
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE CONVERSATIONS
The NIH Will Pay Off Your Student Loans – Here’s How!

We will begin shortly.

• To minimize background noise, all participants will be muted at the 
start of the webinar. 

• Submit a question or comment to the panelists any time: Type it into 
the questions pane on the webinar control panel

• If you have issues viewing or hearing the webinar, log out and dial in 
using the information in your confirmation email.

Dial in: +1 (415) 655-0052 Access Code: 348-600-932

Click to add text
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ESSENTIAL SCIENCE CONVERSATIONS
The NIH Will Pay Off Your Student Loans – Here’s How!

TODAY’S CO-SPONSORS:

• APA Science Student Council (SSC)

• American Psychological Association of Graduate Students (APAGS)

• APA Committee on Early Career Psychologists (CECP)



Visit APA’s Essential Science Conversations webpage at:

apa.org/science/programs/essential-conversations



Host: Mitch Prinstein, PhD

Chief Science Officer

American Psychological Association



Matthew Lockhart, MBA

• Acting Director of the NIH Division of 
Loan Repayment



Mark Chavez, PhD

• Associate Director for Research Training 
and Career Development in the NIMH 
Division of Translational Research

• NIMH Program Chief for the Adult 
Eating Disorders Program

• NIMH Loan Repayment Program liaison



Michelle Desir, PhD

• Postdoctoral Fellow in Child Abuse 
Pediatrics, Penn State Hershey Medical 
Center



Marcia Tan, PhD

• Assistant Professor, Department of 
Public Health Sciences, University of 
Chicago



American Psychological Association

October 20, 2021

Matthew Lockhart
Acting Director
Division of Loan Repayment

National Institutes of Health
Loan Repayment Programs



Role of LRPs as an Important Career Path and 
Funding Option
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https://researchtraining.nih.gov/


About the NIH LRPs
NIH Loan Repayment Programs (LRPs) are a vital component in our nation's effort to keep

health professionals in research careers

Here’s how it works:

Applicants: Commit to perform research for 2 years

Outcome: Increase in nation’s stock of biomedical 

research scientists

NIH: Repays up to $100,000 of awardee’s qualified 

educational debt and covers resulting Federal tax (39%)



Basic LRP Eligibility Criteria

CITIZENSHIP

U.S. CITIZEN, NATIONAL, OR
PERMANENT RESIDENT

EDUCATION

DOCTORAL DEGREE
(FEW EXCEPTIONS)

EDUCATIONAL LOAN DEBT

AT LEAST 20% OF
ANNUAL BASE INCOME

RESEARCH FUNDING

DOMESTIC NONPROFIT, 
UNIVERSITY, OR 
GOVERNMENT;

NIH GRANT SUPPORT
NOT REQUIRED

RESEARCH TIME

AT LEAST 20 HOURS/WEEK 
OF QUALIFIED RESEARCH



Extramural LRP Subcategories
For individuals conducting research at non-profit institutions

• Patient-oriented research conducted with human subjects or materials of 
human origin (including cognitive phenomenon) on the causes and 
consequences of disease in humans

Clinical Research

• Research related to diseases or disorders in children

• Basic research allowedPediatric Research

• Research focusing on minority and other health disparity populations

• Basic, clinical, social and behavioral research allowed

Health Disparities 
Research

• Research focusing on conditions impacting ability to conceive or bear 
children and provide new or improved methods of preventing pregnancy

• Applications reviewed by Eunice Kennedy Shriver NICHD

Contraception & 
Infertility Research

• Same as Clinical Research LRP

• Available to clinical researchers from verifiable disadvantaged backgrounds

• Applications reviewed by NIMHD

Clinical Disadvantaged 
Backgrounds

• Available beginning September 2021 to recruit and retain researchers 
pursuing major opportunities or gaps in emerging areas of human health

• NIH ICs determine gap/emerging areas of research priority areas

Research in Emerging Areas 
Critical to Human Health 

(REACH)



LRP Applications & Awards, 2017-2020
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NIMH LRP Awards, 2011-2020



NIMH LRP Applications & Awards, 2021



New for FY 2022
LRP Application is now in ASSIST



QUICK FACTS

New in FY 2022

24 Participating ICs

Emerging areas of research are 
determined by each NIH 
Institute/Center

Targets researchers who 
wouldn’t qualify under existing 
LRP subcategories

Research in Emerging Areas Critical to Human Health (L70)

NOT-OD-21-144

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-144.html


LRP Application



Online Application Sample



LRP Application – Major Sections

Research Activities (‘meat and potatoes’)
• Personal Statement

o Highlight previous training, development of scientific interests; accomplishments; short 
and long-term career goals

• Training/Career Development Plan 
o Skills acquiring along path to independence (e.g., training, professional and leadership 

development; grantmanship workshops, conference attendance) – include 2-year timeline

• Proposed Research Plans 
o Planned research activities, specific roles/responsibilities – include 2-year timeline

Research Environment 
o Why are you where you are? Who or what is important there?

Loan Information (new applicants only) 
o Lender and servicer information, loan number, total loan amounts, loan status (e.g., in 

repayment/forbearance)
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• An individual receiving research or salary support from a for-profit source is ineligible to 
receive an LRP award

• Applicants do not propose new research goals in an LRP application.  In the research section, 
applicants should discuss current research plans

• LRPs are NOT a research grant

Important Notes!



LRP Resources
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LRP Video Tutorials

https://era.nih.gov/help-tutorials/lrp



LRP Summary

2-year Research Commitment

New: ASSIST and REACH

LRP Resources

Up to $50,000/year

Extramural LRP

Application Deadline 

November 18, 2021



Contact Us www.lrp.nih.gov

@NIH_LRP

(866) 849-4047

lrp@nih.gov

NIHLRP

http://www.lrp.nih.gov/
mailto:lrp@nih.gov


Let’s have an 
essential science 
conversation


