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This week Congressman Randy Neugebauer wil1 offer an amcndment to the FY 2006 Labor.
Hea1th and Hum~ Services, and Education Appropriations bill that will ~bit NIH' s National
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) ftom funding two specific gr'auts it has app~ved. The
atnendmeqt will nQt dfcct NIMH overall funding1 but will specifically gay that no funds may be
spent on these'two grants:

Happilfess is getting IUI NIMH Reseal'ch Grant to Study Happiness
In 200S Nn\.rn awarded $345,161 (51b year of funding) to study "Perceived Regard and
Relationship Resilience" (5ROl~O60105-05). This stlJdy examines how .~e activation of felt
security affects ncwlyweds' capacity to engage in behavioral regulation .strategies critical for
marital satisfa.ction."

According to a. 2003 study. ,. A Federal Failure in Psychiatric Research: ConUnuing Nna.m
N~glig(;D.Ce in Funding Sufficient Research on Serious Mental WneSses'), only lout of every 17 .

NII'.m 2002 resear,ch awards is reasonably likely to improve the treatment and quality ofHfe for
inwvil:\uals presemiy affected by a serious mental illn~s.

If all of~e NIMH ~~ being spent On research 011 happiness had instead been spent developing
better treatment for depression, there would be a lot more happy p~le than just, the NIMH
gra;ntees. .

.Tire NIMH 4114 Birds .
Nll\ffi suppons a wide variety ofrese;arcb projects on bit:ds. Pigeons are a favorite, with 10
different pigeon awards given in 2005. .

For nearly 15 years, more than $1.5 million has been ;&warded to study "perceptual Bases of
Visual ConcejJt!l~' (5ROIMH047313~14), This study exam1nes how pigeons can classify lifelike
visual st;imuli into natUral and artificial categories. Pigeons are trained to categorize line
dra~gs and oomputeJ:" renderings ofnatural and artificial stimuli. According to NIMH t1ris
StUdy should shed" light on conceptuaIi~~on and could yield important clues for how cognitive
and compu.ter sci~tists might Olore successfully design intelligent systems that are capable of
" , ..viwaI pattern recogrrition. '

SoroB "bird research has generated interesting res~ resuI~. However. it is difficult to imagine
wba.t useful information could be derived that would have any value for understanding mental
illnesses.



NIMH Funding Facts
NTh1H: hu continually failed to; give a high priority to research on scriouS mental
:illness.es.

.

In 1992, in response to a con~ssiona1 manda~eJ the National Ad\jsory Mental Health
Council defined "severe mental ,disOrde;rs" as mcluding SC~h;rmia.,.,Q~olar dis~rd~
manic-d'epressive illness), au"ij.sro, and sever:e forms of depxes5io~ 'Ob5~ve-compu1sivedisorder. p3:P1C cr. --

--,

.NIMH Budget: FY97 AppI~ation: $661 milli~ FYO4 Appropriation: '$1:~ Billion,
FYO,i Appropriation S 1.4,11 Billion, FYO6 Appxopriation Rcquest: $1.41? Billion.

.

, \ .Fil'n 
idsntified in "A Federal Fai1we ill PsychiaJric; ResBQ7'ch.. G:onttnWtg Nl}.DI Negligence i1J Fttnding Sufficient

R;"scarch on S~riorl.S M~l.mnesses (Nqv. 19, 2005)-

altemative to electroconvu,lsive therapy
(ECf) in ~viduaIs with severe major
depression and to assess tbe relative
cognitive side effects fOr both type$ of
treatment. .

Treatmeut Trial for Schizophrenia
5150,000 requested
Propos~ to do a multicenter trial to
compare t'W'o antips~bDti(:s. olaniapine and
rispe:ridone, ~ higher doses for patients with
s~vere) ~fi'~~iy sc.hizopbrenia, the mostdifficult patients ro b:eat. .

Dip.olai Disorder ~d Conduct Disorder. .
iD Childreu.. .

5441,000 requeSted
PtOposed: to sCreen 200 children ~th bipolar
disorder with ~ without conduct disoIder
and 1 0<.> no~ controls" ~o ascertain '
whetb:er children who have both disorders,
who ~. known to be difficult treatment
cases, have sp~ci.al cIinical or genetic
features that can b,e used to predict
treatment~

Treatment of Bipolar DepressionS146~OOO requ~ted -

Proposed to ~a1TY out a treatment trial ~
methYlpb~~ate to treat bipolar depressio~
a fOlIn of bipOlar disorder that has proven

...
very reslstant tIj Ue~1meD.t.

-..
Treatment of Maj or Depression
$400,000 requested
~osed to smdy repetitive transcranial
magne~c; stimulation (rTMS) as an


