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For Will and his cousins, summer 

is the best time of year when they 

get to visit their grandparents’ 

house outside the city. But that fall, 

a heartbreaking tragedy changes 

everything. 

Daddy assures Will it’s okay to 

feel sad and scared following the 

death of his cousin. Mama walks 

Will through what will happen at 

the celebration of life ceremony. 

But it’s the speaker’s words at the 

ceremony that stay with Will: Love 

lives on. 

Gently told and illustrated, this 

all-too relevant story provides space 

for children to process their feelings 

of grief and anxiety following the 

experience of losing a loved one.

Includes a Note to Adult Readers by 
the author with more information 
on supporting a child and yourself 
in a time of grief.8495417814339

 

ISBN 9781433849541
51999 >

Love Lives On
W

ILLIA
M

SO
N

 • LATESE

Following a family tragedy, Will leans on 

his loved ones for support.  
Dorena Williamson is the author 

of nine children’s books. She and 

her husband are the parents of 

four and love their newest role as 

grandparents. She lives in Symna, TN. 

Visit dorenawilliamson.com and  

@dorenawilliamson on Instagram.

Ana Latese is inspired by vibrant 

colors and Black joy. Her passion 

is to illustrate worlds where Black 

and Brown children are seen, heard, 

valued, and validated. She lives in 

Raleigh, NC. Visit analatese.com and 

@anacandraw on Instagram.

The American Psychological 

Association works to advance 

psychology as a science and 

profession, as a means to improve 

health and human welfare. APA 

publishes books for young readers 

under its imprint, Magination 

Press. It’s the combined power of 

psychology and literature that helps 

kids navigate life’s challenges more 

easily. Visit maginationpress.org and 

@MaginationPress on Facebook, 

Instagram, X, and Pinterest.

maginationpress.org

 Love  
lives on.
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Finding Hope and Healing  
After the Loss of a Loved One



For as long as Will could remember, summer 
had been his favorite time of year.

Summertime meant Cousin Camp. 

That’s when he; his brother, Graham; and their cousins, Cat and 
Connor, would spend time at their grandparents’ house in the country.  

They baked Grammie’s biscuits and Papa’s favorite blueberry-peach 
cobbler. Making a mess sure tasted good!



They ran through the sprinkler on the lawn 
and cooled off with ice cream on the porch.

They held a dance party inside when it got too hot.

“Look at me, Papa,” said Will.

“Get your groove on,” Papa said with a laugh, moving to the music.

Will and Cat picked berries in the garden 
for snacking and for the cobbler.



         “I spy a monarch.” Grammie pointed  
     out plants and animals on their adventure walks,  
and the cousins loved creating art of their favorite creatures.

Grammie would often say, “Good times  
make great memories.”

  When it was time to go, Will, Graham,  
Cat, and Connor talked about their  
favorite memories from Cousin Camp 
                      all the way home.


