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Every Black mother wishes the 

world could see her son as she 

sees him. All too soon, it seems 

to forget the innocent child she 

has known and loved.

To prepare him before he takes 

on the world, this heartfelt 

picture book shares a mother’s 

wisdom, which she hopes her 

child carries with him always. 

To embrace the world when it is 

kind; to know that he is worthy 

when it is not. And that her love 

will never waver.

Includes a Reader’s Note from 

the author that discusses 

starting all-too-necessary 

conversations.
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Will the world keep its smile  

   and say you’re worthy,  

       as a boy,  

               as a teen,  

                       as a man? 
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A HOPE FOR  
 BLACK SONS



To God; Mom; Randy; Christopher; Emmanuel; Dr. Shannon 
Cooper; Dr. Rose Borunda; my super agent, Deborah Warren at 
East West Literary; my super editor, Kristin; and Kristine—KAGB

For Kasai and Taylor—DW
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A HOPE FOR 
BLACK SONS



I loved you and named you  
before I knew you.

I loved you and sang to you,  
as soon as I met you.



I loved you when you toddled and ran and grew.

My love will follow you forever.



but what can I say of the world?

I’ll love you and protect you always, my child,  


