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[Peggy Christidis] Good afternoon, everyone and thank you for tuning into this AP a webinar on managing your research and grants during covid-19. This webinar is part of a series called staying on track during a pandemic and I believe this is the third one we've done so far in this series. My name is Peggy Christidis I'm a science program officer in the science directorate of APA and I will be serving as moderator for today's webinar.
We have an amazing panel with us today. I am very excited to get this going. But before I make introductions and get us started. I just wanted to go over a few housekeeping things for our audience members.
If you find yourself having technical difficulties with gotowebinar try closing out of other applications on your computer and that should help if at any time you get disconnected from the webinar just try clicking again on the link you received when you First registered and hopefully that will log you back in. Many of you sent in questions ahead of time when you registered so our panel will try to get through as many of those questions.
This time will allow you also have an opportunity to type in a question as the webinar is taking place in real time the go to webinar control panel has a questions tab that you can type your question into if time permits will try to get to some of those questions as well and the slides you'll be seeing today will be shared with our Audience in PDF format at some point after the webinar ends will be sending you an email with those slides. The webinar is also being recorded and that will be available in the next week or so on are staying on track homepage and I'll have a link to that webpage on the very last slide you'll be seeing today in addition will be sending you a short post webinar survey. And if you can please take a moment to fill that out.
That's always very helpful to us and I think that's all I have to say about that. So let's begin as you know, the quick spread of covid-19 has resulted in our society basically shutting down all at once and this includes the closure of academic and research institutions, which has resulted in major disruptions in the research process Labs have closed research projects have been suspended and staff who work in these Labs find themselves.
Able to come in and do the work for which they're getting paid to do and the money that runs these labs and pays people often comes from federally funded grants.
So the principal investigators who hold the grants are obviously very concerned federal agencies, like the NIH and NSF have been working very hard during this time to address these issues and have been posting notifications and frequent updates on their websites and then they've been speaking to the research Community about flexibilities and managing grants and conducting research during this time. And in addition what has also happened is that new research opportunities have come about because of covid-19. Our panelists are here today to discuss these issues with us in Greater detail. So without further Ado I would like to introduce our panel for today's webinar.
First we have Dr. Michael our deputy director for extramural research at the National Institutes of Health. Next. We have Dr. Bill Riley associate director for Behavioral and social sciences research and director of The Office of Behavioral and social sciences research at the National Institutes of Health. And finally we have Dr. Marc Sebrechts division director for Behavioral and cognitive Sciences at the National Science Foundation.
Dr. Lauer can only stay with us for the first 25 minutes of this webinar. So he will begin his presentation first and then right after answer a few questions before he has to go after that. We will proceed with dr. Riley. He will give his presentation then Dr. Sebrechts right after and then after he finishes will begin the question and answer session where dr. Sebrechts and Riley will try to answer your questions. So with that being said, Dr. Lauer let's begin with you. I have your slides ready. So whenever you're ready, you may begin our great Peggy. Thank you so much. Do you hear me? 
[Dr. Lauer] Okay. Yes, I do. Okay great. So these thank you very much for inviting me to be here today and thank you for attending as Peggy very nicely articulated. We are very aware of the fact that the research Enterprise is going through a period of extreme disruption and so as best as we can we are offering many.
Traitor flexibilities to help the Enterprise remain intact and to help research continued at least in the intermediate to long-term. This is a rapidly evolving situation and I just showed you the that's the cover page for our website. Here are two headlines just for the last few days one for the Wall Street Journal medical research is locked down to this is written by a 10 inds supported researcher. He does research on stroke and then on the right Is a headline from stat covid-19 to shuttered Scientific Labs, it could put a generation of researchers at risk and we are aware that that early career investigators in particular. Everyone is being threatened by this but in particular they feel threatened. We are still open for business all NIH extramural staff are working remotely. I've been working remotely since March the 16th.
We are continuing the process applications and make Awards applications are still coming in where actually Quite pleased to see that we're continuing to conduct peer review. We've been doing peer review meetings virtually since March the 17th, fortunately without any major problems and are planning to continue peer-review virtually at least through the summer. If dr. the early fall we've also posted a number of funding opportunities to support covid-19 research and strongly urge you to look at the NIH guide as well as we look at our own dedicated webpage where we have them listed.
So this is points out that we have a number of funding opportunities many of them are competing supplements or administrative supplements. So this means that these are supplements to existing Awards, but we also have some announcement out for a new Awards as well. And if you have the you go on our website and you pull the slides down you'll be able to see a list of those we did delay application deadlines through May the first for those applications.
