
EX H I B IT 2. I . Commonly Cited Risk Factors 

Individual 

• Early and persistent use of aggression

• Early arrest

• Positive attitudes about antisocial behavior or substance use

• Exposure to violence

• History of trauma, abuse, or neglect

• Victim of discrimination

• Early sexual involvement or teen parenthood

• Excessive pressures to excel

• Psychiatric disorder (attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder,

depression)

Family and/or Parent 

• Parent or family history of psychiatric disorder, substance use disorder,

or criminality

• Overly permissive or overly punitive discipline

• Poor supervision

• Harsh, rejecting parenting

• Abuse or neglect

• Chaotic or violent family

• Antisocial siblings

• Poverty, unemployment, or frequent moves

School 

• Lack of school bonding or low academic engagement

• High-achieving school environment

• Poor relationships with teachers

• Learning problems or low academic achievement

• Frequent absences

• Suspension, expulsion, or dropping out

• Unsafe, unsupportive school climate

• Frequent school changes

Peers 

• Rejected, isolated, or bullied by peers

• Associates with deviant peers

• Gang involvement or gang membership

Community 

• Neighborhood marked by crime, drugs, and violence

• Access to alcohol, tobacco, and drugs

• Access to firearms

• Fragmented or disorganized community

• Economically disadvantaged neighborhood


