Email or letter template for outreach on the National Standards

Psychology teachers can use the following template letter to contact school district superintendents, district social studies/social science and/or science curriculum directors, state superintendents of education, or state social studies/social science and/or science curriculum directors.  


[date]

[Name and address of recipient if sending hard copy]

Dear [name],
	
I am a high school psychology teacher at [school name, city, state] with important news to share about how you can strengthen the quality of the teaching of high school psychology in our [state/district]. The American Psychological Association recently published the third revision of the National Standards for High School Psychology Curricula, available online at https://www.apa.org/education-career/k12/national-standards. These standards emphasize the core scientific content that should be included in any introductory high school psychology course and are linked to free lesson plans and activities that teachers can use to facilitate their implementation. 

I strongly encourage you to consider adopting or adapting the National Standards in our [state/district] to ensure that psychology is being taught with the same rigor expected of other sciences at the secondary school level. This is important because a quality psychology course can:

· Enhance needed life skills. Understanding the science of human behavior can help students improve their academic skills, work effectively and collaboratively with others, and successfully navigate daily life challenges. 

· Prepare students for, and interest them in, in a variety of careers. According to Boyack et al, 2005, psychology is a hub science that connects to, and can be an entryway into, other STEM disciplines (including statistics, medicine, and the social sciences). Psychology is also broadly applicable to business, education, health, criminal justice, and mental health. A high-quality high school psychology course can help prepare students for several growing career fields.

· Improve mental health literacy. The standards provide accurate, science-based information about mental health, which is critical given the current student mental health crisis.

· Promote cultural competence. The standards use science to help students better understand the scope and variability of human behavior. 

Given the importance and relevance of high school psychology to all students, it is essential to align with the revised National Standards in the design and delivery of this course. Thank you for considering this request to ensure that students in our [state/district] receive high quality instruction in psychological science.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about these standards; I can be reached at [phone number and/or email address].  
	
Sincerely,

[name, school affiliation]

Additional resources

Free lesson plans and activities aligned to the standards: 
http://www.apa.org/education-career/k12/national-standards-resources

Video and information on the value of high school psychology
http://on.apa.org/highschool 

Professional development opportunities for high school psychology teachers
http://www.apa.org/ed/precollege/topss/state-local-groups   

Information and Resources for High School Psychology Teachers
http://www.apa.org/ed/topss 
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