Actions that were do parts tonight to make the first that has worked. Well, we're now looking at at applications that are due later the applications that were particularly paying attention to or those in which there are only one receipt date a year. So for example for t32s, there's only one received a two-year and so we will be making an announcement if we have it already that we will be accepting those applications late. We're not changing the due date.
We will be accepting late applications for I believe about four weeks the individual institute's and centers or I see maybe allowing for late applications for some of their specific programs regarding those kinds of applications that come in on a regular Cycles like standard ro1 at this point in time given that we're continuing to see the steady flow of applications were probably not going to be accepting.
Late applications and rather what we'll say is if you can't make it for say the June deadline then committed in October one question. We've been asked is about donating research supplies.
Is it possible to donate supplies for example for PPE and the answer is yes, you can do that but one very important point is that institutions will be responsible for keeping track of what's happening and also the They also need to make sure that that these supplies are not being used for the personal use of people do laboratory. There be actually used to help Physicians who are on the front line and for this as well as for virtually everything else what did doubt ask your program officer of Grants management staff we're working and we're ready to answer your questions salaries and stipends is that area of a great deal of anxiety and as a general rule of thumb we are allowing.
We grants to be charged for salaries with iPads, even though even though productivity is way down. There are some caveats to that and so it is important to not just simply assume that but look at the at the guide notice an FAQ more carefully and also what did doubt please contact program.
Well this case contact grants management staff human subject research obviously of great interest to you and the the Priority as always is to ensure the safety of human participants and research staff. That means Consulting with I Arby's I'm guessing this but if you have done this already, we are being flexible with projects extensions. And so for example, second no-cost extensions, we're going to allow without too much fuss as opposed to what times past one. Big question is will NIH be be reimbursed.
You're providing money for unanticipated costs and the best answer I could give to that is maybe there's only so much money which is available and we are aware that there are substantial losses that are occurring at this time for certain kinds of studies that those would be cute. Those would include human research studies as well as clinical trials. We may be able to provide administrative supplements to cover unanticipated costs and Salvage.
Investments before making any kind of request for administrative supplements. I would strongly encourage you to speak with your program staff because they could give you a sense as to what's reasonable and what's not and what might be available and what will be I know some of you also work with with animals the our office of laboratory Animal Welfare has been quite active they put on a couple of webinars. They have their own page.
The number of fa fa Q's, we've actually been quite pleased about Aya Cox instituting virtual meetings. This has happened and that has been that appears to be working reasonably well, and there are a number of other administrative flexibilities including extensions of reporting prior approval requirement waivers flexibilities regarding expenditures of foods.
Delays on Final financial reporting closeout and progress reports. And again, these are all described in detail in our on our webpage in guide notices and in our fa Q's, I saw a number of the questions that you said that Advance many of those questions are actually answered in our FAQ is so we strongly encourage you to look at those. We understand that.
That there's lots of time and there's lots of money lots of time is easier. And so we are going to be flexible with extending time for Fellowship career Awards K Awards and training Awards also for for granting additional no cost extension loss of money is a lot tougher because the money may not be there but we will be we will be a covid E4 loss of time.
So let me just conclude here by Egg that we appreciate what what you're going through. This is an unprecedented time. There's an extreme degree of disruption, which is occurring Nationwide. We are doing our very best to be as accommodating as we can be please don't hesitate to ask questions and I would say in particular ask questions of your greatest management staff for program staff regarding your specific grants. Are your specific applications?
And they will be able to help you at the bottom is the link to our website. We are constantly updating this website where updated the fa Q's frequently and so we we also have their the funding opportunities that are specific for covid-19. So, please please go there often because we think that that that will be helpful for you. So that's all I have in terms of a formal presentation.
These slides are on our website so you're you know, welcome to take them and share them with others and I would be happy but this point I've got 10 minutes. I'd be happy to answer questions or hear comments. Wonderful. Thank you. Dr. Lauer. That was very informative. And we do have lots of questions for you. Here's one that asks NIH has only been offering supplements to existing grants for covid.
Does the NIH have plans to solicit new grants for covid and do they have any options for quick turnaround grants similar to nsf's Rapid Awards?
So so the answer to both of those is yes, we are as you might imagine, you know In the Heat of the emergency. The first thing that we do is we take we take advantage of Leverage the resources that we already have and iaid spends quite a bit of money on Research contracts. So this is how they support some of their trial networks and some of their political research networks. They have already been quite successful.
