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IDENTITY AND INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE 

The American Psychological Association is a nonprofit scientific and 

professional organization founded in 1892. The Association has more than 

155,000 members and affiliates, including the majority of psychologists holding 

doctoral degrees from accredited universities in this country. Among the 

Association's major purposes is to increase and disseminate knowledge 

regarding human behavior and to foster the application of psychological 

learning to important human concerns. Human sexuality and familial 

relationships are professional concerns of a substantial number of the 

Association's members, either as researchers or as clinicians. In July 2004, 

the Association's Council of Representatives adopted a Resolution on Sexual 

Orientation, Parents, and  Children (attached as Supplemental Legal Authority to 

this brief), which is relevant to this case. The Association recognized that 

"There is no scientific evidence that parenting effectiveness is related to 

parental sexual orientation: lesbian and gay parents are as likely as 

heterosexual parents to provide supportive and healthy environments for their 

children." In its Resolution the Association resolved to provide scientific and 

educational resources, such as this amicus brief, to inform public discussion 

and understanding of these issues. 

The Maine Psychological Association is a non-profit scientific and 

professional organization founded in 1950. The Association has more than 250 

members, academicians and affiliates, the majority of which hold doctoral 

degrees from accredited universities in the U.S. The purpose of the Association 



is to advance psychology as a science, as a profession, and as a means of 

promoting health and human welfare. As clinicians and academicians, Maine 

psychologists deal professionally with familial relationships, child development, 

and human sexuality. The association has a long history of involvement in 

educating the public in Maine about issues involving gay rights, taking the 

position in 1998 -- and reaffirming the position in 2000 and 2005 -- that Maine 

should outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

The National Association of Social Workers ("NASW") was established in 

1955 as a nonprofit professional association dedicated to the practice and 

interests of the social work profession. It is the largest social work association 

in the world with 149,000 members. The NASW Maine Chapter has 

approximately 1,400 members. In furtherance of its purposes to develop and 

disseminate high standards of social work practice, NASW promulgates 

professional standards and criteria, conducts research, publishes studies of 

interest to the profession, provides continuing education, and enforces the 

NASW Code of Ethics. NASW policy on foster care and adoption supports the 

right of every child "to a permanent, continuous, and nurturing relationship 

with a parenting person or people who convey to the child a n  enduring sense of 

love and care." National Association of Social Workers, Policy Statement: Foster 

Care and  Adoption, reprinted in Social Works Speaks: NASW Policy Statements 

164 (7th ed. 2006). Thus, NASW policy supports the removal of barriers that 

prevent children from permanent placements, such as resistance to 

"nontraditional family patterns (including lesbian and gay, bisexual, and 



transgender parents) as potential foster care and adoption resources." Id. at 

168. NASW adopted a policy statement on gay issues in 1977, which was 

subsequently revised and expanded in 1987, 1993, 1996 and 2005; that policy 

prohibits social workers from discriminating on the basis of sexual orientation, 

as does the NASW Code of Ethics. 

The Maine Association of Psychiatric Physicians (MAPP) is a district 

branch of the American Psychiatric Association. With almost 200 members, 

the MAPP strives to educate the public on mental health issues and serve as a 

resource to mental health professionals. Its purposes and objectives are: (a) to 

improve the treatment, rehabilitation, and care of persons with mental 

disorders (including mental retardation and substance-related disorders) ; (b) to 

promote the best interests of patients and those actually or potentially making 

use of mental health services; (c) to advance the standards of all psychiatric 

services and facilities; (d) to promote research, professional education in 

psychiatry and allied fields, and the prevention of psychiatric disabilities; (e) to 

foster the cooperation of all who are concerned with the medical, psychological, 

social, and legal aspects of mental health and illness; (fl to make psychiatric 

knowledge available to practitioners of medicine, to scientists, and to the 

public; (g) to promote the common professional interests of its members; and 

(h) to advocate for its members. 

