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Series Foreword

Qualitative approaches have become accepted and indeed embraced as
empirical methods within the social sciences, as scholars have realized that
many of the phenomena in which we are interested are complex and require
deep inner reflection and equally penetrating examination. Quantitative
approaches often cannot capture such phenomena well through their stan-
dard methods (e.g., self-report measures), so qualitative designs using inter-
views and other in-depth data-gathering procedures offer exciting, nimble,
and useful research approaches.

Indeed, the number and variety of qualitative approaches that have been
developed is remarkable. We remember Bill Stiles saying (quoting Chairman
Mao) at one meeting about methods, “Let a hundred flowers bloom,” indicat-
ing that there are many appropriate methods for addressing research ques-
tions. In this series, we celebrate this diversity (hence, the cover design of
flowers).

The question for many of us, though, has been how to decide among
approaches and how to learn the different methods. Many prior descriptions
of the various qualitative methods have not provided clear descriptions
of the methods, making it difficult for novice researchers to learn how to
use them. Thus, those interested in learning about and pursuing qualitative
research need crisp and thorough descriptions of these approaches, with lots
of examples to illustrate the method so that readers can grasp how to actually
use the methods.
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viii ¢ Series Foreword

The purpose of this series of books, then, is to present a range of different
qualitative approaches that seemed most exciting and illustrative of the range
of methods appropriate for social science research. We asked leading experts
in qualitative methods to contribute to the series, and we were delighted that
they accepted our invitation. Through this series, readers have the oppor-
tunity to learn qualitative research methods from those who developed the
methods and/or who have been using them successfully for years.

We asked the authors of each book to provide context for the method,
including a rationale, situating the method within the qualitative tradition,
describing the method’s philosophical and epistemological background, and
noting the key features of the method. We then asked them to describe in
detail the steps of the method, including the research team, sampling, biases
and expectations, data collection, data analysis, and variations on the method.
We also asked authors to provide tips for the research process and for writing
a manuscript emerging from a study that used the method. Finally, we asked
authors to reflect on the methodological integrity of the approach, along with
the benefits and limitations of the particular method.

This series of books can be used in several different ways. Instructors
teaching courses in qualitative research could use the whole series, presenting
one method at a time to expose students to a range of qualitative methods.
Alternatively, instructors could choose to focus on just a few approaches,
as depicted in specific books, supplementing the books with examples from
studies that have been published using the approaches, and providing experi-
ential exercises to help students get started using the approaches.

In this book, Heidi M. Levitt presents grounded theory (GT) from
a critical-constructivist perspective. GT is one of the earliest formalized
qualitative methods (Glaser & Strauss, 1967), and is quite popular among
researchers in the social sciences. Levitt presents GT as a flexible method that
can be adapted to a study’s particular emphases and characteristics. She uses
examples from her own extensive research experience to demonstrate the
main tenets of GT (i.e., constant comparison, development of a hierarchy,
theoretical sampling, saturation, and memoing) and to support GT’s method-
ological integrity. Levitt astutely describes both the benefits and limitations of
the method and offers a useful timeline to help those considering a GT project
anticipate the tempo and demands of such research.

—~Clara E. Hill and Sarah Knox





