 

POSITION AVAILABLE 

Program director for  Ccromm-.uty Compre- 
hensive Drug Abuse Control Program. 
Challenging new program coordinated 
by Mental Health Center serving South 
Kane and Kendall Co. in 11.1. , with the 
c i t y  of Aurora a s  hub. Advanced degree 
i n  psychology, mental health o r  related 
f i e ld  and administrative experience; 
experience i n  drug-abuse control services 
preferred. Salary range, $14,000 - 
$18,000. Send resume to: Director, 

the Department of Radiation Biology. The 
Department of Pharmacolocry and Toxicology 
grew out of the A t d c  Energy Project and 
both departments jointly sponsored the 
doctoral training program i n  Toxicology. 
William Neuman, Aser Rothstein, and Harold 
Hodge saw the desirabi l i ty  and perceived 
the role tha t  a behavioral group might 
play i n  such an enterprise and, as a 
resul t ,  we were invited t o  move t o  
Rochester. 

Due t o  the set t ing i n  which we found our- 
selves, our interests  evolved i n  the direct- 
ion of Behavioral Toxicology, a f i e ld  now 
undergoing an enormous growth spurt. It 
was only as l a t e  a s  1972 tha t  the f i r s t  
U.S. conference on Behavioral Toxicoloqv 
was held. The proceedings of tha t  con- 
ference have now been published (Eehavio- 
r a l  Toxicoloqy, KL hy B. W ~ i s s  and V.G. 

K K C ~ C ,  Box 472, Aurora I L  60507. An Equal Laties; Plenum publishing Corp., 1975) . 
Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer. 

- 2- 



Rochester has also beom the recipient 
of a grant to found an Environmental 
Health Sciences Center, and Behavioral 
Toxicology occupies a major role in 
the Center's programs. 

A large part of our current program in 
Behavioral Toxicology focuses on heavy 
metals, with a special emphasis on 
methytmercury. Relatively early 
during our career in Rochester, we be- 
cane interested in the behavioral effects 
of mercury vapor, an agent known since 
antiquity as a poison and whose primary 
effects at low and moderate concentra- 
tions seem. to spring Â£ra actions with- 
in the central nervous system. In the 
midst of some early attempts to study 
the effects of mrcury vapor on fine 
motor performance in the squirrel monkey, 
we became enmeshed, in 1970, in a 
study with humans who had teen exposed 
in the course of calibrating glass 
pipettes. W e  switched our interest 
from monkeys to humans and examined the 
course of recovery in We(- ~ ~ ~ n e n  
following the cessation of exposure. 

Almost at the same time, rnethylinercury 
was discovered in fish Â£ra Lake St. 
Clair, and then fish from the Great 
Lakes, and oceanic fish. Since methly- 
mercury is the most toxic of all mercury 
ocmpounds and already had teen respon- 
sible for an ecological disaster at 
Minamata , Japan, many gove~mntal 
agencies became concerned about the 
possible extent of the problem, espec- 
ially its implications for health. 
Rochester's previous history in heavy 
metal research and, particularly, its 
background in mercury, led to a large 
grant to support work on the health 
aspects of mercury exposure. The 
program took on another dimension when 
Rochester became involved i.n a collabcr- 
ration with Iraqi investigators to deal 
with the consequences of a mass outbreak 
of mthlymercury poisoning in Iraq in 
the winter of 1971-72 arising from 
the consumption of grain treated with 
a inethytmerc'ury fungicide. 

So fax, our laboratory has concentrated 

exposure comes from the conswtion of 
fish carrying high body burdens of 
methylmercury. Our studies of the 
visual system of monkeys, supervised by 
Dr. Hugh Evans, offer a great deal of 
potential for these purposes. The visual 
system in humans seems to be a particu- 
lar target of methyhrcury. Clinical 
manifestations appear as constriction 
of the visual field, and pathological 
consequences are revealed as destruction 
of nervous tissue in the visual cortex, 
particulrly along the calcarine fissure. 
A chain of reasoning based upon the 
structure of the visual system in primates 
led us to an experimental design in which 
monkeys were trained to make discrtmina- 
tions of form under conditions of both 
high and l m  luminance. A consistent 
finding, with chronic exposures, shows 
that the earliest detectable toxic effect 
is diminution in the accuracy of form 
discrimination at extremely low luminance 
levels. Since paresthesias also appear 
to be early synptoins of methylmercury 
poisoning, Jacques Maurissen, formerly 
from Liege, is preparing to undertake 
studies of vibratory sensitivity in 
monkeys, using the same schedule of 
chronic dosing employed by Evans. We 
are also planninq additi.ona1 studies 
of pain sensitivity with titration 
schedules to examine further somesthesis 
as a target synptm. 

Mice and pigeons also play a role in 
our methylnercury research. W e  chose 
mice for studies on food intake regula- 
tion because of the way they handle 
mthylmercury and because mice are the 
organisms most frequently used for 
studies of prenatal and neonatal effects. 
Dr. Hans R. Berthoud, a postdoctoral 
fellow frcm the Swiss National Institute 
of Technology in Zurich, has trained 
mice on a procrressive ration schedule 
of milk presentation. Vfe fin that under 
these situations they emit response 
rates comparable to those in pigeons. 
Dr. Victor Laties has found that on a 
fixed consecative number schedule, pigeons 
after a course of dosing show a variety 
of changes. \'hen dosing is stopped and 
the birds allowed to recover, they show 

on studies with animals, in part, however, deficiencies in performance for a very 
with a view to the development of tech- long time, teyond the point at which 
niques that can be adapted for field the overt sips of poisoning have faded. 
studies of exposed population, where the Some of the methylrnorcury work is reported 

is a symposium in the "Current Status 
of Behavioral ~harmacoloqy" to he published 
as an entire Auqust, 1975 issue of 
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