Successful and so for example, I'm sure you've heard about the room that severe trial which the preliminary results indicate that ribbed a severe is effective has or has some effect against the virus that has led to an emergency use approval from the FDA that trial was up and running at the end of February and complete. Yeah, we don't have the final results. But nonetheless it has already led to a real change.
In the the covid-19 environment. So I think that that's a testament to to niaid S long-term research strategy working quite well during an emergency time. So the first thing we do is we leverage those resources that we that we already have we have put out announcements for new Awards and they are on our website. And so we urge you to take a look at them and and for some of them they are going through an expedited review.
Process so that we can get the awards out quickly. Okay? Okay. Great. Thank you. Next question is the NIH making special accommodations for those of us conducting federally funded animal research sudden lab closures have led to animals being euthanized resulting in the loss of months. If not years worth of research. We are very much aware of what's happening with animal research.
We are aware that our colonies that are being called breathing which is staffed. And so this is resulting in major losses of time.
And so that's why we are being as accommodating as we can with time and that means allowing for even a second no-cost extension of the be one of the slides dealt with a variety of I expected combinations if you go to our office of Tori Animal Welfare, hola you go to that web page. There's quite a bit of information about various administrative accommodations that are being made regarding oversight of laboratory animals. Now, I understand that there is real concern about the cost the cost of replacing the animals and that is going to have to be handled a case by case basis 40% or more of our portfolio a uses animal models.
So think about that that's 40% of about 30 billion dollars worth of Grant that's a lot of money and we just don't have that money to replace absolutely everything that has been lost that the money just isn't there and so in some cases the best we're going to be able to do is to extend time with grants. There may be opportunities for administrative supplements to replace animal losses. But those are going to have to be handled on a case-by-case.
Is that each individual is to Center I see is going to have to look at their budget and figure out how much they're going to have available to cover those codes of request. Great. Yeah. The next question is what is the policy around using Grant funds to support a home office for example to buy a printer office supplies dual monitors those sorts of things.
So I believe that our thinking of that is that you can't use Grant supplies for this that know a grant monies for that. For example is a general rule. You cannot use Grant Monies to buy a laptop computers printers or monitors because we assume that that's something that you're going to have any way that you will have for your general use and so that might be partially covered by indirect cost.
The exception would be if or getting something which is specifically for one research project. So if you're buying a you know hyper or supercomputer of source or parallel grid computer to handle data crunching for one specific project, then that particular case you can use Grant funds for that. But I'm not aware of our being able to allow for grid funds to be used to to pay for that that type of thing, okay.
Another question asks, I'm wondering what impact if any the pandemic may be having on new submissions that have not yet been reviewed.
So I don't have data immediately available at my fingertips. But what I have been told is that they're coming in they're coming in at a rapid clip. So applications are coming in and they are being reviewed. So thus far we've been able to conduct all reviews that we had planned to have. There are some stresses both positive and negative. So negative stress.
Is that some of our Reviewers of are being pulled out to engage in critical care during the the pandemic so they have to deal with with with clinical demands new clinical demands. And so they're not available for review now on the other hand. There are other scientists who are not able to be as productive as active as they normally would be it so they have a bit more time to help out with review. So they're both they're both plus and minus now another issue.
Who is just that there's no travel. So, you know, you don't have to come here the day before to spend the night in the hotel that that may actually make things a little bit easier. So thus far at this moment in time. We are continuing to get applications all reviews are being conducted at that is our attention.
You may be aware that the Canadian Institutes of Health research or cihr that the Canadian equivalent of NIH they Cancel this bring competition. They decided to shut down altogether NIH has not done that and so far we're continuing to process application. Okay, I think we have time for one more one more. Well, this is a more general question and we got this question quite a bit. What does the future of NIH funding look like now?
Oh boy. Well, that's an easy one. Okay, so well one thing is in the short term NIH funding is going up even more than before we got we had last December we received a significant budget increase over the previous year we've had now I think five straight years of budget increases to just been wonderful. We've been able to fund more scientists a larger amount of money going to support extra mural.
Search for credit contract we've been able to increase the number of early stage investigators that we are supporting now with covid-19. There have been additional monies that have come to NIH to support a variety of efforts. So this includes money for for niaid and niehs and several other. I see this is so-called emergency funding to address issues that are of direct interest to the pandemic such.
As Therapeutics and vaccines development. We've also received additional monies for development of diagnostic tools. The hope is to be able to develop rapid High throughput relatively low cost point of care diagnostic tools so that the country will be able to ramp up its testing capabilities by a dramatic amount over the next few months while particular. Let's say later.
