
Discover all of the lovable 
creatures and their stories 
in the Once Upon a Garden 
series. 

Layla is a ladybug with a lucky 
charm for every occasion: lucky 
socks for running, a lucky pencil 
for tests, and a lucky watering 
can for her flowers.

When Layla enters a baking 
event, she is counting on her 
good luck to help her bake a 
delicious cake. But is luck the 
only ingredient that matters?

A clever tale of a ladybug who 
learns that success comes from 
her own smarts, skill, and hard 
work—not lucky charms and 
chance. 
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Once Upon a Garden

Layla’s Luck
Will Layla’s baking measure up  

or will her luck fall flat?

Explore a world of self-discovery with 
Sophie, Lucy, Doug, and Layla in

Once Upon a Garden.
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For Ella, Michaiah, Sydney, and Zoe.

With love to Ruby and Xavi — JR
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This is Layla.

SAMPLE PAGES - NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION 
© American Psychological Association



Ladybugs are known to be lucky, and Layla thought she was very lucky indeed.
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When Layla won the race on sports day,  
she thanked her lucky socks.

She had a lucky charm for every occasion! 

Some lucky socks,

a lucky shamrock,

a lucky cup,

a lucky spoon,

a lucky pencil,

a lucky number,

and a lucky watering can.
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When she got a good grade on her spelling test,   
she cheered her lucky pencil.

And when she grew the  
tallest flowers, she praised  

her lucky watering can.
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One day, something very exciting  
was happening in the garden. 
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