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Stitch by stitch. 
Piece by piece. 

Action by action. 
Memor y by memor y.
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Stitch by Stitch

F rom the blanket that 
his great-grandmother 
made for him as a boy, 

to the friends he gathered 
together in San Francisco as 
a young man, Cleve Jones’ 
extraordinary life seems to 
have been stitched together 
bit by bit, piece by piece.

Jones fi rst had the vision 
for what became the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt during a 
candlelight memorial for 
Harvey Milk in 1985. Along 
with friends, Cleve created 
the fi rst panels for the quilt 
in 1987. The AIDS Memorial 
Quilt grew to be one of the 
largest public arts projects 
ever and became an iconic 
symbol of hope and 
remembrance. It has since 
toured the world and been 
seen by millions.

This evocative biography 
is a touching tribute to 
Jones’ life of advocacy 
and the positive e� ects 
of a community working 
towards a common goal. 
Includes a timeline and 
extensive back matter.  

Memor y by memor y.
“In words and pictures, this book captures the 

essence of how the AIDS Memorial Quilt came 

to be. It not only portrays some of the most 

important milestones of my life, it also tells an 

important slice of LGBTQ+ history, and contains 

an inspiring message for activists of all ages.”

 –Cleve Jones–Cleve Jones

Rob Sanders is a former elementary 
school teacher who writes funny and 
fi erce fi ction and non-fi ction. He is the 
author of such acclaimed titles as Pride: 
The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow 
Flag, Stonewall: A Building. An Uprising. A 
Revolution, and Peaceful Fights for Equal 
Rights. He lives in Brandon, Florida. 
Visit RobSandersWrites.com, 
@YesRobSandersWrites on Facebook, 
and @RobSandersWrite on Twitter.

Jamey Christoph has created 
illustrations that have appeared in 
the New York Times and the San 
Francisco Chronicle, and has received 
distinguished recognition from the 
Society of Illustrators for his work 
on Gordon Parks: How the Photographer 
Captured Black and White America. 
Jamey lives in Ohio with his partner. Visit 
jameychristoph.com, 
@JameyChristophIlustration on Facebook, 
and @JameyChristoph on Instagram. 

Magination Press is the 
children’s book imprint of the American 
Psychological Association. APA works 
to advance psychology as a science and 
profession and as a means of promoting 
health and human welfare. Magination 
Press books reach young readers and their 
parents and caregivers to make navigating 
life’s challenges a little easier. It’s the 
combined power of psychology and 
literature that makes a Magination Press 
book special. Visit maginationpress.org 
and @MaginationPress on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest.
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“The AIDS Memorial Quilt is a powerful symbol of 
LOVE~ACTIVISM & COMPASSION. One is never too young 

to start sharing these stories as children will save the world.” 
—John Cunningam, Executive Director, National AIDS Memorial
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Our thanks to Cleve Jones for his life, his work, his inspiration,  
and for his kind assistance with this project.  

In memory of Ron—first high school friend, first friend lost to AIDS—RS

For Justin, Mac, Bobby, Jeff, and John, my dear Cleveland crew—always there  

for me through the years and the best company on the dance floor—JC
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Piece by piece.

Stitch by stitch.

That’s how a quilt is made.



Before Cleve Jones was born, his great-grandmother sewed a quilt 
for him.

Cutting and pinning together fabric scraps.

Stitching the pieces together.

The quilt welcomed Cleve home as a newborn on October 11, 1954.

Cleve napped with the quilt,

and felt it tuck around him when he was sick.

The quilt warmed him, like the love that stitched it together.



As Cleve grew older, life wasn’t easy for him.

Even the warmth of a quilt couldn’t help when 
he was bullied.

Then things went from bad to worse.



When he was 18, Cleve told his parents 
he was gay.

They didn’t approve.

As soon as he could, Cleve left home.

He’d heard of a place where there might be 
others like him.

A place where he might fit in.

San Francisco, California.



One by one.

Person by person.

That’s how friendships are made.

Cleve soon had 
a patchwork of 

friends.

They were alike 
and different.



The friends were 
held together by a 
common thread.

They were people on the fringes.

On the outside. 

Often without family.

Searching for acceptance. 




