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Dr. Guy A. Boysen

Professor of Psychology

• BA, St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN 

• Ph.D., Iowa State University

• Professor, McKendree University, Lebanon, IL

• Provost Fellow, McKendree University, Lebanon, IL

• Associate Editor, Teaching of Psychology

• Author, Becoming a Psychology Professor 
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Overview 
• Types of academic institutions and positions
• Creating effective CVs
• Expressing fit in cover letters and other materials
• Avoiding kisses of death in the application process 
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Audience Questions

Teaching Research Service 
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Your ideal? 

• Teaching  ______%

•Research  ______%   

• Service     ______%

Higher Education Institutions 

Teaching

Service

Faculty work at 
community 

colleges 
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TeachingResearch

Service

Faculty work at 
baccalaureate 

colleges 
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Higher Education Institutions 

TeachingResearch

Service

Faculty work at 
master’s 

universities
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Higher Education Institutions 

Teaching

Research

Service

Faculty work at 
doctoral 

universities
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Higher Education Institutions 

Tenure-track and 
continuing-contract 

positions match 
institutions

Academic Positions 
Community Baccalaureate 

Master’s Doctoral 

APA |  How Did You Get That Job?

Instructor positions 
emphasize 
teaching Teaching

Other?

Academic Positions 
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Adjunct positions 
are teaching only

Teaching

Academic Positions 
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CVs for Academic Jobs

•An exhaustive list of 
academic qualifications  
• Presents objective 

accomplishments only 
•Not the same as a 

resume  
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30
seconds
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Would you interview this 
candidate for a 
clinical/developmental 
position at a baccalaureate 
college?  
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30
seconds

Essential CV Content 
• Academic pedigree

• Degrees 
• Specialty area 

• Research
• Publications
• Presentations
• Grants 
• Postdocs

• Teaching
• Courses taught
• Teaching assistantships
• Teacher training 
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Essential CV Content 
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• Degrees 
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• Research
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CV Arrangement and Format 
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Cover Letters for Academic Jobs

•An abstract of your fit with the specific position
•About 2 pages
•Written on letterhead
•Written to the search committee chair 
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

Cover 
Letters 

Establish fit with 
advertised 
qualifications 

Goal 1
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The Psychology Department of Midwest State is seeking a 
qualified applicant for a tenure-eligible position with specialization 
in Clinical or Counseling Psychology at either the assistant or 
associate level (MS #2001). The position responsibilities will 
include publishing scholarly research, teaching graduate 
coursework and supervising in the Clinical Mental Health Master’s 
program, teaching undergraduate courses, advising graduate and 
undergraduate students, and serving on Master’s thesis 
committees. The position will also include service on departmental 
and university committees.

Applicants must have an earned doctorate in Clinical or 
Counseling Psychology. Candidates must be licensed or license-
eligible. Applicants must have a demonstrated record of excellent 
teaching and scholarly research. Midwest State is committed to 
increasing faculty diversity, and candidates are encouraged to 
apply and to identify their strengths and/or experiences in relation 
to diversity.

Midwest State is a regional comprehensive state university 
serving over 20,000 students. Midwest state is a military-friendly 
and adult-learning campus and offers courses in a multitude of 
formats through regional military instillations and Veterans Affairs 
centers

Cover letter checklist

❑ Clinical/Counseling doctorate

❑ License-eligible

❑ Publishing 

❑ Teaching (grad and undergrad)

❑ Clinical supervision

❑ Research supervision 

❑ Diversity 

❑ Service  

❑ Adult and military 

❑ Varied course formats 
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

Cover 
Letters 

Demonstrate 
knowledge about 
the setting  

Goal 2

Knowledge About Setting

I have a clear record of
publication in top
counseling journals that I
will be able to continue
and expand upon using the
resources at Midwest
State. The university’s
access to the Franklin VA
Hospital is especially
attractive to me because of
its substance-use treatment
center. I recently applied
for a NIMH grant related
to substance-use and
would reapply with a focus
on military populations.

The Psychology Department of Midwest State is seeking a 
qualified applicant for a tenure-eligible position with specialization 
in Clinical or Counseling Psychology at either the assistant or 
associate level (MS #2001). The position responsibilities will 
include publishing scholarly research, teaching graduate 
coursework and supervising in the Clinical Mental Health Master’s 
program, teaching undergraduate courses, advising graduate and 
undergraduate students, and serving on Master’s thesis 
committees. The position will also include service on departmental 
and university committees.

Applicants must have an earned doctorate in Clinical or 
Counseling Psychology. Candidates must be licensed or license-
eligible. Applicants must have a demonstrated record of excellent 
teaching and scholarly research. Midwest State is committed to 
increasing faculty diversity, and candidates are encouraged to 
apply and to identify their strengths and/or experiences in relation 
to diversity.

Midwest State is a regional comprehensive state university 
with serving over 20,000 students. Midwest state is a military-
friendly and adult-learning campus and offers courses in a 
multitude of formats through regional military instillations and 
Veterans Affairs centers
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

Cover 
Letters 

Maintain a 
consistent message 

Goal 3
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

• Instruction fits 
institution’s mission and 
students 

•Matches specialty in 
advertisement 

•Matches institutional 
emphasis Teaching 

Statement
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

•Matches specialty in 
advertisement 
•Research can be 

conducted in the setting
• Includes mentorship of 

appropriate students
•Matches institutional 

emphasis
Research 

Statement
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Expressing Fit 
in Application 

Materials

• Experience with students 
served by institution 

•Matches campus 
initiatives 

• Self-disclosures, if they 
are beneficial Diversity 

Statement

Kisses of Death in Materials 

APA |  How Did You Get That Job?

Boysen, G. A. (2020). Research and teaching qualifications for faculty 
positions in psychology at 4-year colleges and universities. Teaching 
of Psychology, 48(1), 41-47. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0098628320959977

Boysen, G. A., Morton, J., & Nieves, T. (2019). Kisses of death in the 
psychology faculty hiring process. Teaching of Psychology, 46(3),
260-266. https://doi.org/10.1177/0098628319853942 

Kisses of Death in Materials 

•Negativity indicating that you are “difficult” 
•Unprofessional style
• Ignorance about the position 
•Bad fit with position qualifications  
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Minimum Yearly Presentations for Qualified 
Graduate Student Applicants 
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Minimum Yearly Journal Publications for Qualified 
Graduate Student Applicants 
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Minimum Number of Semesters Taught for 
Qualified Graduate Student Applicants 
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Minimum Number of Courses Taught for Qualified 
Graduate Student Applicants 
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•Average last 2 years? 

1. Number of publications 

2. Number of presentations 

• Total experience? 

1. Number of courses taught 

2. Number of semesters as 
teacher or TA  

7±2

Minimum Qualifications at Four-year Institutions  

Final Advice 

• The job hunt starts years in advance.
•Believe the advertisement.
•Make them believe this is your only application. 
• It is all about fitting well enough to be 

interviewed. 
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Thank You!

What are your questions?  
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Guy A. Boysen 

gaboysen@mckendree.edu 
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