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A Girl's Best Friends
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Fridlay aflermoon, as soon as school lel oul, Aleta and @
her best friends, Cassie and Nina, moed on rollerblades o
her louse, As usual, Cassie wone She was one of the st
athledes in the school Tapping her fool impatienty, Cassie
waited until they caught upy o her at Aleta's front gate before
erowing: “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE ROLLERBLADE
CHAMPION OF THE WORLD: CASSIEEEEE MOORER

She trurmphanty mlsed her hands in the air and hoppeed
up and down, cupping her hands around ber mouth to mimic
a crowd roar. Then she broke into her signaune silly dance,
Aleta and Nina ignored her at first, but before long they tackbed
her aned they all wmbed o the ground, laughing giddily. Not
only was Cassie's lnugh contagious, just watching her was
hilariows. Cassie wis o redbead with a fce sprinklsl with
freckles that seemes] o move whenever she talked. And wihven
she laughed, her Boe serunched up, tears Bew, and she huggesd
her stomach like she was in pain Proity soon all three girks
were holding their stomachs from laughing so hard,

Alter a while, Aleta asked, “How come Kate's not backing?
She hates the sound of rollerblades”

“Yeah, I was wondering the same thing " Cassie said, wiping
her tears away.

#h, she's probably asleep in the house,” Mina replied,
“Tley, you guys want o get some ice cream ™

“Dooooh, that sounds really good,” Aleta said, rubbing
her hands.




Cassie’s eves widened, “Yeah, T want the choeolate preanut
butter crunch™

“1 want the mint yogurt,” Nina said, closing her eyes and
licking her lips.

“Well let’s gol” Cassie shouted, spinning on her skales,

“Walt, Cassie! [ have o take Eate on a walk fiesl,” Aleta
said, opening the gate.

Cassie grabbed the fence 1o stop herselll “Let's take her
with us! She likes lee cream, oo

Laovves L™ Aleta chiockled, *Come on. Let's get her. But you
Buys have o take off your skates before you come inside the
house”

“Ckay. When we come back, can we play Bshion show™
Mina asked as she sal on e ground and unsirppsesd her
rollerlides, Nina was really pretly with wavy brown hair,

She planned on being a super
model when she grew up, that

{Kﬁﬂ’* e L or a fshionist,

“Agiain? Cassie groanecd.
’Wﬂﬁ LEU«"HJ “Oh, come on, Cass. You
kmow it's fun. We can dress Kate
up again and pul sunglasses on
her, Then wie'll make a munway for her to walk down after a
hair makeover™

“You mean a fur makeover,” Cassie laughed,

"Whatever,,.it will be fun. You can be our fashion
photographer for the model shool.”

T ot weand fo be thad Kind of photographer. And besides,
I'm not going 1o be a photographer until 1 win my Olympic
gold mesdaks in brack”

You can sill practioe, And sinoe Alela’s going w be a




veterinarian, she can be our in-house doctor and make sure
our moedel is healthy and cating rght™

1 don't kmow.. Kate's a real diva,” Aleta joked,

Cassle ralsed her eyebrows, “Ul, oh, she might mistake me
Foor papaaricezi and iy 1o bite me!™

“That's okay. We have a doclor in the house for
Cmergencies.”

“Uh, uh...I'm & ved [ only work on animals, not humans”

“That’s harsh! Then | guess you'll have to mun, Cassie, At
least youll be in shape for the Obmpics” Nina Eaghed.

Ciassie elagped beer hands, “Greal? T love it when she chases
e

They passed Aletas mom and dad watching TV and
reading the paper in the living room.

"Hew, girks” Alla's mom sail

“HIT thar girls yellsd back.

“What are you up o, Aleta™

We're taking Eate with us o get some o oream™

The soand an the TV lowered and Aleta's dad peered over
his newspaper. “Fine, just dont give her any boe cream. It's
mot ek for dogs. The Last time vou did that | had o dean up
after her, And that was no pany.”

The gids cringed as they looked at each other, Cassie
pinched her nose and suppressed a gigale,

“Okay, Daddy, Um, do yvou know where Kate 57 Aleta
msked, jingling her leash,

“Last 1 checked, she was sleeping in your bedroom,” he
sald and weni back o his paper,
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The Worst Day Ever

Aleta whistled lowdly and jingled the leash again as they
walked down the hall 1o her bedroom, Thalks seeivl Aleta
thought. Usually once Kate heard the leash she was jumping
at her heels, harking
growling and playiully

Erabbing i with  her
mouth, Aleta hoped her

litile  brother, Damell,
hadn’t accidentally left
the gale open  again,
The last time e did
that she was furious
wilh him. Luckily, their
neighbors spotied Kate
wandering  down  the
silewalk and brought
her o,

Alela was  relieved
1o find Kate lyving # the
Mol o hoer b,

There  you are,
el gy, gird! Tomee for a
walk”

But she didn't move.




“What's wrong with her?™ Cassie asked in a hushed
vokoe,

“There's nothing wrong with her, Cassie” Alela sail

“Kale, come on.wake up., walkeeses, walkeceee!™ she
saidl Mrantically,

MNodhing.

Mina leaned over Kate, “She's nod moving, T ithink she's d—=

“Shut upy, Nina® You don't know what you're talking abwoul
Move out the wayT snapped Aleta

Aleta didn really mean to snap at Ning IE just Kind of
slipped out. Nina stepped back and clung o Cassic's arm.
Tears ran down Cassie’s cheeks, This time il wasn't from
Laugghter,

Aleta’s face tghtensed. Cerssie and Nowg are befg so
stiegeicd!

*EATER Alela vellsd, stomping her feel o gel Kale's
atienlion

Kate didn't wigsle or even twitch like she ordinarily died
when she was sleeping. Her chest wasn't Asing or falling
either, Aleta could Feel hersell geiting more ansious,

“Kate, please get up,” Aleta pleaded softly. Trembling,
she bent down and gently shook Eafe's body, Aleta was
s shocked 1o fee] how sl it was that she fell backwarnds,
“Mommy! Deddy!”™ Aleta sorewmed. “Somelhing’s wrong with
Kale™

e parenis racedd fmbo ihe bedroom,

“What ks i, honey?™ Aleta's dad asked, panicked,

They kneeled down beside Aleta, and ber mom said, “Oh
., eoor Kate. . leoks like she's been here awhile. (Oh honey,

I'riv S0 S007%..."




Aleta didn't want to hear that Kate was fine when she left
for school that moming. How did this happen? It didn't make
LI (LS

Aleta couldn't @ive up on her “Bale, please don't die...
please...”

Aleta’s mom wmed to her, eves ieanng, *Baby, I'm sorry...
she’s gone.”

“Mo she's not! We need (o take her to a vet. She'll be okay,
You'll see”

She tugged on her dad’s amme “Why are we wasting time?
We need o take her (o a doetor. NOWT she sobbed

M one szl 2 wonl They jied sdared st her, Aleta didn't
unilerstnd, Mo omm Beey fust stand Soeve o oy sl ?
Dt thesy vendize Bl Kok wd elesnd 7 She's sleepring ool alive!
Why doesn ) angone bedicve me?® Dont By wxend 8o soee Kode?

Her dad caressed her shoulder. “IUs (oo late, Aleg”

Mo i's not! She's stll alive! You guys ane Iving o me! She's
e dlead!”

Aleta pushisd his hand away and wrapped her arms
around Kale, She kissed and hugged her so tightly ber dad
hawd 1o genily pull Aleta’s arms from around her iy neck.
She didnt want to let go. She couldn't

Aleta cried so hard she burded her head into her dad'’s
chest and fell into his big strong anms.
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