
(OLWEUS) 

 THE BULLYING CIRCLE: STUDENTS’ MODES OF REACTION / ROLES IN AN 
ACUTE BULLYNG SITUATION 

 
START THE BULLY-                                                                                                                                         DEFENDER       DISLIKE THE                     
ING AND TAKE                  A           THE BULLY / BULLIES                                                                       OF THE               G      BULLYING AND 
AN ACTIVE PART                                                                                                                                             VICTIM                        HELP OR TRY TO 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           HELP THE ONE WHO 
                                                                                                                                IS EXPOSED, THE VICTIM 
                                                                                                            
                                                                                               THE ONE WHO IS EXPOSED 

 TAKE AN ACTIVE                         FOLLOWER                      THE VICTIM 
 PART BUT DO NOT            B        HENCHMEN     
 START THE BULLYING 

 
                                                                                                            Y 
 

SUPPORT THE BULLY -                      SUPPORTER                                                                       POSSIBLE                          DISLIKE THE 
ING BUT DO NOT                       C        PASSIVE BULLY / BULLIES                                            DEFENDER          F          BULLYING AND 
TAKE AN ACTIVE PART                                                                                                                                                                 THINK THEY OUGHT 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      TO HELP ( BUT DON’T DO IT) 
 
 
 

LIKE THE BULLYING BUT DO                            PASSIVE SUPPORTER       
NOT DISPLAY OPEN SUPPORT            D            POSSIBLE BULLY 
            

 
                                                                                                                    DISENGAGED 
                                                                                                                    ONLOOKER 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                 E         WATCH WHAT HAPPENS; «IS NONE OF MY BUSINESS» ; 
                                                                                                                            DON`T TAKE A STAND                                                                                                   
 


