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My goals

* Brief mention of key elements of the
presentations

e Other challenges
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My compliments to the presenters!

e Overall the presenters make a strong case that
psychologists have much to contribute to improving
palliative and end-of-life care, in areas including research,
practice, and policy

« While many presentations focus on geropsychology,
related areas such as pediatrics and health psychology
are highly relevant, and multiple areas can benefit from
training about this area

o Special compliments to Drs. Gil and Goy for their review
of diversity issues, including topics often given less
attention such as disabillity status. Groups such as “Not
Dead Yet” have offered powerful statements of concern
about topics such as Assisted Dying
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Other issues

 The National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization is of key importance but was not
mentioned.

* Will psychologists be welcomed as additional
providers in hospice? Other providers, e.g. social
workers, are well entrenched as hospice providers.
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Other issues

« Greater attention could be paid to providing
bereavement care (which is not in conflict with
hospice reimbursement regulations) and advanced
care planning and palliative care in for patients
where psychologists are already active (beyond
oncology) such as Alzheimer’s disease and stroke
care.

e Psychologists interested In palliative and end-of-life
care need an organizational home bringing together
psychologists not focused on aging. One option
would be a Section of Division 12




For higher impact in
palliative and end-of-life
care, it is important for
psychologists to publish
not only in journals read
by other psychologists, but
also high impact journals
focused on practice and
policy. For example Health
Affairs issued an open call
for papers and recently
published this special
issue on “Advanced llIness
and End-of-Life Issues”,
but psychologists do not
appear well represented.
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CONCLUSION

* Three cheers for the Working Group!

e Suggest greater attention to bereavement
and illnesses where psychology already has
high impact

e Watch out for interprofessional challenges in
hospice, NHPCO

o Strive for higher and broader impact in our
scholarship
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