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Dave the walrus adores disco:
the music, the outfits, and especially the dance moves!  
But when he tries to dance, catastrophe ensues!  

Can Dave find the funk in his own special way?

Dave the walrus adores
disco! The booming bass
drums and blasting brass
horns. The glittery globes and
shiny shirts. And especially the
dances! But when he hits the
dance floor…catastrophe! His
flipper snags on a rug, or his
tusks catch the tablecloth, or…
worse! His friends wonder if
maybe disco just isn’t Dave’s
bag. But he refuses to let
disco die! He may not be a
great dancer (yet), but he
can find the funk in his own
special way.

Includes a Reader’s Note for
adults by Silvi Guerra, PsyD, with
more information on encouraging
children who may feel frustrated
when they don’t succeed.

Jody Jensen Shaffer is an
award-winning poet and the
author of more than 70 books
of fiction and nonfiction for
children, including Porcupine
Had a Fuzzy Sweater. She lives
in Liberty, Missouri. Visit her
@jodywrites4kids on X, and
BlueSky.

Yana Kozak is a Ukrainian
children’s book illustrator living in
France. She loves to create funny,
emotional characters who are
exploring the world.

The American Psychological
Association works to advance
psychology as a science and
profession, as a means to improve
health and human welfare. APA
publishes books for young readers
under its imprint, Magination
Press. It’s the combined power
of psychology and literature
that helps kids navigate life’s
challenges more easily. Visit
maginationpress.org and
@MaginationPress on Facebook,
X, Instagram, and Pinterest.
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For Sue and Ann, critiquing queens—JJS

For my daughter Sofia, who follows her heart—YK
Dave adored disco.

The booming bass drums 
and blasting brass horns.

The glittery globes  
and shiny shirts. 

And especially 
the dances!
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He loved The Bump.

“Far out!” 
said Dave.	
			 
			 
	

The Funky Chicken.

Even The Robot!



But when Dave actually hit the dance floor…		
		

“Maybe I’m not quite ready to bust a move,” 
Dave admitted. “But I will be!” 



          He found the number for  
    Danielle’s School of Dance  
and enrolled in lessons. 

pushed it on  
The Lawnmower,

Dave lined up for The Bus Stop, 		
	

and slid into  
The Electric Slide. 

“Outta sight!” said Dave. 	




