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They Only See the Outside 
is Kalli Dakos’ collection 

of insightful and endearing 

poems that dive into 

experiences that are felt on 

the inside, but may not be 

seen from the outside.

Topics we live every day, 

like homework and field trips, 

and things that aren’t easy 

to talk about, like death and 

bullying, are explored with 

both compassion and humor.
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Introducing a New Me

There’s a new ME this year,

an on-time ME,

a clean-desk ME,

a first-to-hand-in-assignments ME,

a listens-in-class-to-the-teacher ME,

a teacher’s-pet-for-the-first-time-in-my-life ME,

an always-willing-to-be-good-and-help-out ME,

a dead-serious-get-the-work-done-and-hand-it-in-before-it’s-due ME.

The problem is

the new ME

is not like ME

at all.
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Don’t Tell Me

Don’t tell me 

I won’t fail, 

for it might 

not be true.

Just tell me

you’ll still

love me

even if I do.
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On the Day My Dog Died

On the day

my dog died,

I cried

and cried

and cried.

This is my

whole poem.

There’s nothing

more to say.

I cried

and cried

and cried

on the day

my dog died.
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Talking to the Mirror in the Bathroom

Someone did something

really bad to me.

“You must tell a grown-up,”

said the lady on TV.

Should I tell my teacher,

Mirror Mirror on the wall?

The principal, the counselor,

the librarian, Mrs. Fall?

Should I tell a friend,

Mirror Mirror tell me true?

Or Mrs. Kay in music,

would she know what to do?

I’ve made my decision.

I’m walking down the hall.

The books are here to help me,

and so is Mrs. Fall.
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