Ver and early fall and that hopefully will that make it easier for the for the economy to reopen while at the same time made maintaining a high degree of vigilance over the the epidemic and controlling it is a reformed way.
So that's a substantial sum of money received their there's also money going towards a public-private partnership, which you'll be hearing more about it was publicly announced but it's it's quite exciting between government and Industry. And of course Academia will be involved in this but the idea is is to leverage both government and Industry to develop a variety of tools to deal with with coronavirus. What funding is going to look like next year FY 21. I don't know only time will tell but I would say you know it in the short term because of the supplemental.
For that we have received through the through the covid-19 supplemental bills, and the budget includes that we have received already at NIH funding. If anything a has actually gone up, so I want to thank you very much for the opportunity to be here today. I wish you all very well. Please stay healthy and stay safe, and we all look forward to better days ahead in 230g, 
[Peggy] Okay. So now we have Dr. Bill Riley. 
[Dr. Bill Riley] Thank APA certainly also thank Mike Lauer. I'm awfully busy guy and I told Peggy that I might be able to at least do a poor man's version of what he knows from the extramural research end of the spectrum, but he clearly knows it as well as anybody so it was good to have him on as well. I want to make sure also leave time for Marc and NSF colleagues. So I just want to focus briefly on some of the behavioral and social science research work going on related to the covid-19 Potomac pandemic because I know that's particularly what a lot of the APA members would probably like to hear about so next slide. I'm preaching to the choir here, you know that most of the mitigation efforts were currently doing or essentially social and behavioral interventions risk communication hand-washing paid sick leave social distancing all of those sorts of things. They're obviously based on varying levels of evidence from prior epidemics.
Particularly from a lot of the H1N1 another flu epidemics also a little bit from SARS and myrrh, which are a little more comparable to what we're dealing with now but at a much smaller level as you know, some of it has not been implemented consistent with the existing evidence and certain situations.
So I think the people are doing the best I can and some within the fog of misinformation going on at the same time some of those mitigation efforts have limited generalizability to this epidemic in the specific nature of this epidemic, so it's always tricky to Extrapolate from what we learned in terms of Social and behavioral interventions to reduce the transmission of other infectious diseases to this one. I think people are doing the best they can in that and the fact that I know you all know as you listen to people talk about various models with large confidence intervals and multiple scenarios, like the one I show on the right and the slide we don't really have sufficient precision and quantification of some of these social and behavioral variables to better inform our models.
And I think that's really a critical piece of what we need to do moving forward. And then of course most of us most of these mitigation activities and policies and that sort of thing had been sufficient evidence to quantify the Adverse Events such as economic downturn and unemployment and social isolation, etc. Etc. And then of course, the thing that were also concerned about it says various sort of unemployment economic downturns. We went backwards one there.
There we go, also, I have downstream health effects on stress and mental health and suicide rates and substance abuse stress related to physical conditions in some situations increases in violence, particularly domestic violence and child abuse potentially but decreases in other types of violence like youth violence and Street violence, and of course further reductions in things like motor vehicle accidents, so it's somewhere mixed bag in terms of the downstream health effects from all of this. And so the other part of that is how do we ameliorate those Downstream health effects?
Obviously, there's an adequate access to healthcare and only swim above quote non-elective forms of treatment being offered and that's particularly problematic and mental health and substance abuse areas.
It's exacerbating Health disparities considerably those of us who have access to Telehealth and telemedicine in a much better shape than those who don't and so a lot of the disparities that were already there and also many of us who can then also telework So we actually have less of an impact on the economic downturn then do all the others who obviously can't so one of the critical things is beginning to happen. Obviously is that Telehealth and disorder engines are being used more and more and their ability to be able to understand their efficacy. And what's lost in the translation only from something a lot of times meant primarily to augment in-person treatment now being used almost entirely as the treatment.
Without any in person sort of aspect to it. So a lot of changes that are going on there. One of the other areas has been in custody. I think might mention that some of their more recent sort of conscious of funding just recently came in was specifically on testing just a reminder. I one of the jobs of my office is to remind people of all the social and behavioral aspects of a lot of the things that people typically think of as mostly by a medical in nature.
