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From day one I knew there was 
something different about me.

Cael sets out to find out who he is—something he wants to
know more than anything. With the help of a trusted teacher, 
a new friend, and his favorite book, he discovers what he
knew all along.

Inside you’ll find three stories braided into one: a coming-
of-age coming out story, a lesson on civil rights and 
marriage equality, and historical fiction about a gay man in 
the military. And you’ll read about how Cael comes out as
gay, comfortable with who he is and confident that it’s okay. 

Sandra Levins lives in Burlington, Iowa with her husband, Jim. Their 
diverse family includes their five sons, their sons’ partners, and six 
adorable grandchildren. A natural-born storyteller, Sandy is also the 
author of the Magination Press books Eli’s Lie-O-Meter, Bumblebee Bike, 
Was It the Chocolate Pudding? and Do You Sing Twinkle? 

Euan Cook is an illustrator living and working in London, where he 
enjoys watching scruffy foxes and a variety of birds frequent his garden.  
Although he has drawn for books and magazines published around the 
world, this is his first full-length graphic novel.
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From Day One  
I knew there  

was something  
different about me.

I’M LISTENING.
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HEY CAEL! 
COME ON!

YOU BE THE 
CAPTAIN.

YEAH! COME ON, 
CAEL! LET’S PLAY.

Ahoy, Mateys! 
Hoist the  
sails! Weigh  
anchor!

Aye, aye, 
Captain!

Hold on tight. 
There’s a 

storm comin’!

Aww! We just 
got started.

Hall buddies! Pair up!

Let’s play again 
tomorrow. This 

is fun!
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That was fun. You make a 
good captain, Cael.

Yeah.

okay.

Girls were fun and  
I liked to play with 
them at recess, but  
I thought Riggen  
was cute. I wanted  
to be his hall buddy.

That was fun,  
Riggen. You can  
be the captain 
next time.
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Bus kids to the right. Others 
to the left. Remember your 

take-home folders.

Riggen rode my bus. I figured if I could 
catch up with him, we could sit together.

Made it!
Uh. Hi Cael.  

You in a hurry?

Nah. I just  
thought we could  

sit together.
Well,  
okay.
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Whoa! What the . . . ?

Sorry!

What are you,  
gay or somethin’?!

No, I… it was 
an accident!

Well,  
okay.
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Weirdo.

What was  
that about?

Don’t know.

Somethin’ about somebody  
being gay.

Whatever.
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I tried to act natural. I hoisted my 
book bag and climbed onto the bus.

(Quietly) Ya know,  
Kid, it’s okay to be gay. 

Or not. Either way,  
it’s okay.

I was confused. I 
didn’t know what THE 
bus driver was talking 
about. I felt like  
some kind of freak.

EitherWay.indd   15 7/27/16   11:47 AM

SAMPLE PAGES - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION 
© American Psychological Association



Published by the American Psychological Association
www.apa.org/pubs/magination

Levins                                                                  E
ither W

ay                                                                  M
ag

inatio
n P

ress     

From day one I knew there was  
something different about me.

Cael sets out to find out who he is—something he wants to 
know more than anything. With the help of a trusted teacher, 
a new friend, and his favorite book, he discovers what he 
knew all along.

Inside you’ll find three stories braided into one: a coming-
of-age coming out story, a lesson on civil rights and 
marriage equality, and historical fiction about a gay man in 
the military. And you’ll read about how Cael comes out as 
gay, comfortable with who he is and confident that it’s okay. 

Sandra Levins lives in Burlington, Iowa with her husband, Jim. Their 
diverse family includes their five sons, their sons’ partners, and six 
adorable grandchildren. A natural-born storyteller, Sandy is also the 
author of the Magination Press books Eli’s Lie-O-Meter, Bumblebee Bike, 
Was It the Chocolate Pudding? and Do You Sing Twinkle? 

Euan Cook is an illustrator living and working in London, where he 
enjoys watching scruffy foxes and a variety of birds frequent his garden.  
Although he has drawn for books and magazines published around the 
world, this is his first full-length graphic novel.
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