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The purpose of this seminar is to provide a strong foundation in family interaction theory and research methods, and to provide an opportunity for in-depth exploration in several selected topics of great interest to family psychologists.  Within the various topics, special attention will be paid to issues of cultural diversity, and to culturally based biases in the field.  For example, the readings on parenting include a focus on parenting issues relevant to Latino and African American families.  Since much family research has omitted fathers from samples and theories, a session is devoted entirely to the topic of fathers.  

Assignments

1. This course will be run as a seminar, i.e., I will aim to keep lecturing to a minimum, focusing instead on guiding a discussion of the readings and topics of the day.  Therefore, it is very important that you come prepared, having read the assignments.  Class participation—and of course class attendance—are essential, and will contribute a great deal towards making this a stimulating semester for all of us. 


2. I am asking that you maintain a journal, and make dated entries in the journal each week in advance of the class.  The purpose of this is to stimulate your thinking in order to make for richer, more interesting in-class discussion, and to actively engage you in the readings.  There is no set format for your journal entries.  Here are some possible things you may include (but you are not limited to these): (a) Questions you have about the readings; (b) Associations to your own family, or families you have known, that were stimulated by the readings or previous in-class discussion; (c) Ways in which the readings expand your thinking beyond individual models (i.e., to conceptualizing families as dyadic or multi-person systems); (d) Clinical applications of the readings; (e) Ideas for future studies triggered by the readings.  

I will collect the journals at two points in the semester: in the class before Spring Break (on February 28, and on April 18).  The journals will be evaluated on the basis of thoughtfulness and effort.  I will not evaluate on the basis of length of your entries, whether or not you have made personal observations about your own family, etc.  The journal evaluation will comprise 15% of your final grade.   


3. Each of you will be responsible for leading one of the class sessions.  You may choose from any of the sessions in February, March, or April.  Leading the discussion means that you (a) come prepared to provide thorough summaries of all of the readings for that week, including outlines; (b) have on hand a number of questions –or any other creative device—that can stimulate class thought and discussion. You are not expected to lecture for three hours! Instead, think of yourself as a well-prepared facilitator.  Your class leadership session will comprise 30% of the final grade. I will evaluate your knowledge of the material, and the level of effort you put into preparing to lead the discussion.  I will also provide feedback on your presentation style. 


4. The last 30 minutes of each session will be devoted to our journal club.  That is, each of your will be responsible helping us keep abreast of current research by selecting one article in the field of family or couple research, and presenting the article to the class.  The article must be an empirical or qualitative research article (i.e., no reviews or purely theoretical articles), and should have been published in the last two years. You should present it as if you are giving a talk at a conference—i.e., you probably will not have time to present all of the data and all of the ideas in the research article; instead, you should select the findings that you want to highlight, and present those slowly and clearly enough that everyone can follow.  Handouts are helpful. Even though you should present the article as if you were at a conference, do not pretend that you are the author (i.e., don’t say “I” or “We” did this).  A common pitfall is presenting too long an introduction or spending too much time on providing detailed methods, then racing through the findings.  It takes time for the ‘audience’ to process the findings, so be sure to leave enough time for that, and allow at least 5 minutes for questions.  Please be sure that the article has to do with relationships—i.e., not purely individual psychology.  Please clear the article with me before beginning work on it.  You may want to peruse the following journals in looking for an appropriate article: 
Journal of Family Psychology, Family Process, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Journal of Marital and Family Therapy, the various child journals (Child Development, Developmental Psychology, Development and Psychopathology), adolescent journals (e.g., Journal of Research on Adolescence), and many other journals publish at least some articles on parent-child, couple, or family processes. The journal presentation will comprise 25% of your final grade. 


On or before April 25th you will turn in a 6-8 page (double-spaced) research proposal.  You may choose any topic in the area of family or couple research, and propose a piece of research that would contribute importantly (even if modestly) to the literature. The proposal should include the following elements: 
(a) A brief (2-3 page) literature review, in which you make a compelling the case for why it is vital that the proposed research be done.  This should include citations to existing work, and an explanation of the important gap(s) that the proposed research will fill, and the importance of filling those gaps. 
(b) The proposed methodology, including the following elements: (1) who the participants will be, specifying particular criteria for inclusion and exclusion (they should be appropriate to the question at hand, and research should not exclude women or minorities without a specific rationale), (2) the design (i.e., passive longitudinal, cross-sectional, multiple groups, etc. with rationale), (3) the setting and method for recruitment of the participants (i.e., Where and how will you recruit?), (4) the procedures to be used, including specific assessment instruments, (5) specific hypotheses, and for each hypothesis a brief data analysis plan and expected findings. The research design comprises 30% of your final grade. 