A real quick health belief model revisited or just remind everybody that in the 1950s we developed the health belief model because we were rolling out tuberculosis screen things to communities buses and trucks to communities to do tuberculosis greens and people were surprised that people weren't just doing an automatic uptake of that and of course being screened and we learned very quickly that there are a lot of social and psychological factors that lead to the uptake of testing which is one of the critical aspects and then subsequently all the interpretation of that right levels of health literacy to be able to interpret test findings appropriately how it might impact mitigation Behavior subsequently, especially if you feel like now that you found to be sore antibody positive that you might then subsequently decide that you don't need to be anywhere near as careful as you might otherwise need to be and then the service isn't handoff for people who test positive on the virus in terms of making sure especially in health disparity populations receiving access and resources that are adequate What they need so particularly complicated and Rural and underserved communities and then one of the things that I think people have only begun to think about a bit, but I'd certainly something we've been thinking about the NIH is a psychosocial recovery from covid-19. We know that there's already literature on their post intensive care syndrome that people have already experienced as a result is just a typical intensive care treatment. That's obviously exacerbated by social isolation and lack of faith.
Family contact in the current situation in which people are getting intensive care for covid-19. And then of course after recovery, there's also issues of stigma that need to be addressed as well as Survivor guilt that might be possible as results of that. So one of the things that's already being considered and built into some of the clinical trials right now. They're ongoing is assessments or psychosocial recovery factors and how those might be important few things are up. I might answer this question already.
It's I think important to remember the first thing we can usually do the fastest is to our existing leveraged grantees and say do work we've already funded you to do but here's some additional money to do that. But that doesn't mean that we aren't also working on new applications coming in and new folders new funding announcements coming out that are specifically addressing people who don't currently have funding but are capable of certainly answering some of the questions. We need to have answered. This is just from our website.
We did a list we both obssr both has a Transit NIH urgent competitive administrative supplements or covid-19 related social and behavioral research but there are a number of other institutes and centers that have their own as well. This slide just shows NIMH and night up but there are at least a half a dozen. If not more. I sees that have their own supplements that are specifically related to that. So if you have an existing Grant and you can make it work, either within scope or outside of scope to be able to answer specific covid-19 related questions.
Research questions. This is a easy and quick sort of way to get the additional funds to do that. But the other thing that we were particularly concerned about is that this people were moving obviously quite quickly to be able to assess some of these covid-19 specific phenomena is everybody would do a one-off set of survey items different from everybody else's there wouldn't be much in the way of data integration or at least even data sharing a comparison across surveys. So we quickly stood up at the NIH to play.
At forms one is our Disaster Response research platform that already exists for a number of sort of disaster research tools and included in that covid-19 serve a specific survey items that people were generating and sending to us so that we could share with others and then the Phoenix toolkit which some of you may be aware of that's on the right side of the slide has already had for many years a lot of very nice.
Sort of consensus level sort of protocols and measures for various sort of phenomena for use in epidemiology and clinical research. And so as a rapid effort to do this, they've also listed all of those survey item modules or protocols for people to be able to not just create a yet another new set of survey items. But to use ones are already available that people are already Fielding at this point so that can be some sharing of that at this point in time. We have over 450 surveys that have been posted.
In we've only had this up for like two or three weeks now and over 5,000 downloads of already existing survey items that people can pull from and use as we move forward. We have other plans for this movement for but right now the first thing we want to do is just make sure that people were sharing their self-report and Survey items in one place so that could do that quickly. So Mike also went through this real quickly. I'll just sort of mention this because I think it's important to keep in mind where our money is coming from and what it's for. 
So the first round of funding that we receive supplemental funding Congress about nine hundred forty five million mostly went to NIH a ID and I hope she'll be I Therapeutics and vaccines development research. As I said, there's a little of that that's now being Incorporated when looking at source psychosocial recovery in some of those clinical therapeutic trials. So I'm trying to sort of integrate some of that work into their the second round of funding that we just received around 1.5 to 1.8 billion depend upon who you read mostly to an ibid.
NCI for virus and antibody testing the search and number of institutes and centers have been working quite hard to make sure that there's that suppose social and behavioral aspects of that that we were talking about an earlier slide. There's a third round of funding being considered currently by Congress in their face or stimulus package.
