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We aU want to pass the FY2005 Labor/HHS/Education/Related Aget:\cies A-ppropriations Bill in
a tim~ly fashion, and wc are writing about one panicu.lar way in which you can help us do so.

L~t YCClf wl"leJllh~ H:uuse considered !he FY2004.Labor/Health and Human
Services/Education/F~elated Agencies Appropriations bjll, amendments were bToUght to t1le floor
that would have de-Dmded specific J;c$c8;rch grants awarded 1.Iy lhc NatioU,al Institutes of Health ,
an agency which righ.tly engenders broad bipartisan SUppo1;t. Because we were not apprised of
these amendments in a timely fashion hef('j1"f'ib~nd. V"f:. were. not in a position to provide :ln3Wers
to th.e detailed questions that were raised about the granrs.

During Appropriations Co.mmittee hearings this year, NIB D.\rector Elias Zerhouni provided
infoxmation to Congr'~ss about the grants in question and provided assurances that the grants a:re
Z111 Ull!.1urlanL component of the Fed~l Government'S efforts to better 'U.ndorstand and prevent
serious diseases. He fust noted that the Public Health Service Act requires that NIH conduct and
support "t'ese3.rch, in\,~tigo.ticnG. expenmcnts, dcmonstration:;, and studics r~la.ti11g tCJ 111.0 I.:~~,
diagnosis. treatment, ,control, and prevention of ph ysica. 1 and .mental diseases and impamnents of
man.~' Following a th.oroUgh evaJUP1rioT1, he cnnC'.hlnAd: "'1 believe tha.t the pecr r=view process.
which is fu!1dam~ntal to the ability ofNffi to conduct effective and high quality research. ha~
worked properly and 1?rovided a level of valuable a.nd ind~endent review" re.garding these
grants. In addition, Dr. Zerhouni has also taken steps to ensure that inforn1ation about Nm
research is mor~ clea.r'ly prcscntcd to the public to ensur-e that the relevancC' of particular rescal"ch
pruj ec:ts to all aspects of public health is better understood.
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It'YOl1 have questions abDut an.y current Nm gr~ts, we urge you to contact Dr. Zerhouni, who
would be pleased to discuss them with you- We encourage you to seek answers to your
I{u~~tions thrOUgh the Committee aJld Nlli, rather than sutprise us on the floor of the HO1.lse with
amendments pertaining to particnlar Nm grants, at which tiJne it will not be po$sible to provide
detailed in!otn).arion about any specific grant.

As Cbainnan of the full ~::ommittee. I think Chairman R~ElJIR.'", TemR.rkR n1:l. th~ floor d...lring last
i! year's debate perfectly cap~e our concerns. He said: "r strongly urge the Members to resist the
i I tentpta.tion to select.2 fev;;- grants for de-funding because they do not like the sound ofth~m based!. on one paragraph out of~Nhatprobablywas a number ofpages of information. It would set a

dangerous precedent and put a c:~ll on ~edical research if we start to micromanage individual
'N"'IH grants." , .

We look forward to passj.ng a Labor~S/Edl.J.catioL1 bill ofw11ich we CaLl all b~ pl.oud, auu. uuing
so in ~ manner befitting the respect and coltl'tesies that allow the House of Represent2tives to
function effectively.

With best wishes and personal regards. we are

Very trt1.1y YOUTS,




