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In Search Of: Finding Research on Disaster Mental Health in PsycEXTRA®

Situation
The number of natural and manmade disasters in recent years seems to be increasing. What 
information is available on public web sites on disasters? Can we find some very recent 
publications on disasters?

We will go to the APA PsycNET platform and select PsycEXTRA as the database to search. We 
can cast a wide net in our search and enter “disaster*” and select Keywords from the drop-
down menu:
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The results are numerous and mostly published in the last 10 years:

These results include magazines, press releases, newspaper articles, reports, brochures and 
pamphlets, and newsletters, most of which have links to the full text.

Here are some sample titles:
Citations
Role of the African American Church in Overcoming Long-Term Disaster Responses.   
Aten, Jamie D.; Topping, Sharon; Tucker, Brent T. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Psychology Graduate Students’ Role in Psychological First Aid Training.  
Ayhens-Johnson, Knute; Belsher, Brad; Bongar, Bruce 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Treating traumatized children.  Clay, Rebecca A.  
Monitor on Psychology; 2010; 41(7). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mobile forensics laboratory helps Cedar Rapids CSI recover from devastating flood. Cote, Bill  
National Institute of Justice Journal; 2009; No. 264. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Workforce Issues in New Orleans and Postdisaster Recovery. Hoffpauir, Sarah 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Permanence eludes some Katrina victims: Many still live in trailers, rentals.  Hsu, Spencer S.  
The Washington Post; 2009; 132(190).
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Calming the tremors: Psychologists provide expertise in the aftermath of the earthquakes in Haiti 
and Chile.  Novotney, Amy  
Monitor on Psychology; 2010; 41(4). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

In Haiti, mental health system is in collapse.  Sontag, Deborah  
The New York Times; 2010; 159(54,985).
____________________________________________________________________________________________
GAO Cites FEMA Preparedness Gaps.  Vogel, Steve  
The Washington Post; 2009; 132(185).
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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W. VA. Mine Disaster Points to Need to Apply Psychological Research to Improve Mine Safety: A 
Conversation with Dr. Steve Shope. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Earthquake in Chile: Situation Report #8.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Crisis Data Management: A Forum Guide to Collecting and Managing Data About Displaced 
Students. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Counselors Help NJ Haitian-Americans Deal with Trauma of Earthquake. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

NCCTS Leadership: Psychological First Aid. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

“Safe hospitals” on the global political agenda. Disasters: Preparedness and Mitigation in the 
Americas; 2009; No. 112. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

RAND Gulf States to Conduct Further Study of New Orleans Residents Displaced by Hurricane 
Katrina. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Psychological first aid utilization by health systems.  The Dialogue; 2009; 5(3). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
     

Searches shown were conducted in September 2010


