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“Treating” Homosexuality: Then and Now

Directions: Assign students to learn about how Alan Turing’s homosexuality resulted in his 
arrest, conviction, and court-appointed treatment with a mental health provider (MHP) and 
hormone treatment for his homosexuality. Students can watch the movie The Imitation Game 
and use two to three additional resources, such as Alan Turing biographies by Szasz (2009) and 
Hodges (2014) and the movie The Imitation Game. Have students either hold an in-class debate 
or write individual papers focusing on similarities and differences between mental health services 
today and in Alan Turing’s time period.
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