
H
azzard &

 A
ponte R

ivera • Félix
Som

ething H
appened to M

y D
ad

CarmenCarmen loves doing 
magic with her Papi. He 
can make sarapes fl y. 
He can make rabbits 
vanish! But one day, 
her Papi vanishes. She 
is sad and scared when 
she learns he has been 
detained because he is an 
undocumented immigrant 
from Mexico. At fi rst, 
Carmen’s family keeps 
Papi’s detention a secret, 
fearing that they might 
be judged negatively. As 
Carmen’s community 
becomes aware of their 
situation, they rally 
around her family with 
love. Carmen learns 
she can fi nd strength in 
herself and maintain her 
connection with Papi, no 
matter what happens.

In this realistic and empowering tale, Carmen In this realistic and empowering tale, Carmen 
learns that through community and love, she learns that through community and love, she 
can f ind strength in herself and maintain can f ind strength in herself and maintain 
her connection with her Papi, who has been her connection with her Papi, who has been 
detained because of his immigration status. detained because of his immigration status.  

Ann Hazzard, PhD, ABPP,Ann Hazzard, PhD, ABPP, is a 
co-author of Something Happened in Our 
Town and Something Happened in Our 
Park.  As a psychologist, she has utilized 
therapeutic stories in treatment with 
children and teens. As a community 
advocate, she has focused on children’s 
behavioral health and social justice. 

Vivianne Aponte Rivera, MD,Vivianne Aponte Rivera, MD,
is a child and adolescent psychiatrist 
who is originally from Puerto Rico.  She 
is on the faculty at Tulane University 
School of Medicine and has worked with 
immigrant families throughout 
her career.   

Dr. Aponte RiveraDr. Aponte Rivera & Dr. HazzardDr. Hazzard 
were faculty members at Emory University 
School of Medicine in Atlanta at the same 
time, each working at clinics serving 
mostly minority and immigrant families.  

Gloria FélixGloria Félix was born and raised 
in Uruapan, a beautiful small city in 
Michoacán, Mexico, one of her biggest 
inspirations when it comes to art.  After 
getting a BA in animation and digital 
art, Gloria moved to San Francisco 
to get an MFA in visual development. 
Besides children’s books she makes 
art for the animation industry. Her 
hobbies include walking, life drawing, and 
plein-air painting with her partner and 
friends. Currently she lives and paints in 
Guadalajara. Visit @GloriaFelixArt on 
Instagram and Twitter. 
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The Something Happened books 
present and explain sensitive 

and important events happening 
in communities across the 

United States and around the 
world. Told in clear, compelling 
stories, the books come with 
the authority of psychological 
expertise from the American 
Psychological Association.
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To my daughter Amalia Isabelle, who inspires me every day to do To my daughter Amalia Isabelle, who inspires me every day to do 
and be better. And to all of the immigrant families who have had to and be better. And to all of the immigrant families who have had to 

endure such difficult separations. —VARendure such difficult separations. —VAR

In solidarity with families living in fear as they strive for a better In solidarity with families living in fear as they strive for a better 
future. With hope that Carmen’s story may inspire compassionate future. With hope that Carmen’s story may inspire compassionate 

immigration solutions that benefit us all. —  AHimmigration solutions that benefit us all. —  AH

To my papá and mamá for always supporting me and my dreams. To my papá and mamá for always supporting me and my dreams. 
And to all the parents in the world who are trying their best to give And to all the parents in the world who are trying their best to give 

their children a better life. —GFtheir children a better life. —GF
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Carmen’s father was a magician. 
He made sarapes fly. He made 
rabbits vanish!



But one day, Carmen’s father vanished.  

Her mother said he was arrested because he didn’t have papers.

“We have plenty of paper!” Carmen said.

“Not the kind Papi needs,” Mamá replied.  
“People who weren’t born in the U.S.  
need government papers to  
live or work here.”

“Do you have papers,  
Mamá?”



“Yes, you and I were born here,” said Carmen’s mom. 
“Papi was born in Mexico.”

“Can we give him ours?” Carmen asked.

Her mother wiped away a tear and shook her head.



Carmen lay awake, her mind racing. She tried to picture Papi 
in a detention center.  Her mother said that’s where they 
take immigrants without papers. Carmen worried that her 
dad would get sent back to Mexico.  



Before school, Carmen’s 
mom said, “Don’t tell anyone 
what’s going on. I don’t want 
people to look down on us.” 