Schedule of Sessions

	1.
	1/10
	Introduction to family process theory and research

	2.
	1/17
	Family theories and models

Kaslow, F.W. (2001).  Families and family psychology at the millennium: Intersecting crossroads. American Psychologist, 56, 37-46.


Reis, H.T., Collins, W.A., & Berscheid, E. (2000).  The relationship context of human behavior and development.  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 844-872. 

Wagner, B.M., & Reiss, D. (1995).  Family systems and developmental psychopathology: Courtship, marriage or divorce? In D. Cicchetti & D.J. Cohen (Eds.), Developmental psychopathology Volume I: Theory and methods (pp. 696-730).  New York: Wiley.

	3.
	1/24
	Family research methods

Christensen, A., & Arrington, A. (1987).  Research issues and strategies.  In T. Jacob (Ed.), Family interaction and psychopathology: Theories, methods, and findings (pp. 259-296).  New York: Plenum.

Jacob, T., Tennenbaum, D.L., & Krahn, G. (1987).  Factors influencing the reliability and validity of observation data.  In T. Jacob (Ed.), Family interaction and psychopathology: Theories, methods, and findings (pp. 297-328).  New York: Plenum.

Markman, H.J., & Notarius, C.I. (1987).  Coding marital and family interaction: Current status. In T. Jacob (Ed.), Family interaction and psychopathology: Theories, methods, and findings (pp. 329-390).  New York: Plenum.



	
	
	Skinner, H.A. (1987). Self-report instruments for family assessment.  In T. Jacob (Ed.), Family interaction and psychopathology: Theories, methods, and findings (pp. 427-452).  New York: Plenum.


	4.
	1/31
	Family stories and rituals

Steinglass, P., Bennett, L.A., Wolin, S.J., & Reiss, D. (1987). The alcoholic family. Chapters 5 (Developing an alcoholic family identity) and 8 (Alcoholism and family ritual disruption). New York: Basic Books.

Fiese, B.H., & Sameroff, A.J. (1999).  The family narrative consortium: A multidimensional approach to narratives.  Chapter I in Fiese, B.H., Sameroff, A.J., Grotevant, H.D., Wamboldt, F.S., Dickstein, S., & Fravel, D.L., The stories that families tell: Narrative coherence, narrative interaction, and relationship beliefs (pp. 1-36). Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development,  64(2, Serial No. 257). 

Fiese, B.H., & Marjinsky, K.A.T. (1999).  Dinnertime stories: Connecting family practices with relationship beliefs and child adjustment.  Chapter III in Fiese et al (Eds.), The stories that families tell (pp. 52-68). Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development,  64(2, Serial No. 257).  

Wamboldt, F.S. (1999).  Co-constructing a marriage: Analyses of young couples’ relationship narratives.  Chapter II in Fiese et al. (Eds.), The stories that families tell (pp. 37-51). Monographs of the SRCD, 64(2, Serial No. 257). 

	5.
	2/7
	Psychopathology and family process

Greenberg, M.T. (1999).  Attachment and psychopathology in childhood.  In J. Cassidy & P.R. Shaver (Eds.), Handbook of attachment: Theory, research, and clinical applications  (pp. 469-496). New York: Guilford. 

Malatesta, C.A., & Wilson, A. (1988).  Emotion cognition interaction in personality development: A discrete emotions, functionalist analysis. British Journal of Social Psychology, 27, 91-112.

Caspi, A., & Elder, G.H. (1988).  Emergent family patterns: The intergenerational construction of problem behaviour and relationships.  In R.A. Hinde & J. Stevenson-Hinde (Eds.), Relationships within families: Mutual influences (pp. 218-240).  New York: Cambridge University Press. 

