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Dear Administrator Nason,

I congratulate you on your recent confirmation and would greatly appreciate an update on
the status of the driver distraction study and your timetable for completing it.

Last year; the Fiscal 2006 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and the District
of Columbia Appropriations Act (PL 109-115) directed the National Higtiway Traffic Safety
Administration to “to consolidate current knowledge on driver distraction for use by policy
makers that would assist state and local governments to formulate effective policies, regulations
and laws.” I was pleased to have helped initiate this requirement.

Driver distraction plays a significant role in an increasing number of traffic injuries and
fatalities. While it appears to be particularly dangetous for our youth; it is a public health hazard
without age barriers that is often misunderstood by both the public and by state and local policy
makers. It extends well beyond cell phones and is exacerbated by an ever expanding and heavily
marketed array bf technological options that are available for use in our cars.

As state and local jurisdictions attempt to confront this issue with regulations and laws, I
believe it is critical that any public policy response to driver distraction be guided by the most
current and accurate research. NHTSA can play a critical role in his effort. It is my sincere
hope that your work will condense and make accessible the latest research findings to help guide
state and local jurisdictions to take effective actions. Your leadership in helping to insure that
this important project is completed in a timely manner will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you again for your assistance in this matter.

Yours tiuly,

es P. Moran

Cc: Rep. Joe Knollenberg
Rep. John W. Olver