There's been a number of efforts to look at more sort of larger scales or efforts looking at Social and behavioral impacts of covid-19 and how Miller ate them and we're hopeful that if that money comes through the some of that will be focused specifically on those social and behavioral risk factors so I do feel I hate to use this guy I know people use this analogy all the time but it's getting to where the puck is going that Gretzky was quoted all the time on but I have to say that at the early stages of this I think all of us are feeling like we were skating with a puck already was all right we're already behind the curve people needed answers to questions we didn't have of them and we couldn't generate them fast enough there are some that were beginning to see where we can actually generate some questions and some answers to those questions in time for them to be useful now ways to sort of optimizing and want you to the mitigation strategies that will go slower transmission rates while improving economic and social recovery providing services to the backlog of elected care that's already out there happy happen helping families manage the complex Killer, but we must experience especially under social isolation with what would have died. And there really isn't much of a sort of typical sort of buried in the process. We normally go through covid-19 recovery complications that we've already talked about communicating risk of in the context of better therapeutics and vaccines.
I mean, we can expect that in the same way in which HIV became sort of less scary to people as the Therapeutics became better the same thing is potentially possible here with covid-19 and We are just thinking ahead. We already know that this vaccine hesitancy for a lots of vaccines. We already have out there and given the rapid pace of vaccine development and testing the likely that they'll be even more That vaccine hesitancy that are particular psychological research will be important in helping to address. I think that's all I have. So I'm going to stop and turn this over to Mark. You've got both my email if you need it for other questions that come up. We don't answer at the end and also our newsletter email.
Update that we have it to keep people up to date on those sorts of things. So thank you all and thank you for your time. 
[Peggy]Thank you. Dr. Riley. That was great we'll do now is go straight to our last but absolutely not least presenter. Dr. Marc Sebrechts from the National Science Foundation. I appreciate the opportunity to briefly tell you about some of the aspects of the National Science foundation's response to covid-19 for researchers.
[Dr. Marc Sebrechts] So most of what I will state today applies broadly across NSF, but I'll also refer to specific examples from social behavioral and economic Sciences directorate since that maybe special interest to researchers affiliated with APA. We have roughly 2,000 academic institutions across the country that are engaged in nsf-funded research.
So we're well positioned to mobilize that force in efforts to understand that the virus of course are She interest is the well-being and safety of the research Community as well as the NSF staff that serve the mission right? We're actually in in awe of the adaptation that we have seen from the research community and the efforts they are making and we're trying to work with them and our objective is to do the best we can to keep the science going the certain adaptations. We continue to support research proposals are still being reviewed and a Wars are being processed.
NSF staff as a whole are working remotely review panels are still being held although they are being held virtually and will do so throughout fiscal 2020. So to the end of September on no decision has gone beyond that chat accommodation is being made for foundational research and I'll give you some examples of that an additional funding has been provided for critical covid-19 related research.
Let me at the outset just point out that if you go to nsf.gov coronavirus, there are many different links to different aspects different questions and updates are given here as well. So for almost all of your questions, there is some information at this site that can help you out. However at the same time I'm going to try to isolate some things from this massive amount of information for you today.
So first of all, just keep in mind that the on Go in portfolio of NSF research service the foundation and questions about ecology Evolution impact in mitigation of viruses in an ongoing way giving us the opportunity to respond with the research that we fund a foundational level to understanding disease systems.
And I don't know how much of this graphic you can see depending on the size of your monitor, but you can see that every directorate shares in many different activities and that these are cross-disciplinary in the social behavioral and I make Sciences in particular there's a focus on how human behaviors can influence decision-making behavioral responses to the spread of disease effects of social cultural and economic conditions. So that's ongoing Research In addition. I just on the next slide wanted to remind you that we still have foundational research that supports many areas of cognition behavior in this new context.
So this includes research on which are of work which is changing under covid human networks and data science. Tell us about spread collaborative intelligence then informs us about how combining humans and Technologies can impact the ways in which we solve these complex problems cultural responses to crises social and economic behavior and risk and decision-making and these are only a few of the core areas of research. We're thinking about how we are prepared for and working with the current situation can be really useful.
Full from our research community in the next slide. I want to briefly talk about a new initiative which are rapids on March fourth National Science Foundation released a dear colleague letter that called for proposals that responded to covid-19. The rapid response research is a mechanism that we have as an ongoing mechanism for to review proposals under cases of severe urgency with the dear colleague letter for covid-19.
We will fund proposal consider funding for proposals for up to 200,000 k for a period of one year and in addition. It supports access to Advanced Computing resources to support research. The awards are focused on modeling the spread of covid-19 understanding virus transmission prevention and encouraging the development of processes and actions to actions to address this Global challenge.
So of course in both understanding the spread and Mission prevention and the way in which we responding all of those are issues that are very relevant to psychologists and other social behavioral scientists give you a sense of what is being covered Within These Rapids this provides a thematic overview of six primary areas that are being funded I should add that NSF also does fund early concept grants for exploratory research or known as eagers.
