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Joey kept thinking the zame unpleasant thing over and over.
He thought of it at night. He thought of it in school.
He even thought of it while eating ice cream at the park!

Fimally, he thought: juse ask Mom!

Bur could he? Could he ask her thar guestion?

If he asked Mom. what would she say?

The more he thoughe about it, the more he felt like he knew
what she would sav and he wouldn't like B0 hear it

Joey sawed with his stick and thought hard.
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He tried o ask her outside but...,




He tried to ask her Joey, now more worried than before,

after dinner but... bravely wrote Mom a note, ! =
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He held his breath as he
slipped it under her pillow,
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When Joey found the note, he did not understand.

Three checks! He was sure Mom liked Jake and Olivia more.
Jake was bigger, faster, and helpful. Olivia was liotle, sweet, and
Mom loved o dress ber in pink—something Joey would never
wear! Joey knew he acted daring and curious sometimes,

bt bie was caring too, Mow he had more questions,

Could he ask the one that gave him the chills?
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