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The APA PsycNET platform features an administrative center for the librarian that 
includes access to administrative tools, linking and alerts, training and documentation, 

authentication, site licenses, and customer support contacts for APA.

APA PsycNET Features

  My PsycNET

  Term Finder (online Thesaurus)

  Search Within Results & Narrow Results by

  Recent Searches

  Author & Journal Lookups

  Cross-Database Searching

  My List

  Citation Finder

  Browse

  Easy Search 

  Advanced Search

  Results Display

  Record Display
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Term Finder
The Term Finder is a fully integrated Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms. This feature 
provides access to the three most requested levels of the thesaurus—preferred term, scope 
note, and historic note. 

The user can display the entire record to help with term selection. Users can select multiple 
terms, which populate the search box.
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Search within Results
Search within Results allows users to add search terms to narrow their results down to 
more relevant hits.  This will not create a new search but will apply the search terms to the 
existing results. 

Narrow Results by
Narrow Results by is an at-a-glance overview of the search results and gives searchers 
several options to quickly narrow their results to relevant records. 

Novice searchers may find this feature useful as a discovery tool to build more advanced 
searches. 

Users can narrow current results by index term, author, publication type, journal title, 
year, age group, population group, methodology, tests and measures, classification code, or 
language. 
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Recent Searches
Recent Searches enables users to combine or edit searches or to save searches on My PsycNET. 
This session-specific feature is widely used by sophisticated searchers to combine search results.

Author and Journal Lookups
Author and Journal Lookups are browsable indexes of author and journal names indexed in APA data- 
bases. These indexes can be accessed from either the Advanced Search or the Citation Finder tabs.

Author Lookup
Publications require varying formats for names; thus, an author’s work may be published under  
his or her first and last name, his or her last name and first initial, or in other formats. 
This index captures all variations of the author’s name (even misspellings) and allows users to  
easily add them to their search. 
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Journal Lookup
The journal index allows users to browse an alphabetical list of journals, select title(s), and 
then add one or more to their search. This feature eliminates time-consuming typing and 
enables the searcher to choose the correct journal title from a list.

My PsycNET
My PsycNET is a feature that allows users to personalize their interaction with APA PsycNET. 
My PsycNET allows users to save searches and rerun them at any time.  
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In addition to the features listed above, APA PsycNET incorporates the following 
functionality:

■ �Cross-Database Searching allows users to select multiple APA databases to be 
searched simultaneously. Fields are mapped across the five databases.

■ �Easy Search offers a familiar, single search box for novice users.

■ �Advanced Search allows users to design extremely targeted searches, yet the search 
form is intuitive and easy to use.

■ �The Browse function gives users the ability to search all PsycARTICLES®, 
PsycBOOKS®, PsycCRITIQUES®, and PsycEXTRA® records. Users are able to navigate 
from journal title to full-text article in just two clicks.

■ �My List provides the option to store records retrieved during the search session. This 
storage is session-specific, and users can print, save, email, or export their citations in 
a number of different formats (including APA Style).

■ �Citation Finder is a quick means for a user to find an article when they have one 
piece of information about the reference – a name, title, or subject. 

■ �Cited References allows users to search the works in the citations lists in the 
database documents. Searchers can find related documents and track the literature 
backward and forward.

■ �The Cited By function enables researchers to identify the number of times 
publications have been cited in PsycINFO®.

■ �Comprehensive documentation supports searching the platform. Context sensitive 
help has also been incorporated into each module. 

For more information, please contact us at psycinfo@apa.org. 

For a free trial, visit http://forms.apa.org/freetrial/.

Searches shown were conducted in October 2008