	6.
	2/14
	Parenting, I: Parents as socializing agents

Parke, R.D., & Buriel, R. (1998).  Socialization in the family: Ethnic and ecological perspectives.  In N. Eisenberg (Ed.), Handbook of child psychology, 5th ed., Vol. 3: Social, emotional, and personality development (W. Damon, series editor). (Excerpt: pp. 463-516). New York: Wiley. 

Patterson, G. (1997).  Performance models for parenting: A social interactional perspective. In J.E. Grusec & L. Kuczynski (Eds.), Parenting and children’s internalization of values: A handbook of contemporary theory (pp. 193-226).  New York: Wiley.

Smetana, J. (1997). Parenting and the development of social knowledge reconceptualized: A social domain analysis. In J.E. Grusec & L. Kuczynski (Eds.), Parenting and children’s internalization of values: A handbook of contemporary theory (pp. 162-192).  New York: Wiley.

Grusec, J.E., Rudy, D., & Martini, T. (1997).  Parenting cognitions and child outcomes: An overview and implications for children’s internalization of values.  In J.E. Grusec & L. Kuczynski (Eds.), Parenting and children’s internalization of values: A handbook of contemporary theory (pp. 259-282).  New York: Wiley.

Bugental, D.B., & Martorell, G. (1999).  Competition between friends: The joint influence of the perceived power of self, friends, and parents. Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 260-273.


	7.
	2/21
	Parenting, II: Attachment, transition

Goldberg, S., Grusec, J.E., & Jenkins,J.M. (1999).  Confidence in protection: Arguments for a narrow definition of attachment.  Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 475-483.

NOTE: Read the various commentaries on that article that are attached to it:

--Dickstein, S. (1999). Confidence in protection: A developmental psychopathology perspective. Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 484-487.

--Braungart-Rieker, J., & Karrass, J. (1999).  Parent protection in context. Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 488-491.

--MacDonald, K. (1999).  Love and confidence in protection as two independent systems underlying intimate relationships.  Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 492-495. 
--Pederson, D.R., & Moran, G. (1999).  The relationship imperative: Arguments for a broad definition of attachment. Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 496-500.

--Isabella, R.A. (1999).  Confidence in protection: Comment on Goldberg et al. (1999). Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 501-503.

--Goldberg, S., Grusec, J.E., & Jenkins,J.M. (1999). Narrow view of attachment or broad view of protection? Rejoinder to the commentaries. Journal of Family Psychology, 13, 504-507.

Cowan, C.P., & Cowan, P.A. (1992).  When partners become parents.  New York: Basic Books. (pp. 1-113).

	8.
	2/28
	JOURNALS COLLECTED TODAY!

Fathers

Lamb, M.E. (1997). Fathers and child development: An introductory overview and guide.  In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), The role of the father in child development (3rd ed.) (pp. 1-18). New York: Wiley. 

Lamb, M.E.  (1997).  The development of father-infant relationships. In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), The role of the father in child development (3rd ed.) (pp. 104-120). New York: Wiley.

Hosley, C.A., & Montemayor, R. (1997).  Fathers and adolescents. In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), The role of the father in child development (3rd ed.) (pp. 162-178). New York: Wiley.

Phares, V. (1997).  Psychological adjustment, maladjustment, and father-child relationships. In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), The role of the father in child development (3rd ed.) (pp. 261-283). New York: Wiley.

	
	3/7
	Spring Break – No Class

	9.
	3/14
	Siblings

Dunn, J., & Plomin, R. (1990).  Separate lives: Why siblings are so different, chapters 3, 4, 5 (pp. 40-114).  New York: Basic Books. 

Dunn, J., & Kendrick, C. (1982).  Siblings: Love, envy, and understanding, chapters 5 and 6 (pp. 84-121).  Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press. 

Feinberg, M., & Hetherington, E.M. (2001).  Differential parenting as a within-family variable.  Journal of Family Psychology, 15, 22-37. 

	10.
	3/21
	Couples, Conflict, and Divorce 

Wilson, B.J., & Gottman, J.M. (1995). Marital interaction and parenting. In M.H. Bornstein (Ed.), Handbook of parenting, vol. 4: Applied and practical parenting (pp. 33-55).  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.
Margolin, G., Oliver, P.H., & Medina, A.M. (2001).  Conceptual issues in understanding the relation between interparental conflict and child adjustment: Integrating developmental psychopathology and risk/resilience perspectives. In J.H. Grych & F.D. Fincham (Eds.), Interparental conflict and child development: Theory, research, and  applications (pp. 9-38).  New York: Cambridge Univ. Press.

