CA

and the @ y
Search . # 7%
for V0|ce




CAROL GILLIGAN

and the Search
for Voice



For Jaron and Lucy, whose voices of wit and wisdom add
a little more harmony to the world—BC

"To my parents and brother, who always encouraged and
helped me to find my own voice—SG

w 1natio

Books for Kids From the
American Psychological Association

Copyright © 2025 by Bill Cole. Illustrations copyright © 2025 by Sarah Green. Pub-

lished in 2025 by Magination Press, an imprint of the American Psychological Asso-

ciation. All rights reserved. Except as permitted under the United States Copyright
Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any
form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior
written permission of the publisher.

Magination Press is a registered trademark of the American Psychological Associa-

tion. Order books at maginationpress.org or call 1-800-374-2721.

Book design by Christina Gaugler
Printed by LakeBook Manufacturing, LLC, Melrose Park, IL

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Cole, Bill (Psychologist), author. | Green, Sarah, illustrator.

Title: Carol Gilligan and the search for voice / by Bill Cole ; illustrated by Sarah
Green.

Description: Washington, DC : Magination Press, 2024. | Includes bibliographical
references. | Summary: "A biography of the life and work of groundbreaking devel-
opmental psychologist Carol Gilligan, who has devoted her life to the discovering,
uncovering, and recovering of voices underrepresented people, as well as recon-
ceptualizing traditionally held views on moral and identity development in young
people"- Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2023046319 (print) | LCCN 2023046320 (ebook) | ISBN
9781433843532 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781433843549 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Gilligan, Carol, 1936—Juvenile literature. | Psychologists—United
States—Biography—Juvenile literature. | Developmental psychology—Juvenile liter-
ature. | Moral development—Juvenile literature.

Classification: LCC BF109.G55 C65 2024 (print) | LCC BF109.G55 (ebook) | DDC
150.19/5092 [B]-dc23/eng/20231218

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023046319

LC ebook record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2023046320Manufactured in the
United States of America

10987654321

CAROL GILLIGAN

and the Search
for Voice

By Bill Cole
lllustrated by Sarah Green

Magination Press « Washington, DC
American Psychological Association



[p. 6: Chapter opening art

INTRODUCTION

What does the word “voice” mean? When most
of us think of that word we probably think of the
sounds we make when we speak. But there is also a
deeper meaning to the word voice. It has to do with
the way we use it when we speak—think of phrases
like “having a say” and “speaking your mind.” And
how we use our voice—or how we don't—makes an
enormous difference. The word “voice” can almost be
used synonymously with the word “self.”

Carol Gilligan is a world-renowned psychologist
who has dedicated her life to the questions of how
we learn to use our voices, how sometimes we learn
not to use them, and how sometimes we learn to use
voices that are not truly our own. She has gone on a
life-long journey to help discover, uncover, and recover
unheard voices. Through decades of research listening

to people, she has sought “the story underneath the
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INTRODUCTION

story,” as she has often said. And what she found has
led to an increased understanding of a range of voices
in professional fields as diverse as psychology, law, busi-
ness, nursing, educational leadership, ethics, and gender
studies—voices that had been previously ignored. Many
transformative moments in our culture since the early
2000s, including the #MeToo movement, heightened
awareness of LGBTQ+ rights, Smash the Patriarchy
as a viral social media meme, and social-emotional
learning initiatives in our schools have roots that can
be traced back to ideas Carol has been talking about
since the 1970s.

Carol Gilligan came of age on the heels of first-wave
teminism, which was the beginning of the modern
feminism movement. It started in the mid-1800s and
lasted until the mid-1900s, and focused on fights like
the right for women to own their own property and
to be allowed to vote. The 19th amendment to the
US constitution, in 1920, granted voting rights to
women and was perhaps the biggest success of first-
wave feminism. Susan B. Anthony, Lucy Stone, and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were galvanizing forces in
these excruciatingly long and hard-fought efforts.

Second-wave feminism was the women’s rights
movement that took root between the 1960s and 1980s,
led by influential figures like Betty Friedan, Kate Millet,
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and Gloria Steinem. They y “A life h istory
focused on issues ranging

, 7/ cannof be
from workplace equity and %
fair pay for women, to Title separated from
IX laws providing girls and histo ry itself.”

women equal opportunities
in educational settings, to women’s reproductive rights.
'The movement gradually expanded to be more inclusive
and address the needs and concerns of a greater diversity
of women, driven by the activism of Angela Davis,
Audre Lorde, and Kimberlé Crenshaw. Carol Gilligan’s
research and ideas would provide key touchstones for
many of the priorities of this second-wave movement.
One of Carol’s mentors, the famous psychologist
Erik Erikson, often stressed that “A life history cannot
be separated from history itself.” In other words, in
order to understand a person, you have to understand
the time and place of the world they were living in.
Like how a person’s work is influenced by their life
experiences; nothing happens in a vacuum. This was a
driving belief of Carol’s as she explored people’s voices:
how they were used, not used, and even silenced. And
it is true of Carol herself, too; when looking at the path
of Carol Gilligan’s work, you can find a similar path
in her life. These parallel paths tell her story and “the

story under the story.” It is a story of voice.
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