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Our thanks to Cleve Jones for his life, his work, his inspiration,
and for his kind assistance with this project.

In memory of Ron—first high school friend, first friend lost to AIDS—RS

For Justin, Mac, Bobby, Jeff, and John, my dear Cleveland crew—always there
for me through the years and the best company on the dance floor—JC
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As Cleve grew older, life wasn't easy for him.

Even the warmth of a quilt couldn’t help when
he was bullied.

Then things went from bad to worse.




When he was 18, Cleve told his parents
he was gay.

They didn't approve.

As soon as he could, Cleve left home.

He'd heard of a place where there might be
others like him.

A place where he might fit in.

San Francisco, California.
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Cleve soon had

a patchwork of
friends.

They were alike
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The friends were
held together by a
common thread.

They were people on the fringes.
On the outside.
Often without family.

Searching for acceptance.





