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ating possibilities. Travel has been enormously impor-
tant to my life, and I hope that it will continue to be—
especially in the Far East.”

Although he acknowledges the effect of Zen on his po-
etry, Stryk commented in Modern Poetry Studies that
the label “Zen poet” “tends to define me too closely.
I've never called myself a Zen poet and I certainly
don’t think of myself as being a Zen poet, and when
I've had occasion I’ve made disclaimers concerning
that. I think of myself as a Midwestern American poet
who has, of course, been very deeply affected by Zen;
so much of my life has been devoted to the study of
Zen and its literature that . . . my writing is unques-
tionably affected by it. But I have by and large let oth-
ers make their own judgments about that.”

According to Dennis Lynch and Gay Davidson in the
same journal, Stryk’s work “shows the truth of the Japa-
nese Proverb, “The more Zen poetry has, the better po-
etry is.”” Joseph Parisi wrote in Poetry of Stryk’s Awak-
ening: “Everywhere the benevolent influence of
[Stryk’s] Zen masters touches the clean, spare lines
shaped with the elegance of an Oriental scroll
painting. . . . The very compression and understate-
ment of Stryk’s style serves to heighten experience: we
ache for these people. A more flamboyant technique
. could easily turn these situations into melodrama;. . .
. [instead], method and material join in a sympathy as
§ - authentic as it is rare.”

Stryk’s poetry has been translated into Arabic, Chinese,
German, Dutch, French, Korean, Italian, Japanese, Ira-
Nan, Russian, Spanish, and Swedish.
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SIDELIGHTS: Rena F. Subotnik once told CA: “I write
to convey the excitement I feel about the work my col-
leagues and I are conducting and to provide insights
into understanding and supporting talent and creativity
in children and adults. I read voraciously and jot down
ideas that seem to stick and that I want to savor. When
I am asked to produce a manuscript and have some
freedom to choose a topic, I go through my list of ideas
and use one or two of them as jumping-off points for a
new project or research study.

“Generating an outline of arguments to present is a
pleasant pastime for me, but fleshing out the argument
in writing is not. That step is too often left until an ap-
proaching deadline raises my anxiety to an unbearable
level. Working collaboratively on a piece with someone
who is less of a procrastinator is an effective strategy
for me to get through this stage. I love the polishing
process that takes place before I send off a manuscript.
Finding just the right word or phrase is like completing
a challenging crossword puzzle.

“I have been studying giftedness and talent in children
and adults for more than twenty-five years. The more I
dive into this topic, the more I find that needs to be said
to educators and to the general public. Sometimes I
wish I were champion of a less controversial cause than
special services for gifted children. However, if there
were easy answers to the dilemma of how to use lim-
ited resources (to support those with the most difficul-
ties and challenges or those with the most potential for
creative productivity) there wouldn’t be much to write
about. Containing my passionate feelings on the topic is
a constant source of frustration, and publishing my ideas
forces me to think through what I want to say in a logi-
cal and convincing manner.”
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Subotnik added recently: “Now that I’'m working out-
side of academe, and my audience is more often made
up of policy makers than scholars, I have to write more
succinctly. Most of my readers want points delivered in
one or two pages. They also have little patience for
hedging (for example; ‘under these conditions’ or ‘with
more research’). Although I still consider myself a nov-
ice to this style, the process has been invaluable to the
clarity of my thinking and to my creative productivity.”
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