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COURSE: Seminar in Social Psychology: Poverty (1995) - Bernice Lott
Outline and Syllabus

Required Texts:

Children and Poverty. Child Development, April 1994, 65 (2).
Sullivan, Mercer L. Getting Paid. Cornell University Press, 1989.
Liebow, Elliot. Tell Them Who | Am. Free Press, 1993.

Binder of Readings. * (available for individual copying)

Objectives:

We will examine poverty from a social psychological perspective focusing on life conditions, and
exploring correlates/consequences for attitudes, beliefs, and behavior. The cultural context and
social factors will be analyzed and attention will be paid to implications for personal functioning,
social change, and social policy.

Date Topics and Readings

Jan. 18 I. Introduction
A. Objectives
B. Definitions
C. “What's psychology got to do with it?”
* DeParle, J. (1994, Dec. 18). Better work than welfare. But what
if there’s neither? New York Times Magazine, pp. 42ff.
(attached)

Jan. 25 1l. Who are the poor in our community?
Guest: Rl Campaign to Eliminate Childhood Poverty, George Wiley
Center, Pawtucket
Children & Poverty: Huston et al, pp. 275-282
Duncan et al, pp. 296-318
Garrett et al, pp. 331-345
* Brewer, R. M. (1988). Black women in poverty:... Signs, 13, 331-339.
* Garbarino, J. (1992). The meaning of poverty in the world of children.
Amer. Behavioral Scientist, 35, 220-237.
* Bound, J., Duncan, G. J,, Laren, D. S. & Oleinick, L. (1991). Poverty
dynamics in widowhood.
* Bane, M. J. & Ellenwood, D. T. (1989). One fifth of the nation’s
children: Why are they poor? Science, 245, 1047-1053.

Feb. 1 IIl. Middle-class responses to the poor.
Children & Poverty: MacPhee et al, pp. 699-715
* Axinn, J. M., & Hirsch, A. E. (1993, November). Welfare and the
“reform” of women. Families in Society, 563-572.
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* Bullock, H. (1995, in press). Class acts: Middle class responses to the
poor. In Lott, B. & Maluso, D. The saocial psychology of
interpersonal discrimination. NY: Guilford.

* Groskind, F. (1991). Public reactions to poor families:
Characteristics that influence attitudes toward poor families.
Social Work, 36, 446-453.

Sullivan: Ch. 1 Feb. 8, 15 IV. Urban poverty
A. Welfare, parenting, and other frustrations
Sullivan: Ch. 2

Children & Poverty: Bradley et al, pp. 346-360
Chase-Lansdale et al, pp. 373-393
Hashima & Amato, pp. 394-403
McLoyd et al, pp. 562-589
Leadbetter & Bishop, pp. 638-648
Seitz & Apfel, pp. 667-683
* Duncan, G. et al. (1988). Welfare dependence within and
across generations. Science, 239, 467-471.
* Jackson, A. P. (1993). Black, single, working mothers in
poverty:... Social Work, 38(1), 26-34.
* Gelles, R. J. (1992). Poverty and violence toward
children. American Behavioral Scientist, 35, 258-274.

Mar. 1 B. Health

Children & Poverty: Seitz & Apfel, pp. 666-698

* Cohen, C. 1. (1993). Poverty and the course of
schizophrenia: Implications for research and policy.
Hospital and Community Psychiatry, 44, 951-958.

* Adler, N. E. et al. (1994). Socioeconomic status and
health. American Psychologist, 49, 15-24.

* Thomas, V. G. (1992, January). Poverty: A gateway to women’s
ill health. Paper presented at CUNY.

* Belle, D. (1990). Poverty and women’s mental health.
American Pscyhologist, 45, 385-389.

*Rosenbaum, S. (1992). Child health and poor children.
American Behavioral Scientist, 35, 275-289.

* McLeod, J. D., & Shanahan, M. J. (1993). Poverty,
parenting, and children’s mental health. American
Sociological Review, 58, 351-366.

Mar. 8 C. Education
Sullivan: Chs. 3, 4
Children & Poverty: Posner & Vandell, pp. 440-456
Caughy et al, pp. 457-471

Phillips et al, pp. 472-492
Connell et al, pp. 493-506
Seidman et al, pp. 507-22
Walker et al, pp. 606-621
Garner et al, pp. 622-637
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Dodge et al, pp. 649-665
Campbell & Ramey, pp. 684-698

Mar. 22 D. Crime and hustling
Sullivan: Chs. 5-11
Children & Poverty: Sampson & Laub, pp. 523-540
* Bourgois, P. (1989, Nov. 12). Just another night on crack
street. New York Times Magazine, pp. 53ff.

Mar. 29, Apr. 5,12 E. Homelessness

* Fischer, P. J. & Breakey, W. R. (1991). The
epidemiology of alcohol, drug, and mental disorders
among homeless persons. American Psychologist, 46,
1115-1128.

