
 
 
 
June 22, 2005 
 

 
Dear Representative: 
 
On behalf of the American Psychological Association, a scientific and professional society with 
150,000 scientists, academics, practitioners and students worldwide, I am writing to urge your 
continued support for scientific integrity during the upcoming House debate on the FY 2006 
Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations bill.  I urge you to vote against 
any amendment that would eliminate funding for specific research grants supported by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH).  This legislative means of attacking specific grants that 
have already been judged important to the public health gravely undermines scientific 
confidence in NIH.  The NIH merit review process is rigorous and exacting, resulting in the 
funding of approximately one grant out of four received.  NIH must support a broad array of 
basic, pre-clinical research and applied, disease-specific research in order to make steady 
progress on multiple fronts against numerous conditions and diseases.  For Congress to defund 
any grants in violation of NIH’s fair and exacting process is a blow to science, to scientists, and 
ultimately, to public health.      
 
We understand that at least two specific NIH grants may be targeted in an amendment to the 
House Appropriation bill to fund the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services and 
Education.  One of the grants supports the work of Dr. Edward Wasserman at the University of 
Iowa. His research focuses on increasing understanding of vision and perception using pigeons 
as models. Dr. Wasserman has worked for years to compare the basic processes of perception, 
learning, memory and cognition across a variety of species. This cross-species comparison helps 
illuminate how various mental and behavioral abilities are related and how the human brain is 
organized.   Research carried out with animals can lead to new techniques for enhancing 
perception, cognition, and behavior across the lifespan in both normal and disordered human 
populations.   Dr. Wasserman’s recent work has particular relevance for the development of 
cognitive/behavioral therapies for people with mental and developmental disorders and for the 
eventual development of prostheses and assistive devices for people with visual impairments.   
 
The targeted project investigates the abilities of pigeons to visually perceive complex objects, 
remember them, and categorize them into abstract categories.   By demonstrating the ways in 
which these abilities in pigeons are similar to or different from those of humans, the research 
will inform us about the brain mechanisms that underlie human perception and cognition.  
Pigeons have much smaller brains than humans and more invasive research can be performed 
with them.  Thus they serve as a useful model for studies of mechanisms that are common to 
both birds and humans.   
 
Some earlier researchers suggested that advanced language or symbolic capacities are required 
for memory and abstract categorization.   But if pigeons are shown to perform in ways that 
parallel humans, then it is clear that such capacities are not in fact required.   Indeed, the 
results now emerging from this project indicate that pigeons are quite similar to humans and 
that the brain mechanisms for perception, memory, and categorization do not depend on 
sophisticated symbolic capacities.   The results further indicate that the ways in which pigeon 
brains divide up and code visual stimuli are similar to the ways in which human brains operate.    



 
The second targeted project is funded at the State University of New York at Buffalo, where 
Dr. Sandra Murray is investigating factors that contribute to successful marriages and how 
personal feelings of self-esteem influence the capacity to sustain satisfying close 
relationships. Successful relationships contribute to better health outcomes for both 
children and adults.  In particular, for those suffering from depression, anxiety, or 
schizophrenia, poor relationship quality may exacerbate their mental disorders and 
impact the success of their treatment. Data have also shown that successful marriages 
provide those couples with many health and social protections, including longer life and 
improved health outcomes, particularly for men. Better understanding the factors that lead to 
successful marriages could therefore have important public health benefits.  It would be ironic 
indeed if the defenders of marriage in Congress cite this project as an example of science 
unrelated to NIH’s mission.  
 
Congress has many means at its disposal to help NIH set research priorities and respond to 
changing circumstances. Targeting specific grants after they have been funded is the means 
most destructive to the scientific process and most harmful to NIH’s reputation as the leading 
scientific institution in the world.  On behalf of APA, I urge you to abandon this destructive 
effort.  NIH is flexible and responsive to national concerns and cannot carry out its mission in 
the face of capricious attacks on its procedures and its supported scientists.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Norman B. Anderson, PhD 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Psychological Association 
 
   
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


