
Using PsycCRITIQUES® for Research and Instruction

American Psychological  Association • 750 First Street, NE • Washington, DC 20002-4242 • 800-374-2722 • 202-336-5650 • psycnet.apa.org

PsycCRITIQUES, the American Psychological Association’s full-text database of reviews of 
books, films, and other media with content relevant to psychology, is a valuable resource for 

students looking for research topics and faculty seeking textbooks. It’s also a tool that subject 
specialists can use to identify topics in the news that can be used for tip sheets and training 
guides. 

Using PsycCRITIQUES for Evidence-Based Research
A student is seeking an authoritative book about evidence-based psychotherapy research but 
wants to know how well received the book is by reviewers. The student begins by searching 
PsycCRITIQUES for the phrase “evidence based” (in Any Field) and “psychotherapy” (in Title of 
Review).

This retrieves six reviews. When the PsycCRITIQUES record for one of these records is viewed, 
there are links to both the full-text review and the PsycINFO® record of the book being reviewed.

APA PsycNET® Search Lessons
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When the link to the original book record is opened, the student can view the book record 
and, if the book is also in the PsycBOOKS® database, also link to the full-text PDFs of each of 
the chapters.

Finding Topical Information for Classroom Use

A faculty member who is teaching a class dealing with suicide can find reviews of videos and 
popular films by searching PsycCRITIQUES using the search term “Suicide” and limiting to 
the Document Type Review-Media. 
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Results include both reviews of a video about suicidal adolescent boys

and a popular film about the last days of a rock star, loosely patterned after the suicide of Kurt 
Cobain, lead singer of the band Nirvana.

For more information about PsycCRITIQUES, please contact psycinfo@apa.org.  

And don’t miss the PsycCRITIQUES blog—a forum for readers to discuss and comment on 
books, films, and APA videos. We invite you to join in the conversation!  

Searches shown were conducted in October 2008

http://www.apa.org/psyccritiques
http://psyccritiquesblog.apa.org/