The Child Welfare League of America (CWLA) is the nation's oldest and 

largest membership-based child welfare organization. CWLA is an  association 

of more than 900 public and private nonprofit agencies that assist more than 



3.5 million abused and neglected children and their families each year with a 

range of senices. CWLA is committed to engaging people everywhere in 

promoting the well-being of children, youth, and their families, and protecting 

every child from harm. It envisions a future in which families, neighborhoods, 

communities, organizations, and governments ensure that all children and 

youth are provided with the resources they need to grow into healthy, 

contributing members of society. Among its member agencies, CWLA also 

values and encourages approaches to child welfare that are culturally 

competent and responsive to the specific needs of our society's broad and 

diverse population. Included in CWLA's definition of cultural competence is the 

ability to support children, youth, and families who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

or transgender (GLBT), as well as those individuals who may be questioning 

their sexual orientation or gender identity. 

The Maine Children's Alliance was established in 1944 as a statewide, 

non-profit membership organization whose mission is to advocate for sound 

public policies that seek to improve the lives of all Maine's children, youth and 

families. The Alliance grew out of a clear need for a strong, unified approach to 

prioritize the needs of children, with the understanding that the future of 

Maine's communities is invariably linked to the well-being of its children. 

The Maine Medical Association (MMA) is a voluntary association of over 

2000 Maine physicians serving the profession and the public since 1853. A 

principal part of the mission of the MMA is advocating the interests of Maine 

physicians and their patients before the legislative and executive branches of 



our federal and state governments. The purpose of this Association is to unite 

and support the physicians of Maine in promoting the health of Maine's 

citizens, protecting and promoting the quality of medicine, and supporting the 

physicians' function as advocates for their patients. 

The Maine Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics is a non-profit 

organization that represents over 200 pediatricians and the patients they serve 

in the State of Maine. Its mission is to improve the lives of children and 

adolescents in Maine, and it supports the National American Academy of 

Pediatrics statement on supporting families regardless of race, socioeconomic 

status, or sexual orientation. It further supports efforts to provide 

comprehensive health insurance coverage and other benefits to children in all 

types of family situations. 

The Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute is the pre-eminent research, 

policy and education organization in its field. Its mission is to provide 

leadership that improves laws, policies and practices -- through sound 

research, education and advocacy -- in order to better the lives of everyone 

touched by adoption. To achieve its goals, the Institute conducts and 

synthesizes research; offers education to inform public opinion; promotes 

ethical practices and legal reforms; and works to translate policy into action. 

The Institute is nonpartisan, non-profit, and independent of any constituency 

or cause. 

Kids First is a private non-profit organization, which provides support to 

families going through separation and or divorce. It was founded by a 



collaborative partnership between mental health professionals and legal 

professionals. Since 1988, it has been providing co-parenting education to 

divorcing and separated parents. In January of 1998, it opened as the Kids 

First Center and expanded its services to include many more programs, 

incorporating a professional education component to our agency, including a n  

annual conference offering the opportunity for all professionals who work with 

separating couples to put the needs of their children in the forefront. Last 

year's conference was entitled, Same Sex Parenting-The Creation and 

Separation of Family: Legal and Social Issues for Partners and Their Children. 

Kids First believes that all children have a right to a relationship with their 

parents and that children benefit from those relationships. It also believes that 

families come in many configurations and that successful co-parenting 

prioritizes the needs of children. 

Community Counseling Center is a leading provider of behavioral health 

and family services in Maine. A private, non-profit agency with roots dating 

back to 1879, its mission is to develop and provide quality services that 

enhance the emotional strength and well-being of Maine residents throughout 

their lives. The agency provides counseling services, parenting education, child 

abuse prevention and treatment, marriage and family therapy programs, youth 

development, and mental health services. Community Counseling Center is 

licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services, accredited by the 

national Council on Accreditation for Children and Family Services, a member 

of the Alliance for Children and Families and supported by the United Way of 








































































