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This inspiring graphic novel tells the story of 
groundbreaking psychologist and civil rights activist 
Mamie Phipps Clark and her research in the racial 
identity and development of self in Black children, 
the work that ultimately played a vital role in the 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education case.

With interesting news stories and thought-
provoking activities, this book encourages readers 
to carry on Dr. Clark's legacy and champion for 
themselves and others in their community.

Written by Lynnette Mawhinney, PhD, Dr. Clark's 
groudbreaking work is captured like never before.

Part of the American Psychological Association's
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With all my love to Gabrielle and 

Enoch, may this book give you hope 

as we strive to be a better world for 

Black children to grow up in. You  

are both my Black joy!—LM

X

Text copyright © 2024 by Lynnette Mawhinney. Illustrations copyright © 2024 by Neil Evans. All rights reserved.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Dear Reader • 8

CHAPTER 1: Growing Up in Jim Crow South 11
Did You Know: The Lynching of Gilbert Harris • 25

Try This: Use Your Voice, Create a Protest Sign • 27

CHAPTER 2: From a One-Room School House  
to Howard University 29
Did You Know: There Used to Be Many Black Teachers • 35

Try This: School History Fact-Find • 37

CHAPTER 3: Early Research at Howard University 39
Try This: Dr. Mamie Phipps Clark’s Research • 58

CHAPTER 4: Black Doll/White Doll Experiment 63
Did You Know: The Second Shift • 77

CHAPTER 5: Research and School Desegregation 79
Did You Know: Hedgepeth-Williams Case • 93

Try This: Identity and Self-Love Journey • 96 

Did You Know: Black is Beautiful Movement • 97

Try This: Picturing Black Joy • 99

CHAPTER 6: Northside Center for Child 
Development 101
Did You Know: Little Rock Nine• 105

Try This: Explore Your Community’s Needs • 107

How to be a Champion by Dr. Kira Baker-Doyle • 108
Timeline • 112
Bibliography • 119
Glossary: Key Terms, People, Civil Rights Cases, and 

Organizations • 125
About the Author and Illustrator • 128

6 7Text copyright © 2024 by Lynnette Mawhinney. Illustrations copyright © 2024 by Neil Evans. All rights reserved.



DEAR READER
This is the story about one remarkable woman, Dr. Mamie Phipps 
Clark. She was a woman of many �rsts and changed many lives 
in the United States. You will read about Dr. Clark and hear about 
her childhood, her research studies that exposed the negative 
e�ects of racial segregation on children and helped desegregate 
schools in the U.S., the Northside Center that she founded to 
support children with special needs in Harlem, and importantly, 
her legacy of activism and advocacy work that continues today. 

Dr. Clark’s time growing up in the U.S. South was supported 
by a warm and nurturing Black community, but there was one 
hard, pivotal moment that changed everything for her.  You will 
see in this story how that event impacted her life and work, how 
she thought about herself and others, how this in�uenced her 
research and pursuit of answers, and how all that created an 
unstoppable force in her to be a champion for Black children.

During Dr. Clark’s time, life was di�erent for Black people, 
but it was also di�erent for women. Oftentimes, women would 
work outside the home until they had children, and then careers 
were put on the back burner. Dr. Clark had to work extra hard 
to balance work and home life. And on top of all that, she was 
often not given credit for her work and e�orts. It is my hope 
that this book will bring her hard work and in�uence to light 
instead of letting it be forgotten or never mentioned.

At the end of each chapter, I’ll challenge you with a bit of extra 
information called Did You Know, so you can go a little deeper 
into her story.  Then you’ll have a chance to apply what you’ve 
learned in the Try This so you too can champion for yourself and 
others in your community.

Just a heads up as we are on the journey together—if you come 
across a phrase that you don’t know or remember, please look at 
the glossary in the back of the book. Since we are going back in 
time, there are some words like Colored or Negro that are seen as 
disrespectful and hurtful today but were once commonly used 
to describe Black people by themselves and others. Language 
is �uid and words referring to people have evolved over time to 
be more considerate, fair, and appreciative.  Words used during 
Dr. Clark’s lifetime are included here for historical accuracy, 
even though we do not use them today.  

I am pleased to tell you about Dr. Mamie Phipps Clark’s life 
and legacy. She was a great advocate for children and is a true 
inspiration.I hope you’ll feel her spirit as you read through this 
book.

—Dr. Lynnette Mawhinney
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CHAPTER ONE

Growing Up in 
Jim Crow South

Not too long ago, there was a time in the United States 
when laws intentionally held back Black people and 
legalized racial segregation. Black people and White 
people couldn’t live in the same areas of town or go to 
school together. Everything was completely separate, 
and Black people would get in trouble if they went into 
any spaces reserved for White people. These laws and 
unspoken rules were referred to as Jim Crow laws.

Mamie grew up during this time,  
born in Hot Springs, Arkansas, on 
October 18, 1917 to Dr. Harold Phipps 
and Mrs. Kate Phipps.
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Hey 
Daddy!

It was a  
good day, but long. 
I saw a number of 

patients. 

 Evening  
Daddy!

Hello   
Mamie, Harold! 

Hey, honey!

Hey,  
Harold, it’s  

my turn!

Okay, you  
go then. Stack  

the block.

Katie, honey, 
pass me that 
newspaper.

Here you go. 
 How was work  

today?

Hey,  
Daddy. How’d 
you know you 
wanted to be  

a doctor? 

That’s a  
good question,  

my dear.

I came to this country 
from St. Kitts to uplift 
and support our Black 

community. 

Helping others  
Îlls me with purpose, 

baby girl.

Betty Jones  
says hello.

I wanted  
to help make  

a diÓerence in  
Black peoples’ 

lives.
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