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Pursuing a Career in Social Psychology

ALL ABOUT SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY ( )

Social psychology is the study of how individuals affect and are affected by : i
other people and by their social and physical environments. The work of Social PSyChQ/OgISTS S.TUC/)/
social psychologists allows us to have a better grasp of how group dynamics how individuals think

mﬂuenc‘e our choices a'nd actlc?ns anq provides insight into how our social GbOUf, influence and relate
perceptions affect our interactions with other people.

to one another and how
Social psychologists study interpersonal and group dynamics and social . .
challenges, such as prejudice, implicit bias, bullying, criminal activity and those interactions affect
substance abuse. They research social interactions and the factors that issues as W/'de-rang/ng
influence them, such as group behavior, attitudes, public perceptions and o ;
leadership. as prejudice, romantic

attraction, persuasion,

WHAT YOU CAN DO . : .
friendship and aggression.

Most social psychologists go into teaching or conduct research at a college
or university. A doctoral degree is usually required to become a college or - o
university professor. Employers outside of academia may accept a master’s

degree as sufficient in some cases.

Social psychologists are also employed in the private sector in roles as varied
as consultants, researchers, marketing directors, managers, political strategists
and technology designers. Social psychologists also work in government and
nonprofit organizations, designing and evaluating policy and programs in
education, conflict resolution and environmental protection.

MAKING IT HAPPEN

The path to becoming a social psychologist usually begins with a bachelor’s
degree in general psychology, social psychology or another related field.
Although some social psychologists focus on earning a master’s degree, most
seek a doctoral degree. PhD programs in social psychology typically take five
years to complete.

WHAT YOU CAN EARN

Salaries for social psychologists depend on geographic location, industry
and job experience. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, social
psychologists earned an average annual salary of $85,830 as of May 2011.

Find out where psychology can take you at SCIENCE .
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