They're exploratory, but potentially transformative work address the same themes in the high levels that's in addition to the Rapids acres are out there. You can see that again. There's a this is a summary of the research that the different directorates are doing you can see that social behavioral economic Sciences course psychological Sciences being core of that are engaged in research on limiting the spread the impact of behavior and the impact on society In the next slide, I give you an initial example of the kinds of things that we are funded. So we've already funded lots of these rapid Awards in the last six weeks. So in this case one is reading skills development. So one of the concerns is that with school closures, there can be substantial impacts on the way in which reading skills are developed.
We already know that the summer period provides a real concern when one is developing reading skills, and this is going to especially potentially consequential for those in special education who have challenges with online learning. So the research is examining how remote learning applications and Technologies can help overcome this decline in basic reading skills, and that could help us moving forward in how to know ways in which we can teach students better in areas where the US needs trained Specialists to deal with special circumstances of reading development.
Another example in the next slide is a different activity focused on information and behavior The Challenge and the threat of the covid-19 has been received very differently in different places by different groups and questions are how do you go about affecting communication on health issues in ways that can actively engage the populace and working with the health community and trusting the health communities decisions.
Let me turn in the next slide to some guidance and flexibility for NSF Grant. He's so support for Rapids is only one of the components that we're looking at. And so we've identified some flexibilities that have been implemented. They are consistent with the Office of Management and budget guidance. And as you'll note many of the things that we are identifying at NSF are similar to those at NIH since they are both individual agency determinations with respect to Common.
It's from OMB. So research resources can be repurposed to support covid-19 responses is cycle our told you expenses and costs incurred due to covid-19 can be charged to an award and you can work with your aors on that determination additional guidance can be provided by the program officers adjustments have been made to private or prior approval requirements. So there are stipulations of what needs to be approved ahead of time some of those have been adjusted.
And at the weblink indicated there, you can see what those adjustments specific adjustments are conferences can be rescheduled or there can be a new future meeting that is within the scope of the award no-cost extensions are available initially working with your institution and if additional extensions are needed working through a request with NSF, so you should contact your program officers as in most things. If you have additional questions, they're also in the next slide are important changes.
Two deadlines. So a number of proposal deadlines have been extended and again the list of those proposals the vast majority of which are not the SBA Sciences, but the list of those deadlines are their final project reports that we're doing April have been given a 30-day extension in the closeout period for any awards that ended between November 30th, 2019 and April 30th 2020 have now been automatically extended to 100 in 80 Days The next slide. I just wanted to highlight again some important resources. So again, the nsf.gov / coronavirus is the key page, which is updated that gives the current ways in which NSF is responding to its research Community. There are also fact sheets that are provided by the office of legislative and public affairs and the link to those fact sheets is provided at the bottom of this page on the next page. I just wanted to point out that we want to of course move ahead and think about how we go from a reactive mode which is critical and important to a predictive mode and moving from segmented to interdisciplinary and coordinate activities. So if we were to think about the impact of future emerging diseases, we need to work in an interdisciplinary way to understand the drivers of influence transmission mechanisms of resistance how to model disease and how to respond in the event of a night out great.
So in brief NSF is doing its best to keep going with the research to keep the fundamental research that we need now and that we will continue to need in an ongoing way with the support of the research community in the next slide. I want to encourage you to continue to communicate your research with NSF in a number of ways.
It's very helpful for us to be able to share what the research Community is finding with the broader public and here are a number of ways in which you can do that thank you very much. I appreciate you all being here. Hope that if you have questions, which aren't covered today. Please reach out. You can contact the relevant program officer or you can contact our office of legislative public affairs. And also on some detailed policy questions. You can contact policy at nsf.gov. Thanks very much for the opportunity to talk to you. 
[Peggy] Thank you so much. Dr. Sebrechts. That was great. It's good to see that out of all this chaos. Uncertainty, you know, there are new unexpected opportunities to do good research, you know a way of making lemonade out of lemons so to speak so it's good to hear. We've now made it to our question and answer session and we have about six seven minutes left. So gentlemen, are you ready to answer some questions? All right. Okay. So the first question asks I will research that can still be conducted under the current situation be prioritized for grant funding decisions.
[Dr. Bill Riley] Let me take a stab at that. So there are of course through the rapids. We are funding covid-19 relevant research in particular. We are sensitive to research that is comes in different way for those things that apply through our normal processes. Although we are sensitive to it. We are going to make the same review judgments about the awards, but we are considering the real reality of actually being able to conduct the research.
