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Chapter 4
Learner Log Prompts
[bookmark: _heading=h.nkg0q417v7ho]Students will need to complete 10 learner log entries throughout the semester (see due dates below). The prompts for each entry appear below, and each entry is worth 5 points. Responses for each entry should be approximately one page in length. Grades will be based on the following:
· Completeness: Make sure all questions in each entry prompt have been addressed.
· Insight and reflectiveness: Make sure your responses are thoughtful and reflective. Your responses should be thorough and provide examples and content to help support your ideas. 
· Writing quality: Make sure your entries are well-written, grammatically correct, and easy to read so that your ideas and meaning are clear. 
Entry 1 (due Tuesday, January 16th)
Why is it important to learn the material in this course? Why might a college require this course? How does success in this course relate to your career goals? How does it relate to success in future courses? What do you want to be able to do by the end of this course? Most importantly, you are an individual with a very distinct set of learning skills. How can these skills help or hinder you in achieving your goals for the course? 
Entry 2 (due Tuesday, January 23rd)
As you know already, you are in a “flipped” class. A rough way to describe such a class is that the initial learning of course material occurs at home, and classwork allows for deeper, more applied learning. What advantages and disadvantages do you see to having the professor and your fellow students available during the time devoted to the more advanced concepts, problems, and applications? In what ways will the flipped class be both harder and easier than a more traditional course? 
Entry 3 (due Tuesday, January 30th)
How are you taking advantage of the at-home readings, videos, or preclass work? Are you pausing and reviewing? Using a note-taking system? Writing down questions in the margins or in your notes? Summarizing the content? Self-testing? Reviewing your notes before class? In what ways can you make the at-home portion of class more interactive? Also, this work requires you to develop time management skills. How is that going for you right now? If it is not going well, then what can you do to better budget your time?
Entry 4 (due Tuesday, February 6th)
We will have our first exam in one week. Fill out the Study Game Plan and turn it in for your fifth entry.
Entry 5 (due Tuesday, February 22nd)
By now you have the results of your first exam. How did your study game plan work for you? What, if anything, would you change for the next exam? Were you faithful to the game plan? Did you learn anything about your own learning preferences or what works best for you? Finally, reflect on your study strategy in light of the following quote: “In college, the bulk of the learning should take place outside the classroom.”
Entry 6 (due Thursday, March 1st)
How are you taking advantage of the in-class component of flipped learning? Are you arriving prepared? Asking questions of your professor and peers? Participating fully in group activities? If not, what has kept you from doing so, and how might you change this? How do our in-class activities relate to the at-home assignments? Have you taken advantage of the opportunity to teach any of your classmates? If so, did you feel more in command of the course concepts after you did so?
Entry 7 (due Thursday, March 15th)
We will have our second exam in one week. Fill out the Study Game Plan and turn it in for your 7th entry.
Entry 8 (due Thursday, April 5th)
By now you have the results of your second exam. How did your study game plan work for you? What, if anything, would you change for the next exam? Were you faithful to the game plan? Did you learn anything about your own learning preferences, or what works best for you? Finally, again reflect on your study strategy in light of the following quote: “In college, the bulk of the learning should take place outside the classroom.”
Entry 9 (due Thursday, April 12th)
Now that you’ve had experience in a flipped class, how would you compare your learning in this class to the acquisition of other types of skills you have acquired (such as learning a sport, musical instrument, to drive, etc.)? Perform this thought experiment: If you hadn’t needed to demonstrate your skills daily in class, would you have been as prepared at test-time? Also, take a moment to ponder Krathwohl’s (2002) revised version of Bloom’s cognitive taxonomy. Your homework built a foundation in Remembering and Understanding. As specifically as you can, describe how classwork developed the upper levels of this revised taxonomy, such as Evaluating and Creating.
Entry 10 (due Tuesday, April 24th)
For your last entry, reflect back upon your very first learner log entry. What have you learned about your own learning in the flipped classroom? How could you use your awareness of your learning skills in future courses? Since learning isn’t merely an academic skill, how could you use this awareness in a career or hobby? Consider the following statement: Learning skills are just as important as course content in a college education. Agree or disagree? Why?