* Shinn, M., & Gillespie, C. (1994). The roles of housing and
poverty in the origins of homelessness.
American Behavioral Scientist, 37, 505-521.

* Marcos, L. R. (1991). Taking the mentally ill off the
streets. International Journal of Mental Health, 20(2), 7-
16.

* Breakey, W. R., & Fischer, P. J. (1990). Homelessness: The
extent of the problem. Journal of Social Issues, 46(4),
31-47.

* Wright, J. D. (1990). Poor people, poor health: The health
status of the homeless. Journal of Social Issues, 46(4),
49-64.

* Rossi, P. H. (1990). The old homeless and the new
homeless. American Psychologist, 45, 954-959.

* Milburn, H., & D’Ercole, A. (1991). Homeless women.
American Psychologist, 46, 1161-1169.

* Shinn, M. (1992). Homelessness: What is a psychologist to do?
1-24.

* Weitzman, B. C., Knickman, J. R., & Shinn, M. (1990). Pathways
to homelessness among New York City families. Journal
of Social Issues, 46 (4), 125-140.

*Rafferty, Y., & Shinn, M. (1991). The impact of
homelessness on children. American Psychologist, 46,
1170-1179.

* Shinn, M., Knickman, J. R., & Weitzman, B. C. (1991). Social
relationships and vulnerability to becoming homeless
among poor families. American Psychologist, 46, 1180-
1187.

* Goodman, L., Saxe, L., & Harvey, M. (1991).
Homelessness as psychological trauma. American
Psychologist, 46, 1219-1225.

* Foscarinis, M. (1991). The politics of homelessness.
American Psychologist, 46, 1232-1238.

* Masten, A. S. (1993). Children in homeless families:
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Risks to mental health and development. Journal of
Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 61, 335-343.
* Dail, P. W. (1990). The psychological context of
homeless mothers with young children: Program and
policy implications. Child Welfare, 69, 291-308.
*Liebow: Preface, Introduction, Chs.1-7, Appendices A, C-E

Apr. 19 MID-TERM DUE

V. Living in rural poverty

A. Migrant workers, small farmers, southern mountain dwellers

Children & Poverty: Conger et al, pp. 541-61

Brody et al, pp. 590-605

* Clinton, B. & Larner, M. (1988). Rural community
women... Journal of Primary Prevention, 9(1-2), 120-
129.

* Glasgow, N. (1993). Poverty among rural elders: Trends,
context, and directions for policy. Journal of Applied
Gerontology, 12, 302-319.

* Rowles, G. D. & Johansson, H. K. (1993). Persistent
elderly poverty in rural Appalachia. Journal of Applied
Gerontology, 12, 349-367.

* Greenlee, R., & Lantz, J. (1993). Family coping strategies and
the rural Appalachian working poor. Contemporary
Family Therapy, 15 (2), 121-137.

Apr. 26 B. Native Americans

* Crow Dog, Mary (1990). Lakota Woman (Chs. 1-5). NY: Grove
Weidenfeld.

* LaFramboise, T. D. (1988). American Indian mental
health policy. American Psychologist, 43, 388-397.

* Yates, A. (1987). Current status and future directions of
research on the American Indian child. American
Journal of Psychiatry, 144, 1135-1142.

* Hammond, O. W. (1988). Needs assessment...Native
Hawaiians... American Psychologist, 43, 383-387.

* Horejsi, C., Craig, B. H. R., Pablo, J. (1992). Reactions by Native
American parents to child protection agencies: Cultural
and community factors. Child Welfare, 71, 329-342.

May 3 VI. Solutions: Is there a role for psychology?
* Reid, P. T. (1993). Poor women in psychological
research: Shut up and shut out. Psychology of Women
Quarterly, 17, 133-150.
* Takanishi, R. & DelLeon, P. H. (1994). A head start for the 21*
century. American Psychologist, 49, 120-122.
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* Zigler, E. & Styfco, S. J. (1994). Head start: Criticisms in a
constructive context. American Psychologist, 49, 127-
132.

* Piotrkowski, C. S., Collins, R. C., Knitzer, J., &
Robinson, R. (1994). Strengthening mental health
services in Head Start: A challenge for the 1990s.
American Psychologist, 49, 133-139.

* Albee, G. W. & Gullotta, T. P. (1986). Facts and fallacies about
primary prevention. Journal of Primary Prevention, 6
(4), 207-218.

* Yoshikawa, H. (1994). Prevention as cumulative
protection:... Psychological Bulletin, 115, 28-54.

* Levine, I. S. & Rog, D. J. (1990). Mental health services for
homeless mentally ill. American Psychologist, 45, 693-
968.

* Kiesler, C. A. (1991). Homelessness and public policy priorities.
American Psychologist, 46, 1245-1252.

* Lott, B. (in press). Global connections: The significance of
women'’s poverty. In J. C. Chrisler, C. Golden, & P. Rozee
(Eds.). Lectures on the psychology of women. NY:
McGraw Hill.

Finals Day ORAL REPORTS
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