
Quiet asMud
by Jane Yolen

illustrated by
Nicole Wong

Quiet as Mud

8415387814339

ISBN 9781433841538
51899 >

U.S. $18.99

maginationpress.org

  uiet as M
ud

Yolen • W
ong  





Quiet as Mud
by Jane Yolen

illustrated by Nicole Wong

 

Magination Press ● Washington, DC  

American Psychological Association 



Copyright © 2024 by Jane Yolen. Illustrations copyright © 2024 by Nicole Wong. All rights reserved.  Except as permitted 
under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or 

by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the publisher. 

Magination Press is a registered trademark of the American Psychological Association. 
Order books at maginationpress.org, or call 1-800-374-2721. 

Book design by Christina Gaugler 
Printed by Phoenix Color, Hagerstown, MD

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data  
Names: Yolen, Jane, author. | Wong, Nicole (Nicole E.), illustrator.  
Title: Quiet as mud / by Jane Yolen; illustrated by Nicole Wong.  

Description: Washington, DC : Magination Press, [2024] | “American Psychological Association.” | Summary: “Quiet as Mud is 
a sweet poem about being introvert in a big loud world”— Provided by publisher.  

Identifiers: LCCN 2023019320 (print) | LCCN 2023019321 (ebook) | ISBN 9781433841538 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781433841545 
(ebook)  

Subjects: LCSH: Children’s poetry, American. | Quietude—Juvenile poetry. | CYAC: Quietude—Poetry. | American poetry. | 
LCGFT: Poetry. | Picture books.  

Classification: LCC PS3575.O43 Q54 2024  (print) | LCC PS3575.O43  (ebook)  | DDC 811/.54—dc23/eng/20230613 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023019320 | LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023019321

Manufactured in the United States of America 
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1 

“Here, perhaps, is the stage of rhyme and reason . . .

‘Big as the whole world,’ 
‘Deep as a giant,’ 

‘Quiet as electricity rushing about the world,’ 
‘Quiet as mud.’ 

All these are five-year-old similes.  
Let the grown-up writer for children  

equal or better them if he can.” 
—Margaret Wise Brown

For Kristine and her son—JY

For I.A.U.—NW

Quiet As Mud is inspired by a quote from Margaret Wise Brown 
in The Radical Woman Behind “Goodnight Moon”, an article in 
The New Yorker by Anna Holmes, published January 31, 2022.



My little sister says I’m quiet as the stars.



Mama says I’m silent as a stone.



My big brother says I whisper like the forest.



But I’m quiet as mud when I’m alone.




