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The Something Happened books present 
and explain sensitive and important 
events happening in communities 
across the United States and around the 
world. Told in clear, compelling stories, 
the books come with the authority 
of psychological expertise from the 
American Psychological Association.

Read more Something Happened books:

Som
ething Happened to Our Planet

Celano &
 Collins ∙ Madanasinghe

NEW YORK 
TIMES

BESTSELLING 
AUTHORS

$oin the �arth *atro�<
When a girl fi nds out that humans are 
making the air and oceans warmer, she 
bands together with her classmates to 
fi gure out what they can do to help the 
planet. Armed with information about 
the negative effects of pollution on the 
natural world, and how plastic we throw 
away ends up in the ocean, they use 
advice from parents and their teacher 
to make small changes that have a big 
impact. From planting trees to looking 
for things to reuse at their school, the 
Earth Patrol kids are on the case. 

This informative yet entertaining book 
will inspire kids to make a difference in 
their own schools and their communities 
and help them think big about issues 
that will affect their future. 

Marianne Celano, PhD, ABPP, and 
Marietta Collins, PhD, are the New 
York Times bestselling co-authors 
(with Ann Hazzard, PhD, ABPP) of 
Something Happened in Our Town. 
Dr. Celano and Dr. Collins worked 
together for over two decades as 
Emory University School of Medicine 
faculty members, serving children and 
families in Atlanta. Both psychologists 
have been involved in community 
advocacy efforts focused on children’s 
behavioral health and social justice. Dr. 
Celano continues as a faculty member 
at Emory, and Dr. Collins is now a 
faculty member at Morehouse School 
of Medicine, providing psychological 
services to underserved adults, youth, 
and families.

Bhagya Madanasinghe is an 
illustrator and architect from Sri Lanka. 
She graduated from University of 
Moratuwa. 

    Visit @DoodlesMoving on Twitter and 
@Moving_Doodles on Instagram.

Magination Press is the children’s 
book imprint of the American 
Psychological Association. It’s the 
combined power of psychology and 
literature that makes a Magination 
Press book special. 

    Visit maginationpress.org and 
@MaginationPress on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest.

Includes a Reader’s Note with more 
information about the impact of climate 
change, child-friendly defi nitions, sample 
dialogues, and guidance for discussing 
climate change with children.
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For Earth Patrols everywhere, with hope for a sustainable future—MC & MC

For all the children who are dedicated to saving the Earth—BM

Text copyright © 2023 by Marianne Celano and Marietta Collins. Illustrations copyright © 2023 by Bhagya 
Madanasinghe. All rights reserved. Except as permitted under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this 
publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher. 

Magination Press is a registered trademark of the American Psychological Association. Order books at 
maginationpress.org, or call 1-800-374-2721.  

Book design by Rachel Ross 

Printed by Lake Book Manufacturing Inc., Melrose Park, IL

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Names: Celano, Marianne, author. | Collins, Marietta, author. | Madanasinghe, Bhagya, illustrator.  
Title: Something happened to our planet: kids tackle the climate crisis/by Marianne Celano & Marietta Collins; 
illustrated by Bhagya Madanasinghe.  
Description: Washington, DC: Magination Press, [2023] | Summary: Concerned for our planet, a young child and her 
friends band together as the Earth Patrol and advocate for re-usable trays at their school.  
Identi�ers: LCCN 2022035375 (print) | LCCN 2022035376 (ebook) | ISBN 9781433840722 (hardcover) | ISBN 
9781433840739 (ebook)  
Subjects: CYAC: Waste minimization—Fiction. | Global warming—Fiction. | Schools—Fiction. 
Classi�cation: LCC PZ7.1.H3973 Ss 2023 (print) | LCC PZ7.1.H3973 (ebook) | DDC [E]—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022035375
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022035376

Manufactured in the United States of America 

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1 

I’m worried something bad is happening to our planet.

Lake Book Manufacturing, Inc. uses vegetable-based inks without 
any petroleum derived ink solvents and contain a minimum 

of 60% bio-derived, renewable, and sustainable 
materials. They maintain a small quantity 

generator status with the EPA.
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Dad says the air and oceans are getting warmer, and that’s why 
storms and Âres are worse now than they were before.

Mom says these changes won’t hurt us now, but a warmer planet 
will make life harder in the future, when I’m as old as Grandma.  

Grandma says humans hurt the planet, and humans can Âx it. 

But I’m just one human.



“The planet is so big, and I’m small. What can I do?” 

“Ants are smaller than you,” said 
my little brother Kameron.  

“A colony of ants can move a mountain of dirt,” 
said Dad. “And they help the plants grow.” 

“How?” I asked.

“The colony makes a deep nest in the ground, 
led by the queen ant,” said Dad. 

“The ants turn the soil, which helps 
water and food to reach the plants.” 