So if somebody is has a proposal and there are questions about how they will respond to the current situation and being able to conduct that research. That's a question that we would ask of them. We also may suggest the changing of start dates for a number of awards.
[Dr. Sebrechts] I'll just follow up and tape it and I changed and it's pretty much the same thing and we're not going to change our review criteria. But certainly these abilities are consideration and in all likelihood the most common thing that will happen is delay and start dates to accommodate people who get an award but aren't quite ready to start yet because things aren't open enough at that point.
[Peggy] The next question asks should Grant proposals in development minimize in person contact with participants.
[Dr. Riley] And I think that's something that the researcher has to make the case of how they're going to do the research and I think it has to be that they make a case that it is. It's feasible research, but we're not we can't of course predict better than anybody else what the likely situations are going to be. So we are not at this point making determinations that research can or can't be done in particular ways. But we're asking the researchers to provide us with the plans of how they move forward under the current circumstances cancers no 
[Dr. Sebrechts] I agree with that big there's been some interesting you know Innovations and almost dreamlike virtual clinical trials that are being done in certain situations but again you have to make the case for the validity of that type of work and the context and importance of it 
[Peggy] right right okay so the next question asks what is your advice for Grant submissions where you were anticipating collecting preliminary data in the next month but now can't or have only partially collected it what do you say to people who can't collect all of their data and we're planning on submitting a grant 
[Dr. Riley] I'll start on this one Marc. I don't think I mean, it's always hard to read reviewers, but I don't think they're going to accept sort of I could only get half way done my preliminary data, so I don't wish for you as you're pulling data section of your cert. So in a lot of ways unless you can make a really compelling case for it. I think you're probably looking at sort of delaying your that submission until you have sufficient primary data to make the case.
[Dr. Sebrechts ] Agreed. 
[Peggy] Okay. This particular question is regarding an NSF grant for continuing NSF grants. Should we be taking steps to protect ourselves from potential delayed future installments?
[Dr. Riley] I'm not sure what the delay future installments are. So they let me try let me try and address it generically. So Cohen term I assume is the funding question. So at this point in time, we are proceeding with with the grants and the awards as we otherwise would we can't predict the future there will be we have no anticipated delay in in fun in continuing grants, so they should they should go on we will be looking at we anticipate there will be an increase in supplement requests and so forth, but all of those still remain to be determined, but at this point we're proceeding under the typical rules with the change delays and accommodations that I noted 
[Peggy] great not next question will the funding agencies require special documentation for the work done remotely during this period period 
[Dr. Sebrechts]We said NIH we haven't required anything like that.
That we have no differential requirements stipulated. It would be the same when people submit the reports, you know, we don't we don't micromanage how it is that they are doing it as long as they were moving at the research. 
[Peggy] All right. I think we have time for maybe one more question. This audience member asks, I have entered the last year of my grant but covid has stalled my research and I may not be able to finish it in the allotted amount of time. Should I apply for a no-cost extension that will have little funds left or is it better to submit a renewal?
[bookmark: _GoBack][Dr. Riley] All you know that that will at least for NIH will depend upon may not obviously a renewal if you're if you are at the point where you think you can just move on with the data that you have and make a good case for Renewal. I think that's certainly reasonable. Mike said earlier. There's also the possibility though, not likely that instead of a no-cost extension. You could get a more caustic extension to finish the work.
[Dr. Sebrechts] Yeah, there's no no guarantee of supplements being provided. That's something I would suggest if you're at that point that you talk with your program officer about your particular situation where you are and what the best strategy would be individually. 
[Peggy] All right, well fantastic, but unfortunately we are out of time. I want to thank our guests for taking the time today to be here. I know how busy you all are and I really appreciate that.
I made the time. I really also want to thank our audience members for taking the time to tune in and as I mentioned earlier this webinar is one of many that APA is developing and I'll actually pull up the slide here. It is that is part of our staying on track during a pandemic series.
You can register on this webpage for other webinars and you can also view recordings of previous webinars and that the You know this webinar, we have a short survey for you to take if you could do that, please that would help us. We use that information to develop new webinars. And with that we've reached the end of our webinar. I want to thank everyone for being here have a wonderful day my quickly and I want I want to thank all of the all the researchers out there. I want to thank them ask them to keep the scientific Enterprise going that's critical and let us know how we can help you do that.
Thank you very much. Absolutely. Yes. Thank you so much and stay safe out there, bye-bye.
