Prescription Drug Abuse —
An Emerging Public Health Threat

A Congressional Briefing Sponsored by

The FRIENDS OF NIDA

Thursday, February 23, 2006
Noon - 2:00 pm
(Lunch will be served)
Rayburn House Office Building Room B-339

The inappropriate or nonmedical use of prescription medications is a serious
public health concern. An estimated 48 million people aged 12 and older, or 20
percent of the U.S. population, have used prescription drugs for nonmedical
reasons in their lifetimes. Young adults and elderly persons are particularly
vulnerable to abuse or misuse of these drugs, which include prescription pain
relievers, stimulants, sedatives, and tranquilizers. Through the Clinical Trials
Network, NIDA is testing medications for the treatment of prescription drug abuse
and investing resources to decrease the prevalence of this problem.

Speakers:

Nora Volkow, MD, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, will provide an
overview of NIDA'’s prescription drug abuse and treatment research portfolio.

Carol Boyd, PhD, Director, Institute for Research on Women & Gender,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, will discuss results from her studies of prescription
drug abuse among adolescents and college students.

Nick will provide his personal perspective on recovering from prescription drug

addiction with the aid of a novel treatment medication developed by NIDA.

Positive RSVPs only to Sara Robinson by phone (202.336.5935) or email
(srobinson@apa.orq)

Sponsoring Organizations

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry - American Osteopathic Academy of
Addiction Medicine - American Psychiatric Association - American Psychological Association -
American Society of Addiction Medicine - American Sociological Association - College on
Problems of Drug Dependence - Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America - Entertainment
Industries Council, Inc. - International Nurses Society on Addictions - Join Together - Legal
Action Center - National Association of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors - National
Association of Drug Court Professionals - National Association of Social Workers - National
Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors - Partnership for Recovery - Society for
Research in Child Development - State Associations of Addiction Services