Margolin, G., Gordis, E.B., & John, R.S. (2001).  Coparenting: A link between marital conflict and parenting in two-parent families.  Journal of Family Psychology, 15, 3-21.

Hetherington, E.M., Bridges, M., & Insabella, G.M. (1998).  What matters? What does not? Five perspective on the association between marital transitions and children’s adjustment.  American Psychologist, 53, 167-184.



	
	3/28
	Holy Thursday – No Class

	11.
	4/4
	Family Violence

Cicchetti, D., Toth, S.L., & Maughan, A. (2000).  An ecological-transactional model of child maltreatment.  In A.J. Sameroff, M. Lewis, & S.M. Miller (Eds.), Handbook of developmental psychopathology, 2nd ed. (pp. 689-722). New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum.

Emery, R.E. (1989). Family violence.  American Psychologist, 44, 321-328.

Sternberg, K.J. (1997). Fathers, the missing parents in research on family violence. In M.E. Lamb (Ed.), The role of the father in child development (3rd ed.) (pp. 284-308). New York: Wiley.

Archer, J. (2000).  Sex differences in aggression between heterosexual partners: A meta-analytic review.  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 651-680.  

NOTE: There are two replies attached to this article, to read: 

-Frieze, I.H. (2000).  Violence in close relationships – development of a research area: Comment on Archer (2000).  Psychological Bulletin, 126, 681-684. 

-O’Leary, K.D. (2000).  Are women really more aggressive than men in intimate relationships? Comment on Archer (2000). Psychological Bulletin, 126, 685-689.


	
	4/11
	No Class – AAS Meetings

	12.
	4/18
	JOURNALS COLLECTED TODAY!

Work and Childcare

Crouter, A.C. (1994).  Processes linking families and work: Implications for behavior and development in both settings. In R.D. Parke & S.G. Kellam (Eds.), Exploring family relationships with other social contexts (pp. 9-28). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Haas, L. (1999).  Families and work. In M.B. Sussman, S.K. Steinmetz, & G.W. Peterson (Eds.), Handbook of marriage and the family, 2nd ed. (pp. 571-612).  New York: Plenum.

NOTE: the following article has several replies attached to it, to be read. 

Belsky, J. & Eggebeen, D. (1991).  Early and extensive maternal employment and young children’s socioemotional development: Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, 1083-1198.  


-Scarr, S. (1991). On comparing apples and oranges and making inferences about bananas.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, 1099-1100.


-Vandell, D.L. (1991).  Belsky and Eggebeen’s analysis of the NLSY: Meaningful results or statistical illusions? Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, 1100-1103.


-McCartney, K., & Rosenthal, S. (1991).  Maternal employment should be studied within social ecologies. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, 1103-1107.


-Belsky, J., & Eggebeen, D. (1991). Scientific criticism and the study of early and extensive maternal employment. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 53, 1107-1110.

Scarr, S. (1998). American child care today. American Psychologist, 53, 95-108.



	13.
	4/25
	Prevention Models 

Coie, J.D., Miller-Johnson, S., & Bagwell, C. (2000).  Prevention science.  In A.J. Sameroff, M. Lewis, & S.M. Miller (Eds.), Handbook of developmental psychopathology, 2nd ed. (pp. 93-112). New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum.

Silliman, B., Stanley, S.M., Coffin, W., Markman, H.J., & Jordan, P.L. (2002).  Preventive interventions for couples. In H.A. Liddle, D.A. Santisteban, R.F. Levant, & J.H. Bray (Eds.), Family psychology: Science-based interventions (pp. 123-146). Washington, DC: American Psychological Assoc. 

Tolan, P.H. (2002).  Family-focused prevention research: “Tough but tender.”  In H.A. Liddle, D.A. Santisteban, R.F. Levant, & J.H. Bray (Eds.), Family psychology: Science-based interventions (pp. 197-213). Washington, DC: American Psychological Assoc.

Wekerle, C., & Wolfe, D.A. (1998).  Windows for preventing child and partner abuse: early childhood and adolescence.  In P.K. Trickett & C.J. Schellenbach (Eds.), Violence against children in the family and the community (pp. 339-369). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 




