1
3

PSS 6629A - Practicum in Family-School 

Counseling in the Schools

Dr. Louise Silverstein

 718 858-8342

email:  LBSREMSEN@AOL.COM 

Please note that you are allowed only one unexcused absence from class.

I.  Course Requirements.

1.  Each student will present at least two families for intensive in class discussion.  A genogram will be required as part of your presentations.

2.  Course requirements include: learning how to do problem-based genograms; writing family evaluations; and establishing long and short-term goals for a family-school partnership to address the referral question.  

3. Objectives:  Developing sensitivity to differences in family structure and ethnicity.  Each student will choose several chapters from the required readings, and write up one clinical case.  The paper is about your development as a culturally sensitive clinician.  It is not about the child or family with whom you are working. 

The paper will begin with your original conceptualization of the problem – before you took this class.  Then you will discuss how the chapters you read influenced your re-conceptualization of the case, moving you to a family paradigm and a more culturally sensitive conceptualization.  For example, you might be working with an East Indian adolescent boy who maintains virtual silence in the session, and whose family has refused many requests to meet with you.  You might have originally conceptualized his behavior as oppositional and the family as irresponsible in ignoring school requests.  After reading several articles about East Indian families, you realize that the child and family’s behavior is related to cultural proscriptions against talking to strangers about private family matters.  You also begin to understand that his behavior in the classroom and with his peers may reflect normative reactions to the trauma of immigration, rather than intrapsychic pathology.

II.  Required Readings.

A.  Family Systems Theory.


Kerr, M. E., & Bowen, M. (1988).  Family evaluation.  New York:  Norton.


McGoldrick, M., Shellenberger, S., & Gerson, R.  (1999).  Genograms:  Assessment and Intervention.  New York;  Norton.

B. Diversity (Choose two or three).


Boyd-Franklin, N.  (1989).  Black families in therapy. A multisystems approach.  NY:  Guilford.


Comas-Diaz, L. & Greene, B. (Eds.)  (1994).  Women of color.  NY:  Guilford.


Gopaul-McNichol, S. & Brice-Baker, J.  (1997).  Cross-cultural practice:  Assessment, treatment and training.  NY:  John Wiley.

Jackson, L. & Greene, B.   (Eds.) (2000).  Therapy with African American Women.  NY:  Guilford.


Laird, J., & Green, R. J. (Eds.) (1996).  Lesbians and gays in couples and families:  A handbook for therapists.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, Inc.  


Leadbeater, B. J. R.  & Way, N.  (Eds.)  (1996).  Urban girls:  Resisting stereotypes, creating identities.  New York:  New York University Press.


Levant. R. F.,  & Pollack, W. S.  (Eds.)  (1995).  A new psychology of men.  New York:  Basic Books.

McAdoo, H. P.  (1993).  Family ethnicity. Strength in diversity.  Newbury park:  Sage.


McGoldrick, M.  (Ed.)  1998).  Re-visioning family therapy.  Race, culture, and gender in clinical practice.  New York:  Guilford.


Patterson, C. J. & D'Augelli, A. R. (Eds.). (1998).  Lesbian, gay, and bisexual identities in families: Psychological  perspectives.  New York:  Oxford University Press.


Silverstein, L. B. & Goodrich, T J.  (Eds.) (2003).  Feminist family therapy:  Empowerment in social context.  Washington, DC: APA